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PREFACE, 



COLLECTIONS of the memorable say- 
ings, and occurrences attending persons 
of learning and wit, have been long recog- 
nized in the learned world, under the title of 
Ana : and from the amusement and informa- 
tion they afford, it has often been lamented 
that, while they form a leading feature in 
the history of continental literature, they 
have been almost entirely neglected, and are 
nearly unknown in England. 

ffolfiifs, in his prefiice to the Casaabomona, 
(Hamburg, lyio) has given a very accurate 
and amusing history of these productions- 
He observes, that though the title be new, 
the thing itself is very old ; it being the 
practice among the Greeks and Romans, 
fi-om the earliest period, to collect the acnte, 
critical, and lively remarks of learned and 
illustrious men. 

Among the Greeks, we are indebted to 
the scholars of Pythagoras, for those verses 
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which convey to us the great principles of 
his moral system ; and to Zenophon and 
Plato, who were pupils of Socrates, we owe 
the preservation of those maxims which he 
enforced, as well by his own conduct in life 
u his speech. Perhaps to the same cause 
we may attribute many of the admirable 
sentences of Euripides, who was also a pupil 
to this great man. Thus Zenophon's books 
of the deeds and sayings of Socrates, as well 
as the dialogues of Plato, are in fact Socra- 
tiana. The apophthegms of the philosophers 
collected by Diogenes Lacrtius, the sentences 
of Pythagoras, those of Epictctus, and the 
works of Athenxus, Stob>eus, are all so 
many Anas : and, under the sanction of the 
name of Hicrocles Alexandrinus, we find a 
little book, entitled, Faeetia tie priicarum 
studhsorum diclis rtfactis ridtculu. Even the 
Gemarj of the Jews properly belongs to this 
class ; to which may likewise be referred the 
Orphica, ^sopica, Pyrrbsnea, and many 
Others. 

It appears that both Quintiliati and Cicero 
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highly approved of such works, although 
the latter, with much reason, complaius that 
in three volumes which had been published 
(entitled, Jad CicennisJ, many thingt were 
atuibated to him which he never said ; and 
he laments his disappointment In having 
hoped that the conversation of any other 
person could not possibly have been takes 
for his. The Noctes AtiU* of Aulus Gellius 
immediately bdong tortus class. They con- 
sist of collections from his conversations 
with Herodius Atticus, Favoriaus, Taurus, 
Marcus FrontuS} and many other illustrious 
persons who then flourished at Athens and 
Rome : and the writings of Plutarch and 
Pliny abound with the results of umilar 
intercourse with the learned men of their 
time. 

The learned editor of the Mtnagiatia 
(Paris, 1094} observes, that -Anas are known 
in every country where there are boolcs or 
learned men. The Spaniards have the Bon 
Mots of the Duke d'Ossonne, and several 
others. The Italians' have also many books 
a 1 under 
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IV PREFACE. 

under the heads of Fatai, Motlt, Burle, tcCd 
The Turks possess works of this species 
under the titles of Narr-eddin Hegia, Bassiri, 
and of &!<£. The Persians ' and Arabs 
have collected the lively and moral observa- 
tions of several of their princes and learned 
men ; and the libraries of the Mahometans 
abound with similar prodticttons. 

At Basle, in I568, appeared Lac^rum com- 
mufdum C^lectanea m Ledlonibus Philiffi 
Melancthonit, in srdinem redacta Jeh. Man/isi 
two years previous to which, the Colhquin 
Mtnsalia ot Luther had been published. 
The latter has passed throngh many editions 
in did«rent languages, with the elucidations 
and remarks of several of the learned critics 
of the time; and sometimes^ it must be 
admitted, to the detriment of the fame of 
this learned reformer, which was ably vin- 
dicated by the learned Dr. Francb Mayer, 
in a tract, entitled Btlkntm Demitii. 

The next publication in this clasS) and 

the £rst which assumed the title of jftta, 

was the Scaligerana, The collector was 

Francij 
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Francis Venuoieii, » physician, and intimate 
jnend of Scaliger, who had nude a practice 
.of committing to paper the substance fif 
the conversations and remarks of his learned 
acquaintance ; but upon his death, the task 
of completing the work for publication de- 
volved upon Francis Sigogne, a lawyer at 
Foicticrs, who also died previous to its apn- 
pearancc. It was, however, published at 
Saumur in i66^, under the title of Prima 
Scaligerana, in order to distinguish it from 
s work which had appeared in 1666, also 
entitled, Scaligtrana ) but of a much later 
date than the former, and was, in conse- 
quence, ^iterwards called Sfcunda Scatigerana, 
The editors of fhia latter production w«re 
John and Nicholas de Vassan, who had been 
sent to finish their education at Leyden, 
where Scaligcr was then Professor of Belles 
Lettrea. Letters of recommendation from 
Casaubon procured their introduction into 
Scaliger's house, who conversed freely with 
them at his leisure hours, upon every subject 
in the wide range of literature with which 
he was coBversaot, the beads of which they 
a 3 (x;^refully 



care&Ily noted down. The anntiscrtpt 
passed through several hands, until it Was 
accidentally seen by the learned Isaac Vos- 
sius, who caused it to be printed at the 
Hague in 1666, though the title page is 
dated Geneva. This edition was extremely 
inaccunite ; but at length a correct one was 
published in 1740 by M. des Maizeaax^ 
enriched with the notes of many learned 
men, who had been in the habit of making 
their remarks on the former edition. 

The Stn/lgerana were followed by the 
PtrronianOi Ifhaana, Colomesiana; and, hi 
1689, appeared in England the Table Tali 
rf Mr. Selden. This is the first English 
work which comes distinctly under the clast 
of j^na. Lord Bacon^s jip^phthegtns had^ 
indeed, appeared long before ; but they do 
not fall so correctly under this head a« 
Mr. Selden's, whose conversation was cha- 
racterized by a familiar, pleasant, and simple 
style, interspersed with a strong vein of 
irony i and who is frequently jocose, even 
at that period, upon eccledastical and poli- 
licaj aSairs. Krom 1689 to 1710, Woliins 
enumerates 



enuinerates no fewer than levmtem foreign 
Anas \ and from the avidity vith which 
they have been received by the learned 
world, the number has since been consider- 
ably increased. 

The approbation which has been de- 
servedly given to thcWALPOLiANA, excited 
a hope in England that equal attention would 
be paid to the culture of this species of lite- 
rature in this country. 

Respecting the present work, 3 Swif- 
-TiANA, it must be lamented that some co- 
temporary friend of Dean Swift's had not 
committed to paper the various ingenious 
and valuable observations which must have 
fallen in the course of his conversation from 
3 man who truly had, as Cardinal Polignac 
expresses, rttprii creaieur. His knowledge 
of the world was great, and he was emi- 
nently distinguished for acuteness, discrimi- 
. nation^ and vigour of thought. 

Such friends as Dr. Sheridan and Dr. De- 

lany might have conveyed in fiill force all 

his peculiarities of expression, Jiis boldne^ 

»f sentiment, and his happy vein of the vis 

a 4 . C«^fl. 
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comica. His letters, bowercr^ contam so 
much of what was passing in his mind, 
that they may now be regarded not only as 
the copious and authentic sources of anec- 
dote relating to himself, and his literary and 
political friends, but also as exhibiting his 
private sentiments upon every subject. 

In addition to the information derived 
from thesC) and &om a multitude of printed 
works, many of them scarce and valnabicj 
the editor has been indebted to many gen- 
tlemen, (particularly to Mr. Theopmilus 
fiwiFT), who have kindly fimmhed him 
with traditional anecdotes, and with much 
original information. With bii various 
materials, it was scarcely possible to make a 
hook which should not possess considerable 
Interest ; and he hopes it will prove worthjp 
of the name of the great mao on whose 
talents it is fom^cd. 

LnaJan, 
Nsvemier, 1803. 
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SKETCH 
LIFE 

DR. JONATHAN SWIFT. 



Dr. JCaJATHAN SWIFT was descend- 
ed from the youDger branch of an ancient 
family in Yorkshire, of considerable nnk 
and [K^pcrty. His grandfather, the R«t. 
Thomas Swifts was vicar of Goodridi* ia 
Herefbrdihire, and was not more highly 
distinguished for Ills courage and attachment - 
to Charles the First, than for the great suf- 
ferings be endured in support of the royal 
cause t his house being plundered two-and^ 
efty 
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X LIFE or DR. SWIFT. 

fifty times, and five times set on fire by tlie 
Parliament forces; bis wife and tbirtcen 
cbildren being at the same time exposed 
to every species of barbarity and distress. 
Thus ruined in property and expectations, 
five of the sons went m search of fortune 
to Ireland, the fourth of whom, Jonathan, 
was father to the subject of the present 
memoir. 

Dr. Jonathan Swift, the celebrated Dean 
of St. Patrick's, was bom in HoeyVcourt, 
Dublin, on the 3cth November 1667, his 
. bthcf being then dead about seven months. 
His mother was Miss Abigail Erick, de- 
scended from a very ancient family of that 
name in Leicestershire t but bringing her 
husband little or no fortune, and his death 
happening before he could make any pro- 
vision for his family, she was left in very 
indiSerent circumstances} the consequences 
of which, Jonathan, their only son, was 
often heard to declare he felt not only dur- 
ing the whole cour« of his education, but 
for the greatest part of his life. 

When 
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When Jonathan was but a year old, hia 
ourae, without the knowledge of his mother 
br relations, carried him to Whitehaven, of 
which town she was a native. He remained 
there almost three years, during which time 
the nurse was so attentive to fairo, that 
before he returned he had learnt to spell, 
had by the time that he was three years old, 
he could read any chapter in the Bible. At 
the age of six he was sent to the school of 
Kilkenny, from whepcc, in April 1682, 
bdng then between fourteen and fifteen 
years of age, he was removed to the Uni- 
versity of Dublin. The expence of his edu- 
cation was defrayed by his uncle, Mr. God- 
win Swift, the eldest of the brothers who 
had settled in Ireland. Mr. Swift was a 
lawyer of considerable eminence, and Atlor- 
ocy-general of the palatinate of Tipperary ; 
but, being of a speculative disposition, squan- 
dered »way his property in idle projects ; by 
which means he was involved in considerable 
difficulties at the time his nephew entered 
the College. This circumstance, added to 

jii. 
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Ill LIVE OF DR. SWIFT. 

his being the father of a numerous family, 
compelled him to reduce Ac allowance to 
his nephew as low sts possible, who wat 
consequently obliged to struggle under the 
deprcswHi of a very confined stipend for 
■even years, having no allowance from his 
other relations, who did not think their aid 
necessary, his uncle Godwin being still 
esteemed much the richest of the family. 
Although it is highly probable that the par- 
simonious allowance of Mr. Godwin Swift 
vas not voluntary, but dictated by necessity, 
it is certain that Jonathan never loved, of 
coald bear the mention of, his uncle ; nor 
did he ever exert the smallest inSucDce for 
any of his posterity : so early in life was the 
fine feeling of gratitude benumbed tn his 
bosom by the emptiness of his pocket. 

The uneasiness under which Swift labour- 
ed during his residence at College, seems to 
hive depressed hii spirits, and given him a 
tot^ inaptitude to serious study, having, 
according to bis own declaration, chiefly 
passed his time in reading books of history 
and 
. .Google 
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and poetry, which might bani^ all reflec- 
tioD upon his forlom situation, instead of 
Burgo^icius, and other eld treatises on 
logic; a branch of learning then in high 
esdmation, and held essentially necessary 
for taking a degree. All the entreaties of 
bis tutor could not alter his resolution ; to 
which he so pertinaciously adhered, that, on 
applying for his bachelor's degree, after a 
residence of four years in the University, he 
was so ill prepared >n this branch of science, 
as to be rejected : a mortification which, to 
his temper and his circumstances, must have 
been serious indeed. On his second appli- 
cation he had nearly shared the same late, 
had not the interest of some friends, who 
knew the inilexilnlity of his temper, ob- 
tained the degree for him, though in a man- 
ner little to his credit, the words speciali 
grati4 being inserted in the College re> 
gistry. 

The three following years Swift passed 
at College, little known and less regarded, 
pursuing liis course of reading in history 
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tnd poetry. Yet, under the depression of 
such circumstances, tiic force of his genius 
tppeared in a rude sfcetch of the Tale of a 
Tub, which he communicated to no one 
but his friend Mr, Waryng, who, after its 
publication, declared he had read a rough 
draught of it, about this period. 

The death of Mr. Godwin Swift in the 
year 1688, and the consequent discovery of 
the embarrassed state of his aSairs, deprived 
Jonathan of his narrow stipend. His uncle 
William, however, continued the allowance, 
in a manner which gained his nephew's gra- 
titude, who always spoke of him as the best 
of his relations. Swift's income was still, 
however, nothing more than was absolutely 
necessary for his support, and his situation 
was consequently not at all improved during 
the remainder of his residence at College, 
with the exception of a handsome present, 
which he received from his cousin Wil- 
loughby Swift, who had scttkd as a mer- 
chant at Lisbon. 

Thus did Swift pass his early years in the 
^ want 
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Vint of money, waat of learoing, and want 
T>f friends. His studies were not of that 
useful kind which is necessary to advance a 
young man in the world j his seclusion at 
College had rendered him little known} and 
« temper, naturally splenetic, soured by the 
misery of his situation, did not qualify him 
for makiiig personal &icnds. From such 
early sources may be traced that habit of 
repining and complaint which increased to 
so great an extent, and which embittered 
his latter years. Swift's genius was indeed, 
from its very dawn, the solemn inspiration 
of discontent. 

The breaking out o£ the war in Ireland in 
i<SS8, determined Swift, then in his twenty- 
first year, to leave that kingdom, and to 
visit his mother at Ldccster, in order to 
consult with her, upon what Aiture plan of 
life he had better resolve to pursue. Mrs. 
Swift, without hesitation, advised him to 
communicate his situation to Sir William 
Temple, who had married a relation of hers, 
and with whom a cousin of Swift's then 
resided. 
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resided. This mItim Swift resolTcd-imme- 
dittely to pursue, and he accordingly set off 
on fijot (his usual mode of traTclUng at an 
earl^ period of Ufic) for Sheen, whereSir 
WilUam Temple then resided. Sir William 
received him with great kindness, and 
Swift's first Tiut continued nearly two 
years. 

Sir VnUiam Temple, during the most 
eventful period of English history, bad been 
educated in the sdiool of diplomacy. He 
was, at the same time, the fine scholar and 
the Statesman ; and, in a long dbcharge of 
puUic duty, maintuned, with exemplary 
firmness and ability, the interests, not only 
of his own country, but of Europe. Having 
been ambassador and mediator of the general 
peace at fflmcgnen, previous to the revolu- 
tion, he had become known to the Prince 
of Orange, who, after his accession to the 
throne of England, ft^ucntly viuted him at 
Sheen, to receive the benefit of his advice 
and experience. Sir William being much 
■fflict«l with the gout, Swift used frequently 
to 
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to attead hia MajcMy io bis walk* about the 
gardens, which were laid out with pecoUar 
taste { and the King, oa one occasion, 
treated his attendant with so much fai^ 
liaritf as to shew him the Dutch manner of 
cutting asparagus, and even offered him > 
tnx^ of hone. 

Sir William Tem[^ is distinguished 
among English authors for the chsaical 
purity of his lai^ag^] and to him perh^ 
may, in a great measure* be attributed the 
correctness of Swift's style. Indeed, during 
his residence with this iUuatrious man. Swift 
teems principal!; to have laid the foundation 
of his future greatness. His politicd infcnw 
mation must also have been greatly increased 
fifom the conversation of Sir William Temr 
ple, who was intimately acquainted with all 
the revolutions- of party, and secrets of statei 
thuing the reigns of King Charles the Se- 
cond and King James ; and he seems at this 
time to have first adopted that digested sys- 
tem of study so necessary to give effect to 
his former irregular reading, and to direct 
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his incessantlf active mind to some practical 
ftbjcct. 

About the year i6(f3t Swift was attacked 
with the return of a disorder which he had 
contracted at a very early period, by eating 
an improper quantity of fruit, and his com- 
plaint was so violent that he took a journey 
to Ireland, by advice of his physicians, to 
-try the benefit of his oativc air; but, re- 
ceiving little advantage irom the change, he 
-returned to Sir WiUiam Temple's (who had 
thai removed to Moor Park, near Fam> 
ham), being ever aftervrards afflicted with 
that giddiness, which gradually increasef, 
until it terminated in total debility of body 
and mind. As an antidote against thii 
complaint. Swift was recommended to use 
very violent exercise, which he daily prao 
'tised at Moor Park, by running up a h'H\ 
near the house and back again, every two 
hours, the distance being about half a mile, 
which he used to perform in about six 
minutes. 

About a year after Swift's return from 
Ireland, 
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Ireland, he seeou to have resolved upon an 
ecclesiastical life ; most probably under the 
conlidence that the interest of Sir WiUiam 
Temple, and his own slight acquaintance 
with the King, would ensure him some pr^ 
ferment. He accordingly procured the 
necessary certificate of having taken faU 
batchelor's degree; and, cm the 14th of 
June, 1692, he was admitted at Oxfc«-d, ad 
etmdtm, and on the 5th of the foUowing 
July took his master's degree. On leavtt^ 
Oxfiird he rAumed to Moor Park, where 
he assisted Sir William Temj^ in the revi- 
sion of his works, and corrected and im^ 
proved his rough draught of the -Tale of a 
Tub. But Swift's restleU) suspicious temper 
now began to dispUy itself; fcding his own 
powers, and panting for independence, he 
concluded from Sir William Temple'* not 
Immediatdy providing for him, that he 
never intended 'Vli vaA, in the year 1694, a 
quarrel ensued, and they parted. 

During all this period. Swift's attention 

in visiting his mother, who resided at Lei- 

b 2 ccster, 
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cester, was as exemplary, as his mode of 
tniTcUiag was extraordinary. He joumied 
on- foot, excepting when the weather com- 
pelled htm to take shelter in a waggon : fat 
dn^d in hedge-alehouies with pedlars and 
kottlcn } an4 slept where lodgings wat let 
for a penny ; - but never &iled to bribe the 
maid for a sing^ bed and clean sheets. In 
dui maimer he went down to I>icester» 
nfter his quarrel witfa Sir William T«n]^> 
Vhen he remained, until a lecommendalion 
to Lord Capel, then Lord Deputy in Ire- 
land, [Hrocured him the preboid of Kilroot, 
in the diocese of Con^r, worth about mc 
hundred pounds a year. 

Swift hftd not enjoyed this his first prefer- 
ment many months, when ^ Williun Tem- 
ple, who had been too long accustomed tc 
his eoBversation not to fee! his absence a 
serious deprivation in his declining state, 
prevwlcd upon him to resign his prebend to 
a friend, and return to Moor Park. Swift's 
compliance pleased Sir William so much, 
that> for the remaining four yean of his 
li&, 
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Uie, die DtcuHt liantiony subsined between 
tbesi. Swift Tindicited his patron ii-om thi 
harsh reflections which had been heaped 
upon him, in the celebrated controversy oa 
Ancient and Modem Learning, hj the 
BiOtle cf the Booh ; and Sir William at bit 
death left him a legacy, and entmsted to 
him the publication of his posthumous works. 
Swift lost no time in discharging this dutyj 
and, to enforce his petition to King William 
fiff the first vacant prebend of London or 
Westminster, which had bectf promised 
him, he dedicated the posthumous works to 
his Majesty. The promise was, howcreri 
forgotten, and the dedication unnoticed; 
in consequence of which Swift relinquished 
attendance at Court, with disappointment 
and disgust; and this &ilurc probably in- 
creased the natural gloominess and austerity 
of his chararter. 

Swift, during his attendance at Court, had 

formed a pretty extensive acqu^tance with 

the great, and upon the Earl of Bcrkdey 

being appoimcd one of the I^rds Justices of 

b 3 Ireland, 
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Ireland, he was invited by his Lordship to 
accompany him as chaplain and private 
secretary} an ofier which he readily accept- 
ed. Disappointment, however, again at- 
tended him; for, after acting as secretary 
during the whole journey, one Bush found 
means to convince Lord Berkeley that a 
clergyman could not, with propriety, fill 
that post. Swift was in consequence civilly 
removed, and Biisli succeeded faim. 

Swift was, aot long after, doomed to 
meet a more serious mortification. Lord 
Berkeley, upon taking away hts office of 
secretary, had promised him the first prefer- 
ment which should happen to be in his gift ; 
and upon the deanery of Derry becoming 
vacant. Swift claimed the performance of 
his Lordship's promise. A handsome bribe, 
however, to Mr, Secretary. Bush, and the 
interference of archbishop King, who in- 
sisted that Swift was too young, although 
he was then upwards of thirty years of age, 
procured the appointment for Dr. Bolton } 
and Swift was obliged to content himself 
with 
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with the livings of Laracor and Rathbeggtn, 
and the rectory of AoRher, in the diocese of 
Meath, which had besti held by Dr. Belton, 
and were not of one half the value of the 
deanery. To these livings Swift received 
institution on the 2Zd March 1699, and on 
iht 23d of September lyooj he was ap- 
pointed prebendary of Dimlavan, in the 
chapter of St. Patrick, being the oijly pre- 
ferment he enjoyed until his appointment to 
the deanery of St. Patrick's. 

At Laracor Swiit immediately fixed bis 
residence, wd there he passed the most 
tranquil, and probably the happiest part of 
his life. He nearly rebuilt the house* re- 
paired the church, which was in a very 
niinous state, laid out the garden, dug the 
canals, and planted the willows,* of which 

• The house of Laracor is now in ruins. Notliing 
but ihe foundailoDs remain. Of tlie garden, l)iere 11 
hardly a trace. Ilie canals are withoot ilieir \Yillows, 
and mig^t be mistaken for ditchet. Tbe church i> in 
good repair ; but it has been rendered, by vurious al- 
terations, very diScrent ftom what it nas ia the time 
of Swift. 
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he speaks so frequently in his journal. Per- 
haps no spot in the whole kingdom conld 
possest greater inducements for Swift to fix 
hk principal residence at than Laracor. The 
ne^hbonrhood vas principally inhalMted hy 
protestant families of English origin, wlu> 
had been settled there since the time of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and the diocese of Mc:^ 
has beei) generally called the Literary See of 
Ireland. To Laracor, Swift always looked 
as a place of retreat, during his connectiMi 
with Lord Oxford's administration, the ruin 
of which he long foresaw, and there he 
hoped to escape the fury of the storm. 

Swift was received with great attcntiOii 
and respect on his Jirst visit to his livings, 
and was not a little flattered by the coostant 
attendance of all the neighbouring famtlica 
at church on every Sunday that he preach- 
ed : and so predominant was his anxiety tO 
discharge his religious duty with the most 
scrupulous attention, that he made a point 
of reading public prayera on every Wednes- 
day and Fridays a labour which he volun- 
tarily 
,. .Coodc 
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tarily imposed upon hiuMlft and uied be^ 
qucnily to declare, that he hoped hy Isboor 
and ai^Kcation so &r to excel, that the sex- 
ton might sometimes be asked cm a StrtdKf 
morning, " Pray doos the Doctor preach 
to-day." 

He appcart at length to have become 
weary of this constant and strict dischar^ 
of his duty. Mrs. Johnson (the afterward* 
celelK^tcd Stella) arrWcd in Irdand about 
this time ; she was the daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple's stevard, with some ind^ 
pendence, and with the fisoEt accomplish- 
ments. She became £rst his neighbourj 
then his pujnt, and, it is belicTed, at tengtb 
bis wife ; though it is not known that ha 
ever saw ot conversed with her but to tbe 
pretence of some third person. Durmg hif 
absence irTHn Stella he contmned his curiou 
Journal, in \rhich he opened to her th« 
inmost recesses of his heart. It is probable 
the cynical Swift was never a lovtrj ud 
tbae even at this time, a greater pasitoblbui 
love 
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love tyrannised over his breast ^ that pasncm 
was ambition. 

. Urged hj this restless spirit, lie paid an- 
nual vi»ts to England. He dipped his pen 
jji politics, and, in 1701, published his able 
" Discourse on the Contests and Dissensions 
in Athens and Rome }" written with great 
knowledge of the English Constitution, and 
skilfiiUy applied to the then state of parties. 

On the accession of Queen Anne, Swift 
revived his baffled hopes of a settlement in 
England I but was again disappointed by 
being promoted to a deanery in Ireland. In 
1710 began his acquaintance with Lord Ox- 
ford (then Mr. Harley), and he was soon 
caressed by the rest of the Ministry, and 
particularly by the celebrated fiolingbroke, 
who no doubt was attached to him by the 
congeniality of great talents. It cannot, 
howeVcr, be doubted that Swift gradually 
felt bis own importance, and the value of 
his ready pen, in their service ; in time he 
1 to dictate to his employers; they 
allowed 
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allowed him to enjoy bts ideal sovereigntf, 
that they might squeeze the orange at their 
will ; he was afteT-wards duped, and found 
that it was his fate to be only the dried peel. 
Hence all his lamentations, and his bitter- 
ness of mind ; hence that emphatic coin- 
plaint he utters in one of his Ietters> that 
" he dies like a poisoned rat in his hole!" 
a memorable instance of the self-com- 
placency of genius, and the gratitude of 
Ministers ! 

- In 1 713, he arrived at the deanery of 
St. Patrick, where he found the rage of 
party so prevalent, that the common people 
considered him as a Jacobite, and threw 
stones at him as he wallced. To organise 
his reverend brethren of the chapter into 
some system, and to calm that Irish rabble 
>vbo detested, and not long afterwards 
adored him, was, to his genius and humour, 
neither a tedious nor laborious task; for 
when he returned to London in ' the next 
year, he left behind him a name equaUy 
beloved and venerated. 

' In 
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In I7i4> be fouad bit great friends 
divided amoi^ themselves ; his presence was 
Accesiary to the exiitence of his party, and 
having reconciled them more than once, and 
^ways in vain. Swift at length retired in 
disgust to a friend's hotue in Berkshire. 
With the Queen's death dosed all his noble 
dcugns of public benefit, and futore ^ms- 
pects. Her exiled himself to his deanery ia 
Ireland, where he continued many years. 

"We find him, till 1720, employed in litc- 
tary studies, generally in little pieces of bu- 
moar, if vw accept tfie Travds of Gulliver. 
His attendance on the public service of the 
chnrdi was regular, and he did not in the 
least meddle mth public affairs. During 
this interval, the unfintunate Vanessa had 
become acqaainted with him in London, 
md, with a nnnantie cast of character, felt 
a vkdent aS^ion for poetry, and necessa* 
rity tor the Poet. Swift refused her offer 
of tnamage. She foUowed him into Ire* 
faudf and bis life Was embittered with the 
mutual jealousies of- Stella aod Vanessa. 
The 
,. , Google 
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The latter^ who, it is coDJoctored, was at 
Icngtli informed of his secret marriage with 
Stella* did not surviTc many wcets the fatal 
communicstioa ; and in a &cnzy of despair 
and diigust, cancelled a will the had made 
in his favour. Poor StcUa was not lets rax* 
fortunate. On her death-bed she adjured 
him to let her have the satisfaction of dying 
his wile. He beard her entreaty in the 
nenicst ailence i he quitted her death-bed 
without ever retnming to it } and the dying 
wife summoned her last resolution, ia her 
last agonies, to bequeath her fortune, by 
iter own name, to charitable naes. Such a 
n^sieriouB lover was Swift 1 Yet he regret- 
■ted the loss of Stdla with the keenest sen«- 
bility) and most certainlft ^ his peculiarity 
of conduct, shortened her days. 

It was in 1 730, that be re-assnined the 
character of a political writer, aod pub* 
lishcd his 6nt political tract relative to Ire- 
land, entitled, " A Proposal for the uni- 
versal Use of Irish Maouiacturcs." His 
patriotism 
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patriotism now was as gmerally ackno\«r 
kdged as his wit ; and his person was re^ 
garded with pleasure by the common people. 

But it wag in 1 724, that the publication 
of the celebrated Drapier's Letters united all 
ranks and professions in his aj^lausc. One 
"William Wood, an obscure man, prelected 
a coinage of i8o,oool. <^ half-pence, and 
obt^ed a patent. In the character of a 
Draper, Swift addressed a series of letters to 
the people, urging diem not to receive this 
base coin. Wood, though supported hf 
the British Minister, was compelled to with- 
draw his patent, and 5U}^es5 hb coinage. 
Swift became the idol of DuUin ; every 
where received with Reclamations, white hia 
health was daily toasted in Irish bumpers. 

In 1726 appeared GnUiver's Travels, and, 
without communicating the work to bis 
fticnds, he enjoyed for some time a silent 
triumph. When he returned to Dublin, he 
was welcomed on shore by a grateful multi- 
tude, and " long live the Drapicr" resounded 
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to the ringing of bells, and rhe illumination 
of bonfires — perhaps it was the proudeft 
day of his life ; the only one in which his 
politics had not disappointed him. 

In occasional visits to London he spent 
some of his years; but after the death of 
Stella in 1727, he becatnc very retired, and 
with a temper ill adapted to bear with the 
tranquillity of solitude. He wasted his 
talents in literary trifles, which would have 
disgraced a magazine, as magazines were 
then conducted ^ and became morose, cyni- 
cal, and capricious, in his domestic habits. 
In 1736 he lost his memory, and the facnU 
ties of his imagination and intellects gradu- 
ally decayed; and from 1739 to 17441 his 
passions were so violent and disordered, that 
strangers were not allowed to visit htm. He 
' exhibited a melancholy picture of Genius 
preying on itself; and dotage, and sometimes 
madness, then took possession of the bright- 
est Acuities, and the clearest understanding, 
that ever adorned man. 

He 
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He died ia Octobo 1745, and left his 
whole fbrttuie^ about iZiOool. some fev 
legacies excepted, to the building of an hos- 
pital for idiotf and lunatics ; and, it is pre- 
•umed, not without a caustic allusicm to 
his Irish friendi. 
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I. swift's JOURNET to L4RACOR. 

Swift's temper had been so soured by the 
repeated dkappointmenta he bad met with, 
that, although the two livings of Laracor 
and Rathbeg^D, in the diocese of Meath, 
were much inferior in value to what ha 
had been promised, he received them with 
satisfaction, however unwilling he might .be 
to own it, being the Unt secure, though 
trifling provision he had been able to ob- 
tain. Swift, determined to perform his 
journey to Laracor on foot, a mode of tra- 
velling very customary with him. It was 
the first tour he had ever made in Ireland, 
a country of which he had formed the most 
TOL. I. a contemptible 
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contemptible opinion, and not a vay good 
one of the inhabitants. He accordingly pre- 
pared himself as if be bad to penetrate into 
the country of the Houyhnhnms ; but with 
a determination to be a little better provided 
than his own Gulliver. A decent suit of 
black clothes, with strong worsted stockings, 
of which he carried a second pair, and a 
shirt in his pocket, a large grey surt'out, 
a round slouched hat, with a pole consi- 
derably longer than himself, which he had 
probably procured from some country hay- 
maker, formed the whole travelling accou- 
trements of the afterwards celebrated Dean 
of St. Patrick's. 

After his arrival, he wrote the following 
characteristic ^id humorous description of 
the towns through which he passed : 

Dublin, a city, Diotshu'iahlm* for a plow, 
Raunn t for > raarkcl, AribraekenX for i cow, 
Ktlli^ for ul old toifn, ^i^inia|| poor, 
CawiK % for ditt, and Biiiutba*' for a whore. 



■ DuniTiai^lm a 15 miles north-irest from Dublin, 

silualed in " neb aroblt mil. 
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II. HIS RfiSlDENCB THESS. 

■ Swift, though discontented at the com- 
mencemeat of his residence at Liracor, mx, 
in some re^>ect3, ^rceaUy disappointed. 
Indeed, bis Correspondence shews, that the 
attachment he formed to his •willowj never 
ceased at any period of his life. Ever since 

t Mnan ii SSi miles north-weM of Dublin, bmou* 
for its corn market. 

\ AribTackm ii lurroundeil wilh fine grazing land. 
The episcopal palace of the Bisliop of Mealii is situated 

. <j KelU or Ktula, SI milei narth-west of Dublin. A 
provincial council vv held in ibis (own in the Jijih cn- 
CBiTf, wheri tlie Pope's legate presided. 

II fTrginia, I poor village, 46 milea north-weBt of 
Dublin. In the parish church of this liUige, the cele- 
brated comic acCres, then only known by the name of 
Peg n'.#nglr)n, read her recantatiou to the Rev. Mr. 

^ CoMnisthectiieftownoftheeounty, seated in a 
hollow, and extremelf dirtj in vet weather. ' 

** Bdtitrbet. A banack for a troop of horse ii ctected 
Vre, which is ^wafi filled with soldiers' trulls. 

B Z tfie 
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the time of Elizabeth, that village and neigh- 
bourhood has been inhabited bj English fa- 
miliei «f conndcraUc respecc^iility, who 
that settled thac. It is irdl known how- 
much Swift at this time comted the repnta- 
ttoo of a preacher ; and his wish, that the 
sexton might aomctimes be askcdoa a Sunday 
nwroing, " doti tit Doctor preuch t>da<f ?" 
was amply gratified by his parishioners, who 
never failed on the Sunday, with their fami- 
lies and servants, to attend divine service, 
when the Doctor officiated. 

III. ROGER coz. 
What perhaps contributed more than 
any thing to Swift's enjoyment at Laracor, 
»)d is said to have often actually prolonged 
his ttay there, was the constant fiiod of 
amusement he found in the facetious hnmour 
and oddity of the parish clerk, Roger Cox. 
— Roger was originally a hatter in the town 
of Cavan, but, being of a hvdy jovial tem- 
per, and fonder of setting the fire'sidc of a 
village Rehouse in a roar, over a tankard of 
ale, 
,. ,Co-^lc 
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-die, or » bowl of whiskey, with his BaAa 
of memment and jibes of hamoor, than 
pursning die dull routine of buiiaess to 
whi^ f^ bad fixed him, wisely &nook ft 
for the honourable function of a parish derh, 
- which he considered as an office appertain- 
ii^ in somewise to ecclesiastical dignity; 
since by wearing a band, no small part of 
the onuunent of our clergy, he diought he 
jn^ht not unworthily be deemed, as it were, 
'* a ihred of tit iinen vejtmtnt of Aann" 
Nor was Roger one of those worthy paridi 
clerics who could be accused of merdy bum- 
ming the psalms through the nostril as s 
sack-butt, but much oftcner instructed and 
amused his i^ow porishtonera with the 
amorous ditties of the " vM>itmg~maiJ't la^ 
maaatum,"* or one of those natioiial songs 
which aw^c the remembrance of glorious 
deeds, and make each man bum with the 
enthusiasm of the conquering hero. With 
this jocund companion, Swift relieved the 
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tedioutneis of hU loaesome retirement : nor 
did the- easy freedom which he indulged 
irith Roger, erer lead this humble friend 
beyond the atrict bounds of deconim and 
respect. 

IV. KOGER COZ's DRESS. 

Roger^s dress was not the least eztraordi- 
aary feature of his appearance. He con- 
stantly wore a full trimmed scarlet waistcoat 
of most uncommon dimensions, a light grey 
coat, which altogether gave him an air of 
singularity and whim as remarkable as his 
character. 

To repeat all the anecdotes and witticisms 
which are recorded of the prolific genios of 
Roger in the simple annals of Laracor, would 
fill a little volome. They are still remem- 
bered by the neighbourhood for miles 
around, where his memory and ezam|de 
are cherished with respect. He died at 
the good old age of 90, at Breeky, in the 
county of Cavan. Nothing more remains 
than 
,. .Coodc 
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than to add Vop^s epitaph on his parish 
clerk: 

O reader '. if that thou tatiit read. 

Look down upon this stone ; 

Do all we can. Death is a man 

That neyer spareth none. 

y. PECULIARITY OF SWIFT's HDUOUR. 

An anecdote has been repeatedly told, to 
prove that Swift, with all imaginable piety 
in his heart, could not resist the temptation 
to indulge the peculiarity of his humouri 
when an opportunity offered, whatever might 
be the impropriety of time and place i ion, 
having soon after tus. arrival at Laracor 
given public notice that he would read pray- 
ers every Wednesday and Friday, on the 
first of those days after he had summoned 
his congregation, he ascended the desk, and, 
after sitting some time with no other auditor 
than his clerk Rogir, he rose up, and with 
a composure and gravity that, upon this 
occasion, were irresistibly ridiculous, began, 
." Dearly beloved Roger, the Scripture 
moveth you and me in sundry places," and 
B4 so 
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ao proceeded to the end of the service.— 
The story is not quite complete. It is not> 
indeed, easy to account for this extraordinary 
& of praying in Swiit, In a parish cond3^■ 
ing of not more than six or seven iamilies> 
all of whom were necessarily busy with their 
different avocations during the week; un- 
less he thought, irom the crowded attend- 
ance with which he was complimented on 
the Sundays, that his influence was so great 
as to occasion, at his nod, an entire cessation 
from all worldly care, and an interruption to . 
CTery pnfsuit. The iact is, that when he 
went into the church, he found Roger a/antf 
-and exclaimed with evident surprise, " It^hat, 
Roger ! none here but you ?"— *• Y'ett Sir," 
rephed Rogn-, drily (turning over the book 
to find the lessons for the day)) " jure you 



There happened, while Swift was at L^ 
racor, the sale of a hxm and stock, the far- 
mer being dead. Swift chanced to walk past 
during 
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<Iiiring the auction jutt as a pen of poultry 
lad been put up : Roger Hd for then, and ' 
ma oveiiud by a fanner of the name of 
Hatch ; "What, R^er, wa't you buy thr 
poukry?" exdaimed Swift. " No, Sir" said 
Roger> ** I ta thty are just a'goihg To 
Hatch." 

Tit. KELLT THE 9X.ACKSM1TH. 
But, altbou^ Roger took the lead, he 
did not monopolize all die wit of the parish. 
It happened that Swift, having been dining 
at some little distance from Laracor, was re- 
turning home on horseback, in the erenii^, 
which was pretty dark ; jurt before he 
reached Kdlistown, a neighbouring -village,, 
his horse lost a shoe. Unwilling to run the 
risk of laming the animal by continuing hts 
ride in that craidirion, he stopt at one Kelly's, 
the blacksmith of the village, where, having 
called the man, he asked him if he could 
^K>e a horse with a candlt. " No" replied 
the smutty son of Vulcan •,-*^bat J can with 
a bammtr," Swift, struck with the reply, 
determined 
.Coodc, 
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detennin^^o have a little more convena- 
tion iritb this modern Cycli^) who wa» 
well known for hii idleness. He accordingly 
alighted^ and went into the cabin, which 
was literally rttteit, but supported, wherever 
it had given way at different times, with 
pieces of timber. Swift, as was usual with 
him, began to rate poor Kelly soundly for 
his indolence in not getting his house put 
into better repair, in which the wife joined 
— " Hold, Doctor, for one tmmeritl" exclaimed 
Kelly, " and tell me, whether you ever saw a 
rotten home better lupporied in jour life" 

VllI, MODERN THEATRES. 

There is something very refined in the 
contrivance and structure of our modem 
theatres } iQt,firtt, the pit is sunk below the 
stage, that whatever vieighly matter shall be 
delivered thence, whether it be lead or gold, 
may fall plump into the jaws of certain critics, 
as I think they are called, which stand 
ready opened to devour them. Then the 
boxes are built round, and raised to a level 
with 



with the scene, in deference to the ladies ; 
because that large portion of wit, laid out 
in raising pruriencies and protuberances, is 
observed to run much upon a line, and ever 
in a circle. The vihiniag ptujions and little 
starved conceits are gently waited up by their 
own extreme levity to the middle region, 
and there hx, and are frozen by the frigid 
understandings of the inhabitants. Bom- 
bastry and buffoonery, by nature lofty and 
light, soar highest of all, and wotild be lost 
in the roof, if the prudent architect had not 
with much foresight contrived for them a 
fourth place called the tiaelvepenny gellerf^ 
and there planted a suitable colony, who 
greedily intercept them in their passage. 

YZ. MSB. FtKMING OF BELLEVILLE. 

Dining one day with Mrs. Fleming of 
Betleville, he complained that a leg of mut- 
ton, one of the dishes at table, was full of 
maggots ;— " Not half so full as your Lead, 
Doctor" replied the lady drily. The Doctor 



■was silenti and did not rally for die re- 
mainder of the evening. 

X. MRS. SBKECA OF DKOCHEDA. 

Swift slept one nigbt at aninn,-wfaidiwas 
Tcept by a widow lady of very respectable fe- 
mily, Mrs. Seneca, at Drogheda. In tbt 
morning he made a violent complaint of the 
jhtttf being dirty. " Dirty, indeed," ex- 
claimed Mrs. S. " Tcu are the last tnatt^ 
Doctor, that sheuid complain vf dirty sheets." 
He had just then published the " Lady'i 
Dreising Room" a poem ; ^riiich wants no- 
thing but delicacy. 

XI. PULPITS. 

Of pulpits there are in this island several 
sorts ; but I esteem only that made of tim- 
ber from the Sytva Caledonia : if it be upon 
its decay, it is .the better both for the con- 
veyance of sound and other reasons. The 
degree of perfection in shape and size I take 
to consist in being extremely narrow, with 
little ornament, and best of all without a 
C0T«r, 
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coTET, by which means, from its near re- 
semblance to a pillcfry, it will always have a 
mighty influence on human e»^. By the 
pulpit also are adumbrated the writings of 
our modem saints in Great Britain, as they 
have ^Hritualized and refined them firom the 
dross and grossness of sense and human re^ 
son. Rotten wood should be preferred, 
because it possesses the quality of giving 
l^ht in the dark, and bccatise its cavities are 
Inll of worms, the two principal qualifica- 
tions of a fanatic preacher, being his inward 
light and his head full of maggots, and the 
two diderent fates of his writings to be 
Immt (X worm eaten. 

Xli. BANTERING. 

This pcdite word was first borrowed &om 
the bullies in WhitehaU, then lell among, 
the footmea, and at last retired to the 
pedants, by whom it is applied as foroperly to 
the productions of wit, as wit itself would 
he to Sir Isaac Newton's mathema^. 
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XIII. A HORSE IN A DIRTt KOAD. 
Swift vas gtnng one day to pay a visit af 
Mrs. Fleming's at BellcTiHe, when, in riding 
along a narrow by-!ane, being the nearer 
road, the mire was so deep that it was with 
difficulty he could get his horse along, and 
particularly at one part. Meeting soon after 
one of the seirants, he scolded him severely, 
and ordered that it should be mended against 
his return. The man, who stood in great 
awe of the Dean, immediately set about, and 
had just completed it, when theDcan came up 
on his way home. He commended the man 
for his attention ; but attempted in vain to 
get his horse to pass over the part which had 
been mended, but was so bad before ; at last 
the Dean, in a pet, whipping and speaking 
to the horse, said, " Fool ! catft thou jee the 
place is men Jed?" — " Ay," observed the 
man coolly, " your horse, Mr. Dean, is like 
many men— his memory it Better than his 
judgment." 
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XIV. ON DR. Sheridan's flogging a bot. 

Swift was extremely fond of visiting his 
friend Sheridan's school, observing, talking 
to, and occauonalljr commending, the scho- 
lirs. One day observing a very fine boy, 
whom he had frequently praised, crying, 
be inquired the cause, when he found the 
Doctor had flogged him for some trifling of- 
fence. Tarnii^ round to Sheridan, he ap-> 
pHed that beautiful line of Virgil ; thus, 

Sheridan, SherMan I qua le dtmentia cfpit ) 

XV. swift's first interview with 

VANESSA. 

The first time that Swift was in company 
with Miss Vanhomrigh, whom he afterwards 
celebrated as Vanessa, he o&nded her so 
much by some observations, that she struck 
him. A gentleman who was present asked 
him afterwards, what he thought of Miss 
V-^--. " There is nothing tjgly about her 
but her name. Sir," he replied. That pro- 
bably 
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bably determined him to give her the mor^ 
poetical name of Vanesta. 

XVI. THE SCKIBLERUS CLUB. 

■ Before Swift retired to Ireland, tfr. Pope, 
Dr. Arbothnot, Mr. Gay, Dr. ParneB, Mr. 
Jervas, and Swift, fonncd themselves loto a 
aodetjrcalledtheScriblcrusclub. Tbcywrotc 
many things in conjunction, and, according 
to Goldsmith, Gay -was usually the amuiu- 
cnsit* The connection between these witSj 
Advanced the fame and interest of them all. 
They submitted their several productions to 
tlw review of their friends, and readily 
adopted alterations dictated by taste and 
judgment, umnixed wkh envy, or any sinis- 
ter motive. 

■ When the membcrsc^ the ScriWems club 
were in town, they were generally together, 
and often made excursions into the country. 
They generally prefierred walking to riding, 
and all agreed once to vralk down to Lord 
BurlingtcHi's, about t2 miles &om town, it 
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was Swift's custom, « whatever company he' 
might vidt <»■ travel, to oideavoiir to pro- 
cure the best bed tor himself. To secure 
that, on the present occasion, Swift, who was 
an excellent walker, proposed, as they were 
leaving town, that each should make the 
best of his way. Dr. Famell, guessing the 
Dean's intentions, pretended to agree ; but 
as soon as his friend was out of sight, be 
took horse, and arrived at his Lordship's by 
Another way, before Swift. Having acquaint- 
ed his noble host with the other's design, he 
begged of him to disappoint it. It was re- 
served that Swift should be kept out of the 
Itonse. Svnft had never had the small-pox, 
and was, as all his friends knew, very much 
afraid of catching that distemper. A ser- 
vant was dispatched to m«et him as he was 
approaching the gate, and to tell him that 
die small-pox was raging in the house, that 
it would be unsafe for him to enter the doors, 
but that there was a field-bed in the summer 
house in the garden at his service. Thither 
the Dean was under the necessity of be- 
- ?0L. I.. c tiddng 
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taking Um«l£. He was for«d to be cea* 
tfHt ii«i|h a C0I4 tuppfr, wbilst t^is friends, 
whom be ha4 tne4 to«iitstrip, were feasting 
in the house. At iiat, ihes thtj thought 
they had suffiqiently punished his too eager 
desire for his own accominodatian) they r&r 
quested his Lordship to admit him into the 
company. Thf Dean was obliged to promise . 
he would not afterwards, when with hia 
friends, attempt .to secure tl^e best l>ed t<i 
himself^ -Swift was often the butt of their- 
waggery, which he bore with great gOQ4 
humour, knowing well, that though thef 
laughed at his singularities, they estpemcd. 
^is virtues, admired his wit, and venera^d 
Us wisdtHV- 

Many n«r« (he frolics of the Scriblerw 
club. They often evinced the truth of a» 
observatioa made by<tbe poet, " tiuice tit 4tai- 
pert in loco" 

The time for wits to play the fool, is wfacK 

they are met togetbci, to relax from the «e- 

Terity of mental exertion. Their ftilUes have 

a degoee. of extravagance much, beyond dx; 

fhltlgnntic 

,. .Coodc 
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iddegmMic Bierriinciit of teba dlilnc**> vod 
can be relished by tbose only, trbo, having 
wit tkemselves, can trace the cxti^vagaoce to 
the real source. 

This society carefiiUy abstaiaed from their 
frolics before the stupid and ignorant, know- 
ing that on no occasion ought a wise man to 
guard his words and actions more than when 
in the company of fools. 

How long the Scriblerus club lasted is not 
exactly ascertained, cw whether it existed 
during the intimacy between Swift and Ad- 
dison, previous to the Doctor's connection 
with the Tory ministry. 

XVII. •gdiscard's attempt to ass a ti- 

SINATE MR. HARLBT. 

This day the Marquis dc Gutscard was 

.taken up for high treason, by a warrant of 

Mr. 

• Tbe real name of this aan wu not Ciaicard, but 
.ihe Abbe dt Bourlie, who tiavin£ quitted hit nitivc 
couatr;, «>!icited to b* employed igaiiul it in leieml 
court! of Eonipe, and assumed the title of ManpiU df 
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Mr. St. }ebn, and cxamineiil before a com- 
mittee of the council in Mr.St. John's office* 
where were present the Dukes of Onnond, 
Buckingham, 



Guufari.' He at length Dbtained a 
Qaeta Anne, ■od-emtarked in »n inpadition againA 
France, which miscarried ; and his expectaiions beinR 
disappoiiilad by the new miniitry, he endeavoured to 
make hii peace at hnme by acting here as a gpy, and 
cninmenced a treBHinBble corrsspondance : hb leiteti 
were intercepted, and prodnced-to him bjr Mr. Harlef, 
at his ezumiauion. He had committed lereml enof- 
inities ill Fiance, vas extremely prodigal and vicious, 
of a dark melaiicholj complexion and cloudy rouule. . 
nance, luch as ia Tulgar phyHognomy is called an % 
ImIc. His tilait* were Tery mean, having a soil of infe- 
•lioi ctmning, but very small abilities. He confoKd id 
IJewgale, thalrhii ohiefiiesiKn wuagainit Mr. Secretary 
St. John, who happened to chanKe seals wilh Mr. Hai^ 
ley for more convenience of examiiiingtlic [;rin]inal : sad 
bang asked what provoked him lo stab the Chancdlor, 
ha iaid that not being able to came at the Secrelaiy as 
he intended, it was some satisfaction to murder the per- 
son whom be thought Mr. St. Juhn loTcd best. AFier 
the vround was given, Mr. Harley neither changed 
his countenance nor discovered any concern or disorder 
In his speech. He rose up and vaiked along the n»m, 
ahiie he was able, with the greatest Innquillity, during 
the 
,. .Coodc 
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BackiDgh(KB, Shrewsbury, EarlPowIet, Mr. 
Hvtey, Mrr St. John, and othen. During 
cxaminatioi^ Mr. Harley observed Guiscard, 
-who stood bdkind him-, but on ont 3ide> 
Swearing and looking disre^KctfuIlT'. He 
told hiia he ought to behave himself better 
while he was examined far sucha cKi>K> 
Guiscard immediately drew a pen-knife out 
oC his pocket, which he had )»cked up in 
some of the offices, and reaching round, stab- 
bed biiTi just under the breast^ a little to the 
right sidei but it pleased God that the point 
stopped at one of the ribs, and broke dtort 
half an inch. Immediately Mr. St. John 
rose, drew his sword^ and ran it into Guit- 
card's iM-east. Five or six more of the coun- 
cil drew, and stabbed Guiscard in several 
places : but the Earl Peulet called out, for 



IhehetghtofttMConfuilon.Hedeilredlhciargeon would 
inAuiD him freely whether the wound were raoitd,u, ha 
(aid, be but hi Ihtl cue Kime afiain to KUle reU^g to 
big bmtly; and taking up the knife and wiping it him- 
■elf, deiited loniebodf ta lake-care of it, « kc tlimgAl it 
mew bdtsgtd U him. 

c 3 God's 
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Ood'» aake, to spaiK Gvkcard's life, that ha 
giijglit be laade «i example ; and Mr. St. 
]tAti't iword WW taken from hiiQ,aD«l broken 
md thtt foeonen wkhovt ran in, and bound 
Gubcard^ wbo begged lie migttf be killed 
itntbediately; and they lay, called out three 
«r four iiin«s, " My Lord Ormond, My Lord 
OemoDA !" GuiKu-d resisted them a while 
until tkt foGtmeb came in. Immediately 
Btidcr the surgeon was sent for, who dressed 
Mr. Hurley, and he was sent home. The 
wound bled &esh, and they do not apprehend 
him in danger : he said, when tie came home* 
he thought himself in none, and when I wad 
there, ht was asleep, and they did not find 
him at all ^oi^. Your Grace must have 
heard of thts'Guiscard: he fled from France 
lor TiUanies there, and was thought on to 
head an invasion of that kingdom, but was 
not liked. I know him well, and think him 
a fellow of little consequence, although of 
some cunning and much villany. We passed 
by one another this day in the Mall at two 
o'clock, an hour before he was taken op, and 
I won- 
... .Coodc 



I mmdcnd be did not (peak te blC. I be*' 
litv e wety tfaatgiai circumnanoe hffte is tnte» 
bning it from jwaag &&• Horlby.*' 

LeAer to AnztiMthOp king. 

ZVni. CHAHJCTEft at l.el,B OXfdtlD. 
The Lord Trcaiurcr is tenth UW gteAtttt 
diinlster ! evtt knnr : regular in life, with 
a true sense of religion, an excellent scholar, 
aod a good (titine, of A vcrjr mild and afia- 
ble disptnldoht intrepid ul bis bOtiofll Hnd 
inde&rigablc in bbsiness, an titter ddspidef of 
itiober for hinwclf, yet frug;al (pefhaps t<» M 
extnuiky) fer the public. In priTote coitvi 
faay he is wlurily disengaged, and very fit»- 
tious, like bne who hod no buiitiesi at slU 



• ■* Griksard died hei« Diis momiog at twa, and (h« 
" coroDcr'a inquot liate found Ihat he «!U killed by 
" brciises receiTeil from » niessengei, in brder to clear 

" wound, ile cenaiiilj ha.1 in intention to latuiCT 
" the ftueen." — J»aiiial to Slilla. 
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He never wtmts a reserve upon any emer- 
(ciicy, which would appear dcipcrate to 
«thers, and makes little use of those tboosand 
projectors and schematists, who are daily [dy- 
ing him with their visions, but to be tho- 
roughly convinced by the comparison, that 
bit own nuions are best- * 

Letter to AKfabiibop King. 

XIX. TBB BENCH. 
The bench in the Fhenician tongue is a 
word of great signification, importing, if 
literally interpreted, the piact of sleep ; but, 
in cmnmon acceptation, a scat well bolstered 
and cushioned for the repose of old and 
gouty limbs : 8entt ut in Otia Uta receJant, 
Fortune being indebted to them this part of 
retaliation, that, as formerly they have long 
talkedy whilst others slept, so now they may 
iUtp as long, whilst others talk. 

* In the Journal to Stella, menUomnfi Lord Oxford't 
elevation to the Pecrxfe, Swift says, ■- Tha nan A«f 

pti-an by ftrucatititty lurniii'i nit lUiiJ Uu^ivg.'' ^ 
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Wndom a a Jhte, whcs after long hunt- 
ings w9I at last coit you the pains to dig out} 
it is a ebeae, which, by bov much the richer> 
has the thicker, the homelier, and die 
coarser coat ; and whereof to a judicious 
palate the maggots are the best : it is a sack- 
posttt, wherein the deeper you go, you will 
find it the sweeter. Wisdom is a htny 
whose cackling we must value and consid^, 
because it is attended with an egg : but then* 
lastly, it is a nttf, which, unless you choose 
with judgment, may cost you a tooth, and 
pay you with nothing bat a w<Min. 

ZZI, A HEDITATIOH 0P0« A BROOUSTICIC* 

This single stick, which you now behold 
ingloricHuly lying in that neglected c(»iier. 



• AcconKng to the W/le wid manner of llie Honour- 
ablB Roben Boyte'i Mnlilations. Sfe in the liil of 
Swift':! Works, Tol.ii, LordOrreiT'i obKrnlioD on thii 

I once 



I once knew in 2 flourisliing state in a forest ; 
it was fiill of sap, fall of kavcs, and full of 
boug^ : but now in vain docs tbc busy aR 
of mafi pntettA to vie witb natul^t by tyie^ 
that witbered buiuttc of twigi to its sapkss 
trtink. Ii it now bt beit but the rerCrsa of 
wbut it Wai, a tree turned upside down* thi 
branches on die earth, and the root in the 
ulr. It is now handled by every dirty wench) 
coademned (0 do her drudgery, and by a 
capricious kind of fate, destined to make 
her things <;le3n, atid be nasty itself. At 
length, worn out to the stumps in the service 
bf the inaidsi it is eithsr thrown out of doorit 
or condemneJ to the last Use) of kindling a 
fire. When I beheld this, I sighed and 
Said within myself, Sunly, moriat man is a 
braomaiek I Nature sent him into the world 
strong and lusty, in a thriving condition) 
wearing bis own hair on his head, the pro- 
per branches of this reasoning vegetable, 
until the axe of intemperance has lopped ofi* 
his green boughs, and left him a withered 
trunk : he then flies to art> and puts on a 
periwig, 

,. .Coodc 
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periwig, vahiiiig htii»df upon an unnatural 
bundle of luun, dl cofrered with powder^ 
that never grev.iqjon hk besKl; but nowi 
ihoold this, cur bnemawJct pretend to enter 
tbe scene, proud of those birchen spoils it 
oerer bore, and all corra-ed with dust> 
though the sweepings of the finest ladj^s 
chamber, we should be apt to ridicule and 
despise its vanity. Partial judges that we 
are of our own excellencies, and other men's 
defaults I 

But a broomstickt perhaps .you will say, is 
an emblepi of a tree standing on its head } 
and pray what is man but a tq>syturvy 
creature, his animal iacultics perpetually 
mounted on his rational, his head where bis 
heels should be, groveling on the earth I 
and yet, with all his faults, he sets up to be 
an universal reformer and corrector of abuses, 
a remover of grievances, rakes into every 
slut's comer of nature, bringing hidden cor- 
mptions to the light, and raises a mighty 
dust where there was none before, sharing 
deeply all the while in the very same pollu- 
tions 
,. .Google 
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tions lie pretouls to sweep smj : hi» last 
days are spent in slavery to women, and ge- 
nerally the least desernng ; till worn to the 
stmnps like his brother besom, he is cither 
kicked out of dora^ or made use of to kin- 
dle dames for others to warm themselves 
by. 

ZXU.' JOIK CUDGELS HED. 

yoan cudgels Ned, yet Ned's a bully j 
W»// cudgels Bess, yet Wi/l's a cully. 
Die Ned and Bes: ;■ give fTil/ to Joon^ 
She darcS' sot say, her life's her own. 
• Die yoan and Jf^i/ii gheBejs to Ned, 
■ And every day she comir tu head! 

XZIII. CHARACTER OF DR. WILLIAM EING, 
LORD ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIK. 

The Lord Archbishop of DwUm having 
been Several times of lue years much mis- 
represented <in England, I would willingly- 
set you right in his character. For his great 
mfiieringS} and eminent services, he was by 
the 
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the late King (William the Third) promoted 
tOTtbe sccof Deny. About the same time 
he wrote a book to justifjr the Revolution, 
whereiti was an account of Eang James's 
proceedings in Irchmd i and the late Arch- 
bishop Tillotson recommended it to the 
King, as.the most valuable treatise that could 
have been published at such a juncture-; and 
38 his grace set out upon those principles, 
fae.has proceeded so ever since as a loyal sub- 
ject to the Queen ; entirely for the nicces- 
stonin the Protestant line, and for ever ex- 
cluding the Pretender : and, though a firm 
friend to the church, yet witb indulgence 
towards dissenters, as appears firom his con- 
duct at Derry, where he was settled for 
many years among the most virulcirt of the 
'Sect ; yet npon bis removal to Dublin, they 
j>arted from him-with-tcars in thdr eyes, and 
-universal -acknowledgments of his wisdom 
and goodness. For the rest, it must be 
owned, he does not busy himself by entering 
-deep into any party; but rather spends )us 
lime in aas of hospitality and -charity, in 
building 
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bmldmg of chnrchci, icpavii^ his palacir, 
in introducing and preferring the vorthiest 
persons he can 6Bd, intbaut other rcgwds ; 
in short, in the practice of all Tirtues^ thM 
-can become a public at private life. Thi% 
.•nd more, if possible, is due to so excellent 
a person, who may be JDStlj reckoned anM»Qg 
ihe greatest and most learned prelates of the 
peamt age. 

Letter conceniingthii SaciaineDtal Test. 
"XXIV. EPITAPH ON JUDGE BOAT. 

Here lies Judge Bad within a coffin. 
Fray, gentlefolks, forbear your scoffing { 
jLBeat a Judge t yes, where'sthe blander f , 
A toooden Judge is no such wonder ! 
And in his robes you must agree. 
No Boat was better tUckt than he. 
Tis needless to describe him fiiUer. 
In short he was an abhMu/ler.* 

• flu. WhetlMr tbe Jkathpr maul 4dwlar, tnd wl^ 

futlj misuok. 



3X7. OM STEFHBH DDCK,* THE THKESHBR 
AND FATOUKITE FOET. 

The thresher Duck could o'er the Qucco 

prevail, 
The proverb says, " no fence against a flail." 
From threihing com, lie turns to thresh his 

trains, 
For which her Majesty allows hi'm grains. 
Though 'tis confest, that those who ever saw 
His poems, think them all not worth a strawI 
Thrice happy Duck, employed in threshing 

stuhMe, 
Thy toil is lesscn'd, and thy profits double. 

ZXn. THE PLACE OF THE SAUMBD. 

All folks who pretend to religion and grace. 
Allow there's a Hell, but dispute of the place: 
JBut if Hell may, by logical rules, be defin'd 
The place of the damn' d — I'll tell yoa my mind. 

• Stephen Diiclt was a poor Ihiejher, -who haTing 
'vrittcnwtuGTcnes, ihef were shewn to ibe late Quaen, 
who made him her (ibraiy kce;ier at Rit^ntond. Ha 
afterwards look orders, and was preferred to a living; 
but growing mtlaiichDly, he at last dronned himielf. 

Wherever 
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Wlierever the damn'd do chiefly aboond. 
Most certainly there is Hell to be found : 
Damn'd ^oets, damn'd eritiej, damn'd hioct- 

headi, damn'd knaves, 
Damn'd senmiors brib'd, damn'd prostitute 

Damn'd laviyers andjudga, damn'd hrJif and 

damn'd tquires i 
Damn'd spiu and mfofaerit AxaaO, friendtt 

and damn'd ./inr/; 
Damn'd villaini corrupted in every station, 
Damn'd timeserving priftis all avcrthenatiMt ; 
And into the bat^n I'll readily give you 
Daam'd ignorant ^w/ai'M vaAeountellors privy. 
Then let us no longer by parsons.be Bamm'd, 
For we know by these marks the place of the 

damn'd ; 
And Hell) to be sure, is at Paris or Rome^ 
— How happy for us that it b not at home! 

XXVU. LORD CiRTERKT. 
" When people ask me, how I governed 
Ireland ? I say, that I pleased Dr. Swift." 
" QuEtitani meiitii sume Euperbiam." 

Ixaa lo Dr. Swift. 

. .Coosic 
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X3CTIII- THE NATlONAr DEBT. 
Swift's account of the origin of the na- 
tional debt is correct, and his prophecy rc- 
mai^blc. > h has been too fatally fulfilled. 
He saysi in his Essay on the Conduct of t,he 
Mies, '* The true reason for embracing the 
expedient of borrowing money upon funds 
of interesti was to secure a new Prince not 
fmnly settled upon the throne : people were 
tempted to lend by great pitmiums and large 
interest ; atMl it concerned them neariy to 
preserve that government which they had 
busted with their money. l!lie persoq* 
said to have been the author of so detestable 
a project, lived to see some of its fatal con- 
sequences, whereof his grand-children will 
not see an end. Hence sprung a set of uf- 
rtarts, who had little or no part in the Re- 
volution, b« valued themselves upon their 
noise and pretended zeal, and who got into 
credit at court by the merit of becoming 

• Dc. Burn«tt, Biihop ofSalbbutr. 
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uodertakeK and projectors of loans and 
fimds. Tli^, finding that the geatlemcn 
aS eatatct were not wSling to come inleo their 
jncMures, fcU into new ichcnica of nu«ing 
jBoney, in wder to aatz a monicd imerot 
that mi^itt in time* vie widi the landed^ 
aoad of which they hoped to be at the 
^ead." 

XXIX. OK SEEING TE8SESWRITTIN UPON 
WINDOWS AT INKS. 

Five la iagstelle icam to have been Swiit'i 
constant tnottt. His active mind seized 
cv^ oj^Kirtuntty of exemplifying it, as 
jthesc and other trifles prove. 

Tht sage vho nid be would be proud 
Of windows in hie breast, 
. Becanse he ne'er one thought allow'd 
That'm^it not be confest i 
■His viodov scrawl'd b^ ev'ry rale^ 

His breast again would cover ; 
And fsirly Ind the Devil take 
The di'mond and the lover. 

ANOTSSB. 



lliatljOveistbeDCTil I'llprovewlKarsqnir'd) 
Thepe rhymeri tbundantly $hcw it : 

Tbey svcsr that fiuj all by Love an uapi^d. 
And the Devil's a dsmiuUe poet. 

XXV. Effect of reading the gbesc 

AND ROUAN HtSTOEIEt. 
Tbere is tomething specious in Hobbes's 
asscrtioD, tbat the yonth of England - arc 
icornipted in ^ir political [sinciples bf 
Teading the histories of Greece and Rome, 
which, hzving been vritten under republics, 
teach the readers to hwe ill notions of aio- 
narcby. 

XXXI. THBBlItKIER TRBATT. 

This treaty was only signed by one of our 
plenipotentiaries* (Lord Viscount Towns- 
head), and Swift, in his Essay on the Con- 
duct of the Allies, says, •• that the other 

* Sm Jidin Ball, by Dr. Arbuthaot, in tht Miscellnniet, 
» 2 fPvkt 
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(Duke of Marlborough) iras heard to say he 
would rather loA his right hand dian set it 
to such a treaty. Had he spoke those words 
in due season, and loud enough to be heard 
on this side of the water, <x>nsidering the 
credit he had then at court, he might have 
saved much of his counnys honour, and 
got as much to himsdf ; therefore, if the 
rtport be true, I am inclined to think he 
ooly SAID it. I have been likewise told, 
that some tery necessary circumstances were 
wadting in the entrance upon this treaty : 
hut the ministers here rather chose to sacri- 
fice the honour of the crown, and the safety 
«f their country, than not ratify what one 
of their favourites had transacted." 

XXZIL; lokd TIBASOKBK godolphim. 

Swift in his correspondence makes a rule 
of communicating all the conversation and 
little anecdote about Comt, which he had 
the best opportunities of hearing. Here is 
an instance of a great man's respectiiil treat- 
ment of his Sovereign, on being turned out. 
" I' 
.. ..Coodc 
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** If may be new to tell yon stune circacn* 
stances of m7LordTreasui«r*s(Godolphin) 
removal. A letter was >ent to him by a 
groom of the Queen's stables, desiring he 
irould break his staff, which would be the 
easiest way botb to her Majesty and iaaC 
Mr. Smith, Chancellor of the Exdicquart 
happening to come in a little afteri my Lonji. 
broke his staff, and ilung the pieces. in the 
(ikimney, desiring Mr. Smith to be witness 
that he had obeyed the Queen's conunands^ 
and sent bim to the Queen with a letteivand 
a message, which Mr. Smith delivered, and 
tt the same time surrendered up his. own 
ftfiSce." 

XXXIII. DUKR OF MAHLBO ROUGH. 

Here is a splendid instance to what ambi- 
tion and avarice will reduce a great man. 
The' character which Swift draws of the 
Puke has too general corroboration to be 
doubted. . . 

" The Duke of Marlborough was yesterday 
an hour with the Queen : the Duke's beha- 
03 viour 
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-viour %as with t£e most ibject snboiiEEidn ^ 
that be wsis tbe meanest of her Majesty's in- 
itrtiinaitSi her ImmHe creature, apoot vjerm^ 
bfe. He is covetous as hell, and aml»doiu 
as the Prince of it i he would fain have been 
General for life, and has In'oken all endea- 
Tonrs for peace, to keep his greatness, and 
get mmcjr. He told the Qoeen, he wa» 
neither covetous nor ambitious. She said^ 
if she could have conveniently turned about^ 
the would have laughed, and conld hardljr 
forbear it in Ms ha- I conien my belief, 
that he has not one good quality in the 
world besides that of a General ) and even 
that, I have heard denied by several great 
soldiers. But we have had constant success 
in arms while he commanded, and o|»nioo 
is a mighty matter in war. Iliis I had from 
a Lord to whom the Queen told it : f6r the' 
Ministers never tell any thing } and it is 
only by picking out and comparing that one 
can ever be the wiser for them." 



xurr. 



XX3CIT. THI^ IMOttUBKTB » lUbUN 
TODMG UBH. 

This is anotfier of those bagatelles for 
which Swift was st> distinguished. The de- 
scription unhappily still has its application. ' 

Gaming, talking, swearing, drinldng. 
Hunting, shooting, nercr thinking ; 
Chattering noawnse all day kmg, 
Hamming half an open »ong } 
Chusing bmbki, rings, and jewels ; 
Wrking verses, fighting dueb. 
Mincing words in conTertation, 
Ridicnlilig all the nation. 
AdmiriAg their own pretty faces. 
As if possess'd of all the graces j 
And, though no bigger than a rat. 
Peeping under each girl's bat. 

xxxt. saying of lokd treasuser 

Oxford's. 

" The Lord Treasurer once said to me, 

which I be^ve is the great m^xim he pro- 

D 4 cecds 
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cecds by, that visdoro in [nblic affairs is not| 

what is commonly believed^ the foitning^of 

schemes with remote views ; but the making 

use'of such incidents as ha[q)Co." This has 

certainly been the maxim of the greatest 

politicians. 

XXXVI. RECOMMENDATIONS FOK 
. PLACES AND PENSIOHS. 

Swift, was long engaged about coUMs; 
and, during part of the time, certainly 
thought himself of great importance to mi- 
nisters. This has been (dt«a doubted by 
others, ai)d this letter proves that, whatcrver 
the &ct was, be himself lived long enough 
to .change 6is opinion. In a letter to 
Mrs. Howard, not published, in his works, 
dated .at " Twickenham, July ^th; I727, 
between church and dinner time," he says, 
" I have often told Mrs. Pratt, that I have 
not the least interest with the friend's friend's 
friend of any body in power j on the con- 
trary, I ' have been used like a dog for a 
dozen ycarSf by every soul who was able to 
do 
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do it, and were but sweepers about ■» court. 
I believe yon will allow that I know courts 
wdl cnoogb to retncmber, that a man must 
have got many degrees above the power of 
recommending himself, before he should 
presume to recommend another, even his 

, nearest rclati(»t i and, for my own part, you 
may be sure that I will never venture to re- 
commend a mouse to Mrs. Cole's cat, or 3 
shoe cleaner to your nearest domestic. But 
you know too well already how very injudi- 
cious the general tribe of wanters are. I 
told Mrs. Pratt, that if she had friend?, it 

" were best to solicit a pension ; but it seems 
she had mnttioned a place. I can onfy say, 
that when I was about courts, the best lady 
there had some cousin or near dependant 
whom she would be glad to recommend for 
an employment, and therefore would hardly 
think of strangers : for I take the matter 
dius ; that a pension may possibly be got by 
commiseration ; but great personal favour is 
required for an employment. There arc, 
madam, thousands in the world, who, H' 
they 
... , Google 
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they mr your dog use me kiodl7, vould tfali 
next day, in 3 later, tell me of the deli^ 
they heard I had in doing good ; and, being 
assored that a word of mine to yon would do 
any thing, derire my interest to qieak to 
you, to speak to the ^eaker, to apeak to 
Sir Robert Walpole, to speak to the King, 
&c. Thus wanting peofde are like drown* 
ing people, who lay bold of every reed oa 
bulrush in thdr way." 

XXXTII. THE courtier's C>HED, 

Swift hai frequently been charged witb 
impiety y and, if the (tones related of him 
be tine, there was in his actions, as well a» 
in his writii^s, an occasional le^ty of man- 
ner, which might be considered by some a« 
arisoig &om an indiffi^encc about religion. 
After this very free paraphrase of so solcma 
an article as the B^cf, it cannot be said that 
the charge ts entirely without foundation. 
" I believe in Kmg George the Second ; the 
greatest Captain, and the wisest Monarch 
between heaven and earth ; and in Sir Ro- 
bert 
,. , Google 
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bcrt Walpole, bi» tmiy Minister our Lord : 
who wM be^tten d Barrett the Attorney^ 
born of Mrs. "W. of Houghtoiti uciucd of 
comption^ coiiTicte(I> expelled, aad tmpri- 
loncd : he went down into Norfolk; th« 
Ihixd year be came ap i^ain. He aacended 
into tlie adBainittratifffl} and aittcth at thtf 
bead of tbc Trcaniry, from wlteacc be ibsU 
pay all tboie wbo vote ai they are com- 



" I bdieve in H9racc'i ' treaty, the sanc' 
tity of the Biibopa, the independency of the 
Lnda, the int^rity of the Commooi, resti- 
tntioct from the Spaniards, resurrection of 
credit, dJscbas^ <^ the public debtS) vaA 
peace everiasting. Amen." 

ZXXVIII. EPITAPH ON A LAOT.. 

Here lies a lady, wbo, if not bely'd, 

St. Paid's advice took up, audaii tiingt wj'di 

Nm stopp'd she here, but foUow'd through 

thereat. 
And always stuck the longest to the best. 

* Horace Walpole, brother to Sir Robert. Tlw 
ITMl; of Cenrujdenberi it alluded t», 
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XXSIX. THE SPECTATOR^ 
Ofilie37thApnll71I. 
This paper vas written bf Addison, md 
is printed with his wctrks. The story is 
founded im one of the four Indian Kings 
then lately in London, having by accident 
forgot a bundle of pap^ cont^ning a diary 
of observatitHis made during their stay, for 
the information of their countrymen cm 
their refom, and whidi were found by their 
landlord after their departure. From this 
pretended diary the paper contains a qnot»- 
tion, from the article Londm, being a )U* 
ifriptun ^ St. PauPit and then follows a 
disquisition on the absurdity of men wearir^ 
breeches, and womed, petticoats. It appears 
the idea was Swift's, as, in his Journ;d to 
Stella, he says, " You know thatiheSpeG-* 
tator is written by Steele wjth Addison's 
help. Yesterday it was ihade of a noble 
hint I gave Steele long ago for his Tatlers, 
about an Indian supposed to write his travcb 
into England. I repent he ever had it. I 
intended 

,. ' .Coodc 
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inMnded to have irritten a book on that sul> 
ject> I believe be has spent it sJl in one 
paper, and all tlie under bints tbcre are 
mine too." 

XL. HISTOIIT OF THE FODK LAIT TEAM 
OS TH« KEIGN Of QPEBN AKllB. 

In April 1737 die Earl of Oxford wrote 
to Dean Swift, -cm occanim of bis haraig 
gWcn pcitnission to some of his friends to 
print this work. Tbe Earl there requests 
that> irotn the constant regard and sincere 
friendship which had existed between his 
£aher (the late Lord Treasurer)- and the 
Dean, he wonld not su&er it to be printed 
withont previonriy allowing it to be sulv 
mitttd to him and some of bis late Ci- 
ther's friends j " as I recoDcct," «ys tfie 
Eari, " that on reading it there seemed to 
me a want of some papers to make it more 
complete> which it was not in our power to 
obtain ; besides^ there were some severe 
(ianp saidj which mi^t have been then 
very current^ talked «S, but now wSl want 
propet 
. .Cooslc 
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jiropcr evktence to ta[q>ert.'' Mr, I«wU, 
prinu 9ei;rttai7 to tbe late l^ord Treasurer, 
Also made the same reqiwA, in a letter ditted 
June 30th> 1737, in these irords: ''IsitHot 
possible that I maj surest some things that 
foumajhave omitted, and give yoa rtasona 
for leaving out othen ? Ilie scene is changed 
■ince that period <}f time : the eooditions of 
the peace of Utrecht have been iqtplauded 
by most part of mankind, evot in both 
Houses of Parliament. Thougk 70a Extern 
more than any mae, permit me to contribute 
a mite, andvith the altoation of one word* 
viz. by iiiserting fana instead of tnagita, 
apply to myself that passage of Virgil, yu»- 
rmK pt^t p»rva fid." In his relies to these 
letters, Swift says, •• llie History was writ- 
ten at Windsor just upon finishingthe peace; 
M which time yow £uher and my Lord Bo^ 
lingbroke had a misuoderatanding with each 
other, that was attended with very bad con- 
sequences. Wbea I cune to Ireland to take 
this deanery (after the- peace was made), 2 
covld vat mjh^ tfnre ^ fertni^t, being 
called 

,. .Coodc 
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caHalbyahondrcd letten to hasten back, 
and to we my eodeavoun id reconcUing 
those ministers. I left than the Htstoty 
you niention, which I had finished at 
Windsor to the time «f the peace. When 
I letnrned to Engtandj I found dicir qini^ 
rds and coldness increased. I lidwnred to 
recondle tbem as much as I was Me: I 
nrntrived to bring thcro to my Lotd Ma- 
sham's at St. Janet's. I cxpodolated with 
them both oo being left together, but could 
not £iid any good consequences, I was to 
p) to Windsor the next day with my Lc»d 
l^easurer: I |wetended business that pre- 
Tentod me, expecting they woold come to 
some agreement. But I foBowed them to 
Windsor; Muan my La»d Bc^gbn^ told 
see that mj scbeoe had come to nothing. 
Things went on at the same rate ; they grew 
Store cttnoged every day. My Lord Trea- 
nucT found bis credit daily declining. In 
Mzy, before the Queen died, I bad my last 
meeting with tbem at Li^d Masham's. He 
kfi DS togjobiert and I dure spoke very freely 
to 
,. ,Coo.k- 
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to theoL both, and told them, " I vwJJ. 
retirtf for I foutid all mat jsne." hot^ Bo- 
liogbrelce whispered me I was " in tie right" 
Yoor fatlicr sud, " a// vmdi de vxU," I 
told him that '• / vKuld ge to Oxford en 
J^otiday, tinct I ftund k viat itnponibU to he 
tf any uie." — I took coach to Oxford OD 
Mondays went to a friend in BerkAirei 
there ctaid imtU the Queen's death, and 
then to mjr station here i - where I staid 
twelve years, and never saw my Lord, your 
father, afterwards,. They could not even 
agree about printing the History of the four 
last years i and therefore I have kept it to 
ilns time, when I determine to pablish it in 
London, to the confusion of all those rascals 
who have accused the Queen and that mi- 
nistry of making a bad pcace^ to which that 
party entirely owes the Frotestatit niccctsipn: 
I was then, in the greatest heart and confi- 
dence with your &ther the Lord Treasurer, 
as well as with my Lord Bolingbroke, and 
all others who had part in the adnunistra* 
don^ I had all the letter* bim the Secrc* 
tary's 

,. .Coodc 



■tary*5Q.£ce d)iriagdt« treaty ^jteace: qtit 
of those, and what I learned frow the nir 
mstry, I fonnfcd .ifc*t Hift^ wbwh I xa 
MOW g^g to plitdi^ for the .ipfbrpiatipn «f 
posterity, and t? co^troul the siW hp^n* 
dent &l{seb||pd» 7h>ch \nxf ^«ai ini^ljihetf 
nnce. I wanted no )[ind of patcj&iif, J 
knew your father better (ihaji 70U <onlil # 
-rt|^fi«e: »nd I do iflnfMHtioUr thijik him 
th^ atost -nit^i^ mmista-j aad the oioot 
^le of.any* .ll)fA ever I rffpiember to bsve 
xead (rf*. {f ^g^ LcMcdsbip has an; partico 
Jar tJr<i#'BM^ices that may fortify what i 
]^f!K^d in the HtMfHy, such as letters or 
4^)(r materiajsf I am content that thejr 
j^Kmld be printed at the end by wfiy o£ ap- 
pend^. I loved mj Lord your lather better 
than aoy other man is the world, abbtug^ 
I im(t ne qiligatkn tehim on tbt sceti ^ prt~ 
ferment \ hmxag been driven to this viretchifi 
Jingtiemf te which I was almost stranger, iy 
his want ^ pwoer to keep me in what I vught 
Jo caff my o^im country, oUhtntgh I hafptntd t» 
,be dn^ here, and y/oi a ynr o/d brfart 11^ 
VOL. I. £ it. 
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a, and, to my torrovi, did tat die hefort I tame 
■btuk to it again." 

■la his answer to Mr. Lewis's letter, Swift 
says, ** The History you menttoa was writ- 
■tta above a year before the Queen's death. 
1 am coiiii<lent you read it, as did this Lord 
Oxford. You know, on the Queen's death, 
how the peace and sU proceedings were onr- 
■venally condenmed. This I knew would 
be done; and the ducf cause <^ my writing 
was, not to let such a Queen and Minbtry 
^)c under such a load of infamy, or posterity 
iie so ill informed. Lord Oxford is in the 
wrong to be in pain about his fetther's ch^ 
yactcr, <IT his proceedings in his mirustry; 
-which ds so drawn, that his greatest ad- 
mirers will rather censure me for paiti^ty. 
1 do not know any body but yourself who 
-could ^ve me more light than what I then 
recetTcd ; for I remember I often consulted 
with you, and took memorials of many im- 
portant particulars which you told me, as I 
did of others, for four years together. I 
belieVe you know that Lord BoUngbroke is 

I tiOV 
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now bnsy in France, uniting tjte history of 
bis owa time ; and how much he grew to 
hate the l^casurer yoct know too well } and 
I know how much he hates his very memory. 
This is what the present Lord Oxford should 
be most- in pain at, nctt about me." 

XLI. BIRTH-DjtT PRESENTS. 

It was for a great many years a regular 
custom with Sniit's most intimate friends, 
to make bim some presents on his birth-day. 
On that occasion, 30th November) 1733* 
Lord Orrery presented him with a paper 
book, £nely bound, and Dr. Delany with a 
wlver standish, accompanied with the fol- 
lowing verses. Lord Orrery's seems to have 
been nearly his first essay in poetry; f<H: 
Swift, in a letter thanking him for the pre- 
sent, says, " Accept my most bumble thanks 
for the honour done me by so excellent a 
performance on so barren a subject; by 
which words I anticipate the censure of ail 
those who love me not, in spite of whom it 
will be said in future age, that on* of Lord 
% 2 ■ Orrirfj 

,. .Coodc 
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ToCr.Svitt, «itkaP>perBaok; by Joba^Earlof 

I'o 'thee, dear Swift, these -spotless leaves I 

4end; 
Small is the jR-csent, but sincere the Jriend. 
Think not so poor a book below thy care; 
^7ho knows the price that thou canst make 

itljcar? 
Tho* tawilry now, and Kfce Tyralla's &ce, 
The specious fi-ont shines out with hor- 

tow'd grace ; 
1^0' paste'boardsjglitt'ringlike a'tinseTdcoat, 
A rasa tdhula within denote : 
Yet, if a venal and corrupted age. 
And modem vices should provoke thyragej 
If,wam'd once more by their impending fate* 
A sinking country and an injur'd-state 
Thy great assistance should again demand. 
And call 'forth Kcason to ddcnd the land ; 
Then shall we view' these sheets with glad 

surprise, C^cs : 

Xnspir'd with fhouglit, and speaking to our 
Each 
,. .Coodc 



£ich vacant sp«cc shall tke% cmiclt'^ dS»- 

pease 
True forte c^ doquoKe, and B t r wm i scdk }, 
InfiUm die judgmcuc, Mttmatc the bsart. 
And saCrcd miss of pt^Cf impait. 
The spangled cov'ring, brigbt wid; qrfen^' 

ore, [noK }. 

Shall cheat tfie nght with empty ibsw d*' 
But lead Its inward to those golden amtf 
Where all thy soul in native luifirc sbinef. 
So when the eft aerviyt uhbc kvety £>»> 
With bloom of besnitf, gnc'd with ibape' 

andait^ 
How is- the npture heigfatcn'd when we iai- 
Thc f()rnvexcdl^d b;; her eriestial mind ? 

VeiKslcfEwithaSilverSUnduhenrtieDeaiicifSt. ?!■ , 
tricVi Vale ou bis Eirtb D»y ; by Di. DcUny. 

Hither from Mexico I came^ 
To serve a [w^ud lemian dame :~ 
Was long submitted to her will. 
At length she lost me at Qoa^Iii^C' 
Through various shapes I often pass'd* 
Still be{Hag to have rest at last : 

,. .Coodc 
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.And Mill imbitioiu to obtwn 
Admittance to the patriot Dean; 
^ni mnetimes' got within his door, 
* Qut soon turn'd out to serre the poor ; 
Not strolling idleness to aid, 
^nt tu»Dest industry deca/d. 
At length an artbt purchas'd me. 
And vrought me to the shape you see. 

This done, to Hermes I applied : 
*' ,0 Hermes ! gratify my pride P 
" Be it my fate to serve a sage, 
*' TTic greatest genius of his age ; 
" That matchless pen let me supply, 
1' Whose living lines will nerer die 1" 

*^ I grant your suit," the god replied j 
And here he left me to reside. 

V«nM nritten bj Deaa Swift, occiiioDe4 by Iha Ton- 
eaing FrewnU. 

A Paper Book is sent by BoyUf 
Too neatly gilt for me to soil : 
Delany sends a silver Standish, 
"When I no more a pen can brandish. 

• Alluding to 5001. > yeta lent bj the Deu), with ki- 
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Let both around my tomb be phc'd, 
A» trophies of a muse dccesu'd : 
And let the friendly lines they wric* 
In praise of long departed wit, 
Be £rav'd on either side in colimmsf 
More to my praise than all my volumes ; 
Xo burst with envy, sfHte^ and rage» 
The Vaodals of the present age. 

Mn. Piltiiiglon having heard thai Deao Swift W 
re^eiTed a Piper Book from the Elarl of Orrer7, and 

~ 9 Silver Stand ishfmiD Dr. D«Uiif, sent die DaR 
an Eeglc't SiUU, ailli th«'fuUawiug.lia«> ou' tbc 

Shall then my kindred all my glory claim,. 

And boldly rob me of eternal fame I 

To ev'ry art my gen'rous aid I lend. 

To music) painting, poetry, a triend>. .. 

Tis I celestial harmony inspire, 

* When fix'd to strike the sweetly warbling 

wire. 
I to the faithful, canvas have consign'd 
Each bright idea of the painter's mind i 

* Qnillj of tlie Ijirpiicliord. 
r E 4 Behold 
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BduM 'rotb R^haeFs Ay-dipt peadb Hscr 
Such bcaT*niyictisa bs chinntfaegszer'seyes^ 
O let me ooir aspire to bigber praise I 
Ambiticnu to transcribe your deathless Uys ; 
Nor thoa, iaun6^tiF nrd I iny iM rdiuc,- 
AcceptiBc is dte serrant of yflor tome; 
Then afadi the world atj wObd'roos Worth 

declare 
And all mankind your matchless pen revere.* 

XLII. UK. pope's TRANSLATIOK OF HOUSR, 

Swift's bpfcnncss add candoor io criticism 
cannot be more folly conceiTed than in his 
letter to Pope, on the latter** trartdatlon of 
Hpnwr. He laysj '* I borrowed yom- Ho<- 
mer, and read tt om ih two evehittgs. If k 

• Thr Dbui in * letter to Mn. PUkin|toft aji, « I 

ncteruvr betlci leraes in their kind Ihan Ibon joubaiw 
beon pleuectto make upon me; of which opinion are 
(ome piitkuUi friends of grniui and tufa t6 #ham I 
-nntui«d IbcomiounicKtfctlKm. lemonlraiMU'ejoit, 
that l nine jour preaenlumucliaaeitlier of the oUwn, 
..onl; fou mutt permit it to be turned into a pen ; which 
office I will perform with tnf Dwa band, and never per- 
mit tnj other to uk il." 

pleases 
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peases atbas u wsU a toe, yoa haft gf^ 
jo\ir end ia profit snd reputation i 7M I 
am angry at some bad rhymes and trii^etSt 
and )>ray, in yonr next, do not let me have 
so mafiy unjustifiable rhyma to war lod 
gods. I tell you all the £iult> I know, onI<r 
in one or two places, you are a little ob- 
scure ; but I eipccted ytm to be so In one or 
two and twenty. Tour note* are perfectly 
grod, add so arc your preface and essay." 

XUII. DR. GEE. 

Dr; Gee, prebendary of Wsstminstert 
who had wriKcn a sinall paper against ^i^^vry^ 
betog obliged to tmfel fot his heslch, tU 
fected to disgolse hli person, and change hit 
name, aa he passed through Pwtugal, Spain, 
snd Italy t idling all the English he met, 
that he was .afraid of being mnrdcred^ or 
pBt into the inqnisitioo. He was acting the 
same farce at Parte, tfll Mr. Prior (who wa« 
then secretary to the embassyj quite discon- 
certed the Doctor, by maliciously discover- 
ing the secret, and effoing to engage body 
for 
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far bodf, that not a creatnre trtmld hart 

bim> or had ever heard of him or hi* 



XLIV, DIALOGUE BETWEEN SWIFT AND 
HIS LANDLOSD. 

■ Thc' three towra of Navan, Kclls, and 
Trim, vhicb lay in Swift's route on his first 
joDmey to hancoTf seem to hare deeply ar- 
rested his attention, for he has been fre- 
quently beard' to speak of the beautiful situ- 
ation of the &st) the antiquity of the second, 
and the time-shaken towers of the third. 
There were three inns in Navan, each of 
which claim to this day the honour of 
having entertained Dr. Swifi / It is pro- 
bable that be dined at one of them, for it is 
-certain that he slept at Kells in the house of 
■Jimatban Btkhert a Xidcestersbire man, who 
bad built the inn in that town on the Eng- 
lish model, which still exists, and, in point 
of capaciousness and convenience, would 
not disgrace the £nt road io England. The 
.host, 



hostt vrbetha nrndc hj the commandiiig 
■tcnmess of Swift'i appearaice> or from na- 
tural civilityi shewed him into the bat 
room, and w^ed himEclf at tabic. The 
Mtention of Belcher seems so far to have 
won upon Swift as to have, produced some 
conversation. " You're an Englishman* 
Sir ?" said Swift. " Yes, Sir." " What ii 
your name i" " Jonathan Belcher, Sir." 
** An Englishman and Jonatban too, in the 
town of Kells — who would hare thought it( 
Wliat brought you to this country ?" *' I 
came with Sir Thomas Taylor, Sir } and I 
believe I conld reckon fifty Jonathatu in my 
family." " Then you are a man of family I", 
" Yea, Sir; I have four sons. and three 
dauglders by one mother, a good woman of 
true Irish mould." " Have you been long 
out of your native country?" " Thirty. 
years, Sir.** " Do you ever expect to viut 
it again i" " Never." " Can you say that 
without a sigh ?" '* I can, Sir ; my &mily 
is my country !" " Why, Sir, you are a 
better philosopher than those who havQ. 



.Cooslc 



Vtium 1*«)an»» do, the Mbjiitt: tbte ymi 
Vri reeotitiScd to four htx P' ** I ooght M 
be so ) ] sud ^ay happy; t like tHe pcofdei 
tnd, thOugH I Iras not bom itt Irdknd, 111 
<t« in it, !tad thu's t&c HBne tiling. ** Swift 
{Mtistd Hi deep tbonght for near a nmtMe» 
and tb<» witb mtadi energy repeatfld the 
fttt line i>f the preamble of the nottfd Irish 
Statme—^tii Hibemis Hihermores I — " (The 
Engliib) art unrt Irish than the Jrith thtm- 
uhes."" 

.XLT, ltE.JOME% CUIUTB Of L1KA00>> . 

O^ the evening of the fburtb dxy of bi» 
pedestrian jonmey, Swift reached LuaccM'; 
11k curate of dte pariih -was emt^mg hH-- 
pipe at At door, when Swif^ advancing* 
4rith a hasty step, and without tfie leasr mt* 
kitation, a^ed him his name. The gooA 
aid plotor was so strach: with the appcatUkotr 
of Swift, and the abruptness of flic queslkiv 
that he could scarcely articulate Jokes; 
** WeU ttien I am yoor master \" exclaimed' 
S*yk. "Whm Hk curate recovered a little 
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<frain'fail anrpri*^ be bonvd is iSkOKt bat 
'Aeimvolsoni^, but of reject. Helol 
ihrifrintoitbe best room iafakhinDble'Coft* 
■uge. andintirodaced bun M fab Tvife in .thcMt 
'vtads: " ftbry, mj.dar, thb it tbe ncir 
-Mcsr, omr new matter.". Swift did not -tu 
tempt to iqsaJify the hardweit of the expre*> 
-noot thengfa it mat casf to poceire .tbe 
■cfiect it hid opOB ISfrs. loncs ; tnd, at if it 
were to faei^itee idu effect, pnlkd a shot 
«at of iiii pocket, and fadided it <e tlte tedy* 
^xyiqg, ai he atiKtched out fail hand> " H** 
-^m, tf you ve not too prtnid, iay that 
■ditrt in yinzr drawer, if yaa ban otw." 
Mn. joaa obeyed in silence, but iranUei 
-to violently, that it is probable ]he neA nih- 
BiUe >fac cwrid not tdl i^ktc it was laid. 
8wK& then ihteiw himself into an ana chair, 
aodf aitsr -castii^ fais eyes in a tapercilioui 
nunaer roimd tfae mom, neither ahe avate 
cor fais wiJe daring to speak, candesceoded 
to atk, if tfaey faad any-tHng to est Tfaic 
wai joyfiil ncmtoMrs.Jonei, who hoped 
shat her deal) diqicr table.<lodi, aesr.platca* 
and 
. .Coosic 
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and a few kniTci and foi^ Which liad not 
for a long time been called into uk, voold 
relax the gloomy screrity of the vicar's 
brow. i/Ix. Jonc^s goodness of heart nadily 
sn^cMed to him, that Swift's ill binnonr 
■rose from iatigne, the badness of the roads, 
the length of his journey, or, what was still 
more natural* hunger t but he coold not, 
by any conjecture, get rid of his first looks^ 
and the sound of his words still vitnVed on 
bis ear. Swift |v^sed the table-cloth, the 
order in which the pldcs w ere arranged, &c^ 
which, in aA instant Wiped off all the ill im* 
Inessions Mrs. Jones had entertained. He 
now saw that he had got the mastery, and 



Swift, the next monoDg, inquired the 
character of Mr. Jones from the parish dcj^ 
who set him forth as the bcstof men, ami 
the first c£ icholan. He was certainly well 
To-sed in the CkeelE and Roman classics, 
uid. veny luckily had. conimitted moat of 
them to memory in his youth, for he had 
only oae or two in his library, which con^t 
i . listed 
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tilted of a lai^ Bible, Seneca's Works in 
Xatin, Sir WaJter Ralcigii'i History of the 
World, the first edition ctf Chaucer, and an 
Almanac almost as old as bitoself. Mrs, 
Jones likewise came in for her share ti 
praise, particularly for affiibility to tnferion. 
She was descended &om one of the oldest 
families in the coonty ; nay, it was even said 
that there was a small sprig of nobility in the 
roatcmal line. 

At I^raccv, Swi6 had sufficient time to 
reBea on the situation into which his for- 
tune had thrown him. He, that lately 
riione as the first star in the constellation of 
wit, was now condemned to coCTersc with 
rustics, in many of whom, however, he 
ftnind rich veins of native genms, and sparks 
of ioK^ination, that even poverty could not 
extinguish. He was surrounded with ilt- 
' thatched, mud-waUcd cottages, with two ot- 
three shattered windows, and a chimney 
perhaps, by way of- ornament: tillage waim 
■to tow a stau that a trace of the plough was 
scarcely perccptijde, eVen oa the plains ; and 
a few 
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B Sew iRKtched cab ws were ddnly stattati 
4)trr.t)i« &ce cf the coaatry, with a mansioii 
kae uvl there, whidi b cpoke die vaiutj, 
Xldicr tkn ^^ c^^ uul indqteodeiKC, of 
'flB jwoatea. Iq sudi a jitnation we can 
^■rdtf WppMC chat iiis njiad was otherwise 
miplo^tfaanjn plans to regain Ms liberty, 
aiullwtter die-coD^ioD.of hia future Ufc. 

XLVI. KOGER cox. 

"W.cime alnady dcsoibcd 'Biker's dress. 
The Bcaiiet vaulcoac aoon caught EviA's 
eye i SrOger hawed* and obicrTed, that he 
wore icaiiet becaiuc he bdoaged to the 

XLTII. LAEACDR CHURCH. 
Swift was impatient to -see the church. U 
.^is 'm a jnost misecable plight indeed.. 
"What!" exchuntedSmit La a tMie of the 
utKKtstinjjigiQaitiqn, " could your last visar— ■ 
why he nuat hare been a wretch indeed, tp 
.permit the bottse of God to siak in mini 
iwdw his eje." ^ yfb.7i\ aaid Roger, 
" please 
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** please your reverence, our last vicar lived 
BY the church, but he did not live IN it ; 
dud we, the poor sheep of such a shepherd, 
thought it was the finest pinfold in the 
iworld." 

XLVIII. THE CHURCH YARD. 

After viewing the church. Swift walked 
into the church yard, and asked many par- 
ticular questions of Roger concerning those 
that slept in it. He was much pleased with 
some of Roger's moral reflections, and pm- 
ticularly with his account of the Reverend 
Mr. W^ihon, the last curate of the parish, 
who, after discharging, in the most exem- 
plary manner, the useful duties of his office 
■ for fprly-six years, led the way to *♦ brighter 
worlds" in the eighty-seventh year of his 
age, universally lamented. Swift was so 
affected by the recital of the simple annah 
of this good man's life, that he lost no time 
in placing a stone over his remains, wkh, 
this emphatical inscription — '• Reeurgam," 

TOL. I. F ILis. 

,. .Coodc 
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XLIX. THE HPSTitLT. 
TJiere was one character which, throu^ 
iifc» always kindled Swift's indignation, tli 
haughty, prtiUfmng, tyrannizing upstart! A 
person of this description chanced to reside 
in the parish of Laracor. Swift omitted no 
opportunity of humbling his pride j but, as 
he was u igoorant as insoIeiA, he was 
obliged to accommodate the coarseness i^ 
the lash to the callosity of the back. The 
fbUowmg lines have been feundj '•mtten bj 
Swift upon this man : 

■" Thcrascal! tbatfs too mild anames 

Does be forget fi:om whence he cune f 
-Has he :forgot from whence he sprang i 
A nmshioomin a bed of dung \ 
A maggot in a c^ce of fat, 
The oSspnng of a beggar's brat. 
As celt delight to creep in mod. 
To eels, we may compare his blbod) 
Ifii blood deltgltf) in mud to ran ; 
"Witness his lazy, lousy son J 

Poffa 
,. .Coodc 
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Puff*!! up wldi pride and insolencCf 
Without a grain of common sense, 
See with what consequence h£ stalks, 
With what pompositjr he talks ; 
See how the gaping crowd adnttre 
The stu[nd blockhead and the liar. 
How long shaU vice triomphant reign ? 
How long shall mortals bend to gain ? 
How long shall virtue hide her face, 
And leare her votaries in disgrace ? 
— Let indignation fire my strains, 
Anothet villMn yet remwas— 
Let parse-ptond O -" - n next approach^- 
With what an air he mounts his coach ! 
A cart woaM best become the knave, 
A dirty parasite and slave ; 
His heart in poison deeply dipt. 
His tongue with oily accents tipt^ 
A smile stiQ ready at command. 
The pliant bow, the forehead bland — "' 
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L. PASTORALS. 

Swift's idea of pastoral writing seems to 
have comprised a very extensive range of 
sabjccts. His Dialogue between Dermot 
and Sheelah is an excellent example of pas- 
toral -ridicule, as he terms it. He says, 
" A young Quakep who writes verses to his 
mistress, not very correct, biit in a strain 
purely what a poetical Quaker should do, 
conmiending her look, habit, &c. has given 
me a hint that a set of Quaker pastorals 
might succeed : it is a &uitfu! subject, and 
pastoral ridicule is not exhausted, and > 
porter, footman* or chairman's pastoral 
might do well. Or what think you of a 
Newgate pastoral among the whores and 
thieves there ?" 

LI.- RELUCTANCS TO WRIT* LETTERS. 

There arc few people, I imagine, who 
have not felt "the troth of the following ob- 
servation : " I believe there is not a. more 
miserable malady than an unwiUingness to 

write 
,. .Google 



write letters to our best friends, and a man 
might be philosopher enough in finding out 
reasons for it. One thing is clear, that it 
shews the mighty di&rence between friend- 
ship and Iqvc } for a lover, as I have heard, 
is always scribbling to bis n 



. Swift's real and undisgwsed opinion of 
human nature cannot be more stroi^ly seen 
than in a passage in his correspondence j 
where be says, " I hate and detest that aat- 
mal called man as a general species, though' 
I love individuals. I have materials towards 
i treatise fvoving the falsity of that dcBni- 
tion animal rationale, and to shew it should 
be only rationii capax. Upon this great 
foundation of misanthropy (though not in 
Timon's manner) the whole building of my 
Travelt* is erected, and I never will have 
peace of mind till all honest men are of my 
tyinion." 



Lord 

:.„ogic 



Lwd B«liBglff^te» IB » letter to Swtft* 
loth DeeenlKr 17*5, says, ** Tonr defini- 
tioa of attmai ratiomf, mitcad of the aem.-. 
man one nmal rttimaltt iriD not bear ex- 
s^auaatkni ; define but reasoni and ytn viK 
sec why your distinction is. na better tban. 
that of the poBtiS' Cotta between mala 

KATIO and BONl ftJtTlO." 

Pop«^ Dotking Swift's £rst obscrvatim^ 
ttys» " I enter as fiiUy as you can desire into 
your principle of Iotc of individuals : and I 
think the way to have a public spirit, is first 
to hsve a private one t fijr who can bdiev^ 
and a friend of nnnr, that any man can 
care fi»- a hondred thousand peoplet ivha 
sever cat ed for one i No ill hnmourcd man 
ean ever be a p^ot, any more than he can 
be a Jriend." 

Palisott in his play called " Le Fhiloso- 
phe," admirably ri^culea tbii general ua* 
diatingoi^ng philaBthrtpjy as it is called, in 
excluuoQ of the more private and limited 
^ecti(»» ) where he makes one of the cha- 
racters say, *' il mme tomt U motide, peur 
n'aimer 
,. .Coosic 
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n'aimer ptrstmHt" Pope hai abo wry hap- 
pily illustraied the idea in liis Enay on 
Man-: 
" As the small pebble Hiis the peauitfullalu,'' &e, 

LUI. SCARCE ARTICLES. 
" Tlic following article* bear a very high- 
value on account of their scarcity at^ prc^ 
sent in this country." The observation is- 
equally applicable at the present day. 

Chastity — in rmrritd lift. 
■ Kncerity — in patrittitm, 

HoBOur — atmng aliomia. 

Friendship — vjitbout htterut.- 
. Lore — vathaut deait. 

Charity— vu'^Di'^ atiematiM, 

Honesty — » paruh oficert. 

Fair play — nsfo^ gmoMtrs.. 

'Bcmty—vfitioai priiUi 
. An advocate — vitbmit a fir. 
- A pATum—fra^jing what he pr^eutr. 
■ A fashionable man — viithtta fipperj. 

A fashionable vioraaa-~-vjiihoui paint. 

■ E 4 A sanctified 

. ■ .Coosic 
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A sanctified loofc — witheut b^ecrisy. 
A 'pva&c—vAtheut iticontmeiKe. 
A blustering man — without imvardke. 
A subaltern officer — -with matuj. 
^ Jew — •ttiithout usury. 
Opposition — viithout a sinitter view. 
Administration — inattentive to private in- 
terest. 

Liv. swift's dcscbiptioh of hiuself. 
In 1713) Swift addressed to Lord Oxford 
an imitation of the seventh ejnstle of the 
first book of Horace. In this he gives a verj 
humorous account of his first introduction 
to his Lordship, thai Secretary Harley, the 
progress of their acquaintance, hb appoint- 
ment to the Deanery of St. Patrick's; and, 
after detailing all the vexations attendant on 
his new preferment, he concludes with an 
oblique hint, expressing his great anxiety to 
change his sitqatioo in Ireland for any pre- 
ferment in England. The following de- 
scription of hiniself> on his first introduction 
to Harlcy, Is highly characteristic : 

" A dei^nun 

Coo>;lc 



" A clergyman of special note 

For shunning those of his own coat ; 

Which made his brethren of the gown 

Take care betimes to nm him down. 

No libertine, nor over-nice, • 

Addicted to no sort of me. 

Went where he pleas'd, $aidwhat he thought, 

*Not rich, but oxt'd no man a groat i 

In state opinions a la modti 

He hated Wharton like a toad, 

Had given the faction many a wound, 

And libclFd all the junto round ■, 

Kepi company with men of wit, 

Who often father'd what he writ ; 

His works were hawk'd in every street. 

But seldom rose above a sheet > 

Of late indeed the paper stamp 

Did very much his genius cramp ; 

And since he could not spend his fire, 

He now intended to retire." 



■ Teniti cenoa, s 

Elproperareloco, *C( 
Caudeiitein. 
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Lv. siz JOHN tanbd&ch's house. 
Thjs house wss built from the ruins (^ 
Whitehall that wu burnt. Sema the' 
painter lived in if after Sir John Vanbui^ ^ 
and Pope, in one of his letters, calls it the 
Goose fye House, by which name it hat 
ever-si|)ce btvn known. Its last owner was 
General Sir Charies Stuart, brother of the 
Marquis of Suter and is now occupied bji 
his widow. 

Capacious house ! 'tis own'd by sll, 

Thou'rt.wril contriv'd, tho' thou art snull|. 

For eyry wit in BrHatn^s isle 

May lodge wtthm thy spadoos pile ; 

Like Bacchus, thou, as poets feign. 

Thy mother burnt, art bom again y 

Born like a Pianix from the flame, 

But neither 6uli nor shape the same ; 

As animals of largest size 

Corrupt to maggots, worms, and flies ! . 

A type of modern wit and style. 

Tie ruihish of an ancient pile ; 

So 



So clJemsti boast thcyfaa-ve a poVr, 
From tbe dead ashes of a flowV 
Some iaim reaerabUiice to {wodoee* 
But not the virtue^ taste, or jwcc v 
So modeni rhymers wisely bhat 
The poetry of ^iges past \ 
Which after they have averthrom* 
They from its ruins build their own. 

LVI. BOOKS. 
Why shoidd not books, the children of 
th£ brain, have the hcmonr to be christened 
with a variety of names, as well as other 
children of quality i " Our &mous Dryden 
has ventured to proceed a point Luther, en* 
dcATOuring to introduce alsa a multiplicity* 
«f godfiuhers, which is an improvement of 
Biucb more advantage upon a very obvious 
account. It is a pity this admirable inven- 
tion has not been better cultivated, so as to 
grow by this time into general imitation, when 
such zn authority serves it for a precedent." 
Swift's enmity to Dryden was notorious. 

• See Virgil translated, &c. ; he dedicitcd the dlSe" 
rent Booluof theEncidlodiScreDlfationi. . . 
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LVII. ANSWERERS TO BOOKS, 

Common answerers to books are like an- 
nuals that grow about a young tree, and 
seem to vie with it for a summer, but foil 
and die with the leaves in autumnj and are 
never heard of any more. 

LVIII. MODERN PREFACES. 

The modems wilt by no means let slip a 
preface or dedication without some notable 
distinguishing stroke to surprise the reado* 
at the entry, and kindle a wonderful expcc 
tation of what is to ensue. " Such," oh' 
serves Swift, " was that of a most ingenious 
poet, who, soliciting his brain for something 
hew, compared himself to the iangman, and 
his patron to the patttat: this was iiuigne 
rtcetUt indictum ore aiio" 



' Wit has its walks and purlieus, out of 
which it may not stray the breadth of an 
'hair, upon peril of being lost. 

,. .Cooslc 
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IT. PRAISE. 



PtaUe was originally a pension paid by 
the foerldi but the moderns, finding the 
trouble and charge too' great in collecting it> 
have lately bought out the fee sim[de; unce 
which time the right of presentation is 
wholly in outscItcs. 

LXI. POETRT, 

Poetry is frequently a preferment obbuDod 
by the transferring of propriety, and a con- 
founding of nmim and tuum, 

LXII. SATIRE. 

fatirej when general, b^g levelled it 
all, is never resented for an offence by any; 
since every individual person makes bold to 
understand it of others, and very wisely re- 
moves his particular part of the burthea 
upon the shouldi^s of the world, which are 
broad enough and able to bear it. " Tis but 
a ball bandied to and fro, and every man 
carries a racket about him to strike it from 
hinuelf<aaiong the rest of the company." 
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IXIII. rUBUC 0UEIHG. 

' WhoevcT has an ambition of beifig hard 
ID a CTOvd, must press, and squeeze, and 
dinist, and climb) with indefatigable pains, 
till he has exalted himself to a certain de- 
gree of akitade above tbein. Now, in aH 
assemblies, though you wedge them ctct so 
close, we may observe this peculiar pro- 
perty, that over their heads there is room 
enough, but how to readi it is the difficult 
peinu 

Hoc opin, hie Ubar cfl. 

LXIT. ADTANTAGES OF A SOFEIUpIt POSI- 
TIOK OF PLACE. 

* The air being a heavy body, and there- 
fore, according to the system of Epicurus," 
continually descending, must needs be more 
so when loaden and pressed down by words, 
wbidi are also bodies of much weight and 

• Lueret. lib. 2, 



gravity* as is ttitn^est from those dec^ im- 
prrsshrti they make vnd. leave upon nS] and 
therefore must be delivered from a due 
altitude, or else they will neither carry s 
good aim, aor. fall down with a sufficient 
force. 

Corpomm qnoque enim Tncem ciwMUic btendum ef^ 
£t soDitun, qoraitai powunt impcflere nniiH. 

Looir. lib. 4. 

LI^. A TOtTNG *imHOlll. 
Swift's idea of the terror of a young ao- 
ihor at the fiery ordeal, flirough which he 
must pass on the commencemeDt of his lit^ 
tary career, with the gradual disappearance 
«f his fears, is highly striking anf correct: 
it is in his CfHsde to Dr. Ddany. 

** Assotne raw youth in country bred» 
To arms by thirst of hooourled ; 
'When at a skirmish first he hear* 
The bullets whistling round his ears^ 
Iff ill duck his head aside, will start. 
And fisel a tiea>bling at fail heart ;' 
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Till 'scaping oft' without a wound, 
liCasens the terror of the sound ; 
'FI7 bullets now as thick as hops I 
He runs into a cannon's chops ; 
— An author thus who pants for fame, . 
Begins the world with fear and shame ; 
When first in print, you see him dreiid 
Each pop-^on levell'd at his head ; 
The lead yen critic's cjuill contains 
Is dcstin'd to beat out his brains ; 
As if he hfard loud thundei^ roU, 
Cries, Lord have mercy on hii leul ■' 
Concluding that another shot 
Would strike him dead upon the spot ; 
But, when with squibbing, slashing, popping. 
He cannot see one creature dropping, 
That missing fire, or missing aim^ 
His life is safe, I mean his fame, 
The danger past, takes heart of grace. 
And looks a critic in the (ace. 

LXVI. MK. GAT. 

Gay, " principally," as he sajra in a letter 
to Swift, *' ij maii/'g use of thcit Jrieridi 
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vibich 1 evil inArtly to you," Wit appointed 
Secretary to Lord Cbrendoo, Envoy Extra- 
Didinary to Hanover; on vhkh occasbn 
tlie Lord IVeasurer (Oxford) lud protmaed 
to fit him out, iriuch gave rise to the (ol- 
iowing lina by way of pttitUn i 

Tm no more to converse irith the nnuns» 

But go where fine pei^le resort : 
One can live without money on plainS) 

But never without it at court. 
if, when with the twains I did gambot, 

I array'd me in silver and blue % 
When al»oad and in coucts I shall ramble* 

Fray, my Lord, how much money will do? 

tXVII. STOCK-JOBBEftS. 

Swift's account of the origin of the term 
*' Bears," in the language of this worthy 
fraternity, differs from the common one. 
He says, " He who sells that of which he is 
not possessed, is said, proverbially, to seH 
the btM^s thin, while the bear runs in the 
woods : and it being conuDOD for ttock-job- 

yoir. I. G bew 
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bersto mafce contracts for trar-sfctring stock 
at a future time, though they were not pos- 
sessed of the stock to be transferred, they 
were called sellers of bear-skins, or Beart." 
I cannot but think that the epithet more 
probably arises from the general character of 
this animal for trampling under Jhot ; which 
agnces with thdr department of business, 
viz. to keep down the stocks. 

LXVIII. LORD OXFORD. 

Swift's friendship for Lord Oxford seems 
to have been warm and disinterested. In 
his Journal to Stella, soon after the Lord 
Treasurer's forced resignation, he says, 
" I told Lord Oxford I would go with him, 
when he was out, and now he begs it of me, 
I cannot refuse him. I meddle not with his 
faults, as he was a minister of state, but you 
know his personal kindness to me was exces- 
sive. He distinguished and chose me above 
alt other men, while he was great, and hia 
Ictta to me the .other day was the most 
inoving imaginable." 

LXIX. 
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LZIX. LORD HALIFAX. 

Lord Halifax bad a £ne genius for poetry, 
■nd employed his more youtbfiil part of life 
in the cultivation of that talent. He irai 
distinguished by the name of Mmue Mou»- 
tegutt having ridiculed, jointly with Mat- 
thew Prior, Mr. Dryden's &mous poem of 
the Hind and Panther ; the parody is drawn 
from Horace's fable of the City Mouse and 
Country Mouse : but afterwards, upon Mi. 
Mountague's promotion to the Chancellor- 
ship of the Exchequer, Prior, with good 
faomoured vexation at seeing his friend pre> 
fcrred and himself neglected, concludes an 
epistle, written in the year 1698, to Fleet- 
wood Shepherd, Esq. with these three lines : 
My friend Clurlei Mounujue's preferr'd ; 
Not would I h»v.' it long lAsery'd, 
Tltat one mouse eats while t'tlher'i ilan'd. 

Lord Halifax always paid the utmost atten- 
tion to Swift, and overloaded him with 
compliments and promises, with which he 
could not have found a man moK unlikely 
G a to 
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to be deceived. On the 6th Octolwr, 
1709, he wrote in these words to Swift : 
" I am quite ashamed for myself and xbj 
friendi to sec you left in a place so incapable 
of tasting you ; and to see so much merit, 
and so great qualities, unrewarded by those 
who arc sensible of them. Mr. Addison and 
I are entered into a new confederacy, never 
to give over the pursuit, nor to. cease re- 
minding those who can serve you, till your 
worth is placed in that light it ought to shine. 
Dr. South holds out stil), but he cannot be 
iuimortal. The situation of his prebend* 
would make me doubly concerned in serving 
you : and, upon all occasions that shall offer, 
I will be your constant solicitor, your sincere- 
admirer, and your unalterable friend. I 
am, &c. HALIFAX." 

Swift wrote thus on the back of this letter : 
" litpt til J Utter as a true original ef cour- 
tiers an J eaurt pramiet •" and in the first leaf 



* Dr. South wu Ptebendarf ol Wcstmin'ter ; but 
^ ool die till July 81I1, 171G. 

of 
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of a Jiiijdl printed book, entitled Pae/Ut 
Chr^tiennet de Mom. Jeiiivet, he wrote thcM 
Irorda : " Givm me by mj Lord Halifax^ 
May 31/, 1709 } I beggedil of him, and desired 
him to remember it vms the only favour / ever 
received fram him or his party." 

LXS. DR. BERKELET. 

Swift thus happily ridicules Dr. Berkeley'* 
system maintained in his book, where he 
attempts to prove, that all things supposed 
to depend upon a materia world, subsist 
only in idea. He had just at this time re> 
covered from a violent feTer< " Poor pb^ 
losopher Berkeley has now the idea of 
health, which was very hard to produce in 
him } for he had an idea of a Btrangc fever 
upon him so strong, that it was very hard to 
destroy it by producing a contrary oQe," 

LXXI. DR. ARBCTHNOT. 

The gloomy feelings which Swift encou- 
raged on finding himself condemned, in ail 
probability, to pass the remundct of his 
G 3 days 
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days in Ireland, produced a strong effect 
upon his health and spirits. He considered 
himself as driven into perpetual exile, and 
bade a final adieu to his friends, whom be 
desired to endeavour to forget him, as he 
should them ; that they might not be ha- 
rassed hj the recollection of pleasures, a re- 
turn of vhich they could never hope for. 
Between Swift and Dr. Arbuthnot there had' 
always existed the most intimate and unre- 
served friendship. How much that excel- 
lent man feh on this occasion may be best 
seen tn his own words : " Dear Friend, the 
last sentence of your letter quite kills me. 
Never repeat that melancholy tender word> 
that you will endeavour to forget mc. I am 
sure I ncrcr can forget you, til! I meet with 
(what is imposdble} another whose conver- 
sation I can delight in so much as Dr. Swift's { 
and yet that is the smallest thing I ought 
to value you for. That hearty sincere friend- 
ship, that plain xad open ingenuity in all 
your commerce, is what I am sure I never 
can find in another man. I shall want often 
a faithful 
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a faithful monitor, one that vouM vindicate 
mc behind my back, and tell me my faults 
to my face. God knows I write this with 
tears in my eyes." 

LXXn. A TRUE CKITIC. 

A true critic hath one <juality in 
with a whore and an alderman, never 
change his title or his nature. 



I OF A PRIME 
MINUTES. 

The result of all Swift's acute observation 
and experience is exhausted in his description 
of 3 prime minister in the voyage to Brob- 
dingnab ; a stronger satire upon, those with 
whom he was in habits of daily intimacy can- 
not be conceived. Hesays, " 1 told hitn (the 
King) that the £rst or chief minister of state 
was a creature wholly exempted from joy 
and grief, love and hatred, pity and anger } 
at least makes use of no other passions, 
but a violent desire of wealth, power, and 
titles i that he applies his words to all uses, 
G 4 excepj 
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except to the indication of his mind } that 
he never tells a truth but with intent that 
you should take it for a lie, nor a lie but 
with a design that you should take it for t 
truth i that those he speaks worst of be- 
hind their backs, are in the surest way of 
preferment^ and whenever he begins to 
praise you to others, or to yourself, you are 
Irom that day fiM-Iom. The worst marks 
you can receive is a promise, especially when 
it is confirmed with an oath ; after which, 
every wise man retires, and gives over all 
hopes.," 

LXXIV. GROB STREET. 

That Swift was a frequent contributor to 
the amusement which the town received 
from this memorable resort of all the scrib- 
blers oi the day, appears from one of his 
own letters, where he says, •' Grub-street 
has but ten days to live ; then an act of Par- 
liament takes places, that ruins it by taxing 
every half-sheet at a halipenny. I plied it 
pretty close the last fortnight} and pibliihed 
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at least (even penny papers of my own, be- 
sides some of other people's." 

LXXT. EiKL OF GODOLPHIK. 
The Whigs lost a great support in the 
death of the £arl of Godolfdiin.* Swift 
tays, " It is a good jest to hear the minitters 
talk of him now with humanity and [ttty» 
because he is dcad> and can do them bo 
loore hnrt." 

LXIVI. LADY ORKN£T. 

This lady's inSuence, it appears, did not 
terminate with the death of her royal master. 
Swift at least seems to give some importance 
to her advice. He says, " Lady Orkney> 
the late King's mistress, and I are grown 
mighty acquaintance. She is the wisest wo- 
man I ever saw, and the Lord Treasurer 
made great use of her advke in the Ulte change 



« He (Bed SeptembM IStb, 1712. 

Lxxni. 
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LIXVn. SATAGE, EARl. OF RIVERS. 

In > letter to Mx^ Dingley, Swift give« 
this odd description of tliis nobleman's wilL 
He says, *' Did I tell you of Lord Rivers's 
will i He has left a l^cy to about twenty 
paultry old whores byname; and not a fir- 
thing to any fticnd, dependant) or relation : 
he has left jrom bis only child, Lady Barry- 
morC) her mother's estate, and given the 
whole to his heir male, a popish priest, a 
second cousin, who is now Earl Rivers, and 
whom he used in his life like a footman : 
after him it goes to his chief wench and 
bastard. The Lord Treasurer and Lord 
Chamberlsun arc executors of this hopefiil 
will. I loved the man, and detest his cOe- 
mory." 

LXXVIII. A BOLD TaUTH. 

Swift must have often experienced the 
^th of this observation : " To speak a bold 
truth, it is a latal miscarriage so iU to order 
tSuta, as to pass for ifxt'm one company, 
. . . when 
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when in another yeu might be treated as a 
philosopher. Est, quod gaudtas ti in Uta loca 
venusff ubi aliquid it^ire viderire" 

LXXIX, 1NK.DENCE OF DIET AND CLI- 
MATE, Sec. 

Though the following observation has a 
isncifiil appearance, there is certainly much 
truth in it. 

" If we take a surrey of the greatest actions 
that have been performed in the world under 
the influence of single men ; which are, the 
tstablijhtnent afnnu mtpires by conquest, the ad- 
vance andpragreis ofncvi schrmes hphihsophy, 
and the contrivingt as well as propagating, of 
new relipotu ; we shall find the authors of 
them all to have been persons whose natural 
reason had admitted great revolutions irom 
their diet, their education, the pevalency 
of some certain temper, together with the 
particular influence of air and climate." 

LXXX. 
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LXXX. DISPDTARTS. 

** Disputants arc for the most part lik£ 
unequal scales^ where the gravity of one side 
advances the Hghtnejj of the other." • 

* Tiua wu hapiiil]' exemplified i Tew yean ago to >a 
bonounbla cotDpetilion TM bme between the Kholsn of 
oar tiro |rau leminariei, Eton and Weslminner. Tba 
foimei h»1 pcuduced a periodical Tarlc, called iha 
MiCioCoiM, which justiy obtained coiuideiable ap- 
plauie. The laltEr, determined nut to be outdooe, ' 
ihcwed their Imdable eiaulation in briiigiiif ont shortly 
afterwudl a woric Bimilu' io plan, called the TiirLiK ; 
bat unlbituiialely, exulting too much in a supposed 
Vupeiiority, they added a frontiipiece, representing jus- 
tice tlolding a pail of scales, in vbichweretheEtoaians 
Ideking the beam, and busily occupied in bloving soap- 
bubblcm (an allusion to the name of their work) ftom a 
tobacco-pipe, while the preponderahce of intrinsic merit 
in the Triflera sunk them to the boitom of the scale. 
The Etonians replied TOry auccessfully in the following 
epignun, whictr bas been generally attiibaced to Mr. 
Chuiiing. 

What mtan you by this print so rare. 
Ye win, of Eton jealous? 

But that your rivals war in «r. 
And you «ie hnu^ felloira! 

.Google 
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LXXXI. DOCHESS OF UAXLBOROUCH. 

•* The Lord TrcUurer shewed lu a small 
picture of the Queen, enamelled work, and 
set in gold, worth about twenty pounds, 
vhich she pve to the Ducjiesi of Marl- 
borough set in diamonds. When the 
I!)uchcs9'Sms leaving England, she took off 
all the diamonds, and gave the picture to 
one Mrs. Higgios (an old intriguing woman 
whom every body knows) bidding her make 
the best of it she could. Lord Trcasorer' 
sent to Mrs. Hi^jins for this picture, and 
gave her one hundred pounds for it. Was 
ever such an ungratciid beast as flat Duch- 
ess, or did you ever hear such a story ? 
I suppose the Whigs wiU not believe it. 
She takes off the diamonds, and gives away 
the picture to an insignificant woman, as a 
thing of no consequence ; and gives it her 
to sell, like a piece of old fashioned pUtc." 
If this anecdote of the .Duchess be true, it 
proves 
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proves that all the stories about her, at leasts 
vere not calumuies. 

LXXXII. SUPERFICIAL, IGNORANT, AND 
LEARNED READERS. 

Swift, in the Tale of a Tub, makes a very 
happy diviuon of his readers. He says, 
•* Readers may be divided into three classes ; 
the superficial, the ignorant, and the learn- 
ed : and I have with much felicity fitted my 
pen to the genius and advantage of each. 
The superfiaal reader will be strangely pro- 
voiced to laaghter j which clears the breast 
and the lungs, is sovereign against the spleeiit 
and the most innocent of all diuretki. The 
Ignorant reader, between whom and the for- 
mer the distinction is extremely nice, will 
find himself disposed to Jtarf, which is an 
admirable remedy for ill eyes, serves to raise 
and enliven the spirits, and wonderfully help 
perspiration. But the reader truly learned^ 
chicily for whose benefit I wake when others 
deep, and sleep when others wake, will here 
find 
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find sufficient matter to employ his specula- 
tions £>r the rest of his life." 

LZXXIII. SCLAVONIAM PROVERB. 
The old Sclavontan proverb said well, that 
it is with men as with asses, whoever ivouJd 
ieep them fait must find a very gotd hold at 
their eart \ yet I think we may affirm that 
it hath been verified by repeated experience, 
Effugiet tamen htec jceleroiut vinculo Preteui. 

LXXIIV. PESE d'oRLEANS. 

' Well fare the heart of that noble Jesuit 
who first adventured to confess in print, 
that books must be suited to their several 
seasons, like dress, and diet, and diversions : 
*' and better fare our noble nation," exclaims 
Swift, " for refining upon this, among other 
French modes. I am living fast to see the 
time when a book that misses its tide, shall 
be neglected as tlie moon by day, or like 
tnackarel a week after the season." 
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LXXXV. A beggar's wedding. 
As Swift was ibnd of scenes in low hfe, 
■ he missed no opportunity of being present at 
them, when they fell in his way. . Once 
when he was in the country he rccaved in- 
telligence that there was to be a beggar's 
wedding in the neighbourhood. He was 
resoWcd not to miss the opportmuty of see- 
ing so curious a ceremony, and that he might 
oijoy the whole completely, proposed to 
Dr. Sheridan that be should go thither dis- 
guised as a blind fiddler, with a bandage 
orer his eyes, and he would attend him as 
his man to lead him. Thus accoutred, they 
reached the scene of action, where the blind 
fiddler was received with joyful shouts. 
They had plenty of meat and driak, and 
plied the fiddler and his man with more 
than was agreeable to them. Never was a 
more Joyous wedding seen. They snngi 
they danced, told their stories, cracked 
jokes, fe:. in a vein of humour more enter- 
taining to ihe two guests than they probably 
could ' 
,. .Coosic 
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could have found in any other meeting oa a 
like occasion. When Aey were about to 
depart, they pulled out their leather poudut, 
and rewarded the fiddler very handsomely. 

The next day, the DeaM utd'the Doctor 
miked out ni thor usutd drctt, and fttand 
their i»»npanions of the preceding evening 
scattered about in different parts of the road 
and the ndghbowing village, alt begging 
their charity in doleful strains, find teQihg 
dismal stories of their distress. AnuHig 
these they found some upon crutches, who 
had danced tery nimbly at the wedding { 
MhcTS stone blind, who were peHectly dear 
sighted atthe feast, lite Doctor distributed 
among them the money which he had re- 
ceived as \m pay } but the Dean, vho mor- 
t^y hated these sturdy vagrants, rated tJiem 
•ouDdly ; told thera in what manner he had 
been present at the wedding, and was lA 
into thor roguery; and assured them, i£. 
they did not immediately apply to honest 
labour, he would have them taken up, and 
sent to gaoh Whereupon the lame once 

VOL. I. H more 
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more recovered tlicir l^s, and the btind 

their eyes, so as to make a very {u^^tate , 

retr ea t. 

LXXXVI. A QTIAEER's LETTER FROM PHI- 
LADSLPHIA TO JONATHAN SWIFT IH 
DUBLIN. 

Chilid, March the S9th. 1729- 
Friend Jonathan Swift, 
Having been often greatly amused by thy 
Talct &c. &c. and being now loadii^ a small 
ship for Dublin, I have sent thee a gammon^ 
the product of the wilds of America ; which 
perhaps may not be unacceptable at thy 
table, since it is only designed to let thee 
.know that thy wit and parts are here in 
esteem, at thb distance from the jiace of 
thy rendence. Thee needs ask no questions 
who this comes from, since I am a perfect 
stranger to thee. 

LZXXVII. Sla. WILLIAU TEUPLE. 
Swift says, in a letter U> Mrs. Dingley,' 
*' I played at one^md-thiity vrith the Lord 
Treasurer 
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Treasurer apd his hnuly tlie other night. 
He gave us all twdve-pence a piece to begia 
with, h put tiu in mnd of Sir William 
Temple" Sir William treated Swift with so 
little liberality, after encouraging him to 
hope he would provide for him, that it was 
lite giving him a shilling to begin the world 
with. _ 

LXXZVni. CROMWELL'S NOTION OF 
LIBESTT OP CONSCIENCE. 

Liberty of c<»iscience, properly speaking, 
is no more than the liberty of possesung our 
own thoughts and opinions, which every 
man enjoys without fear of a magistrate: 
but how far be shall publicly act in pursu- 
ance of those opinions is to be regulated by 
the laws of the country. Cromwell's notion 
upon this article was natural and right; 
when, upon the surrender of a town in Ire- 
land, the popish governor insisted upon an 
article for liberty of conscience, Cromwell 
said, he meddled with no man's conscience ; 
H 3 but 
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but if> by l^ertj ef nmaeme, *be govenu»: 
tncant the l^trty ef the matt, he had exjpress 
orders from the Parliamett of Englsad 
against admitting any such liberty at alL 

LXXZIZ. BISHOP SDKNBT. 

' This aadiDr is, .in the most part, the worst 
<^ualiiicd for an historian that I ever met 
with. His style is rough, full (^ tmpropri- 
etiea } 'haa exprcsdons <^en Scotch, and such 
as are used by the meanest people. His 
observations are mean and trite, and very 
often fake. His Secret Histcvy is genoally 
made up of coffee-house scandals, or at best 
£:om reports at the third, or fourth, or fiftk 
hand. The account of the Rretender's Wrth 
Would only become an oU woman in a chkn- 
ney comer. After aU, be was a man ctf 
generosity and good nature^ and vefy conv- 
mnnicative ; but, in his last ten yevs, wai 
absolutdy party mad, and fancied he sbW 
popeiy under every bush. He hath tdi 
me many passages net mentioned in his Hi^- 
iory, and many that are, but with sevenl 
circuuistances 
. .Cooslc 
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Circumstances siippn^sscd or altered. He 
never gives a good character without one 
csseottal point, tl)at the person was tender 
to dtsscnt(Ts. 

Setting itpfor a aaxint, laying dauMti far 4 
maximt c/aft up, and some other words and 
phrases, ^ ufes many buodred timeE. 

Cut out Jit a court, a pariiomng planet, 
di^t up, i^ in lit lurch, the hut, »nted, a 
great beauty, vient- routidij to work : all these 
phrases^ used l^ the vulgiu-, ^bew him to 
have kept mean or illiterate company it* fai^ 
youth. 

xc. abbe' gautieb. 
To-night I must see the Abb£ GHitier to 
get some particulars for my History.* If 
was he who was fipt employed by France in 
the overtures <^ peace) wd I have qo^ ba4 
time this month to see him. He is but 4 
puppy too! 

• Probably thst ot the peace of Olreoht. 

H 3 XCI. 



XCl. LOVE. 

The other day, Lady Orkney and I had 
« long discourse about love. Kic told me a 
saying of her sister Fitzharding, which I 
thought excellent, that in mm desire hegrts 
love, and in •women, love begeti desire. 

ZCII. DDKS OF HAMILTON AMD LOHD 
MOHUM. 

This morning at eight, my man brought 
me wosA of the most terrible accident that 
hath almost ever happened ; that the Duke 
of Hamilton had fought with Lord Mohun, 
and killed' him, and was brought home 
wounded: in short, they fought at seven 
this meaning : The dog Mohun was killed 
on the spot ; but, while the Duke was over 
him, Mohun, shortening his sword, stabbed 
him in at the shoulder to the heart. The 
Duke was helped towards the Cake House 
by the ring in Hyde Park (where they 
fought), and died on the grass before he 
could reach the house, and was brought 
home 
. .Cooslc 
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home in his coach by eight, while the poor 
Duchess was asleep. Macartney and one 
Hamiiton were the seconds, who fought 
likewise, and are both fled. I am told, that 
a footinln of Lord Mohun|s stabbed the 
Duke, and some say that Macartney did so 
too. Mohun gave the affront, and yet sent 
the challenge. I am infinitely concerned 
for the poor Dnke, who was a frank, ho- 
nest, good natured man. I loved him very 
well, and I think he loved me better. He 
had the great^t mind in the world to have 
me go with him to France, but durst not 
tell it me^ and thoEC he did tell, said I 
contd not be spared, which was true. 

XCUI. THE SPANISH AUBASSADOr's MES- 
SAGE TO SWIFT. 

" This day se^nuight, after I had been talk- 
ing at coon with Sir William Wyndham, 
the Spanish Ambassador came to him, and 
said he heard that was Dr. Swift, and dc^ 
sired him to tell me, that his master, and 
the Sing of France and the Queen, were 
H 4 obliged 
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obliged to me more than to any man in Eu- 
rope J so we bowed, and shook hands, &c. 
I took it very weU of him." It may, per- 
haps, be thought strange, that Swift should 
be gratified by being told he was the best 
friend of the enemies of his country. 

XCIV. DB. PARKZLL. 

I gave Lord B<dingbr<^ a poem of Par- 
nell's.* I made Famell insert some con^ 
pUments in it to his Lordship. He is ex- 
tremely pleased with it, and read some parts 
of it to-day to the Lord Treasurer, who 
liked it as much : and, indeed, he outdoes 
all out poets here at bar's-length. Lord 
Bolingbrolce has ordered me to bring him to 
dinner on Christmas Day. It may one d;^ 
do Pamell a kindness. 



* It ii not in the collection published bf Mr. Pop* 
in 1735, but it i« printed in Dr. PameU'i posaumoui 
works, p. 248, publuhedat Dublin in 17SS, uid en- 
titled, Oil Queen Anoe'a peace, 1713. 
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XC7. M&CARTNET. 
We hear Macartney is gdne over to Ire- 
land. Was it not comical for a gentleman 
to be set upon hj highvaymcn, and to tell 
them he w»s Macartney?* npon which they 
brought him to a justice of peace in hopes 
of a reward, and the rogues were sent to 
gaol. Was it not great presence of mind P 

XCVI. PARTY. 

It was a maal subject of raillery towards 
the Dean among the ministers, that he 
never came to them without a Whig in his 
sleeve. He says in one of his letterSj 
" Do you know I have taken more pains 
to recommend the Whig wits to the kvour 
and mercy of the ministers than any other 
people? SueU I have kept in his place. 
Congreve I have gtrt to be used kindly, and 
Kcured. Rmoe I have recommended, and 

* Macartney vai Lord Mohun'i second in Che duel 
between him and the Duke of Hamilton, and fled on 
that occasion. See psge 100. 
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got a promise of a place. Philips I should 
certainly have provided for if he had not 
nin party-mad, and made me withdraw my 
recommendations. I set Addtsen so right at 
first that he might have been employed, and 
have partly secured him the place he has ; 
yet I am worse used by that party than any 
man." 

YCVn. LAD7 ASH80RNHAM. 

" I am just now told that poor Lady Ash- 
bumham, the Dake of Ormond's danghtCTi 
died yesterday, at her coantry faoDse. The 
poor creature wzs with child ; she was m^ 
greatest favourite, and I am in excessive 
concern for her death. I hardly knew a 
more valuable person on all accounts. Pmy 
condole with me. Tis extremely moring. 
I hate IHc when I think k ezposedto such 
accidents, and to sec so many thousand 
wretches burthening the earth, while sodi 
as she dies, makes me think God did never 
intend life for a blessing." From these ex- 
pressions, and those used in the account »f 
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the Duchess of Hamilton's afflicdoc on the 
death of her hcsband, Swift appears to have 
had a strong sympathy in the distress of 
others, vhich he has generally, even by his 
advocates^ been supposed to waot. 

XCTIII. SATIKE VPOH IMIESS AND 

FASHION. 
The grand msnde worship a sort of ido!, 
which daily creates men by a kind of manu- 
factory operation. This i4o!* is placed in 
the highest parts of the house> on an altar 
erected about three feet ; he is shewn in the 
posture of a Persian Emperor, sitting on a 
tuperficUst with" his legs interwoven under 
him. This god had a goose for his ensign ; 
whence it is that some learned men pretend 
to deduce his original from Jupiter Capita- 
linui; At his left hand, beneath the altar. 
Hell seemed to open and catch at the ani^- 
mals the idol was creating ; to prevent 
which, certain of his priests hourly flung in 

* Bjr ihi»Hfiit is meant a txj\at. 
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pieces of the uninfbrmed mass, or substance, 
aod sometimes whole limbs already enli- 
vened, which that hMxid gulph ins^iabljr 
swallowed, terrible to beheld. The gooit 
was also held a subaltern divinity, or deut 
minoriim gentium, before whose shrine was 
sacrificed that creature, whose hourly SooA. 
is human gore, and who is in so great re- 
nown abroad for being the delight and 1^- 
vourite of the Egyptian Ctrcopithieus * MiW 
lions of these animals ar? hourly sacrificed 
every day to appease the hunger of that 
consuming deity. The chief idol was also 
worshipped as the inventor of the yard and 
needle, whether as the god of seamen, or on 
account of certain other mystical attributes, 
which hath not sufficiently been cleared. 



* The Egyptians worahipped ;i nionk«r, whudi ani- 
mal IB very fund of eating lice, stjled liere, crcatuEcc 
that {ecd on human %we — an animal not once men- 
linnpd by Jablonskf , thongh Juvenal, at the opening af 
Ihe 15th Satire, sayi, " I^siti tacti nitrt ooreo Cia- 

XCIX. 
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XCrC HUMOROUS L1N£S BY LORD TRKA- 
tvit£R oxtosd; sent t» dean swift, 

UR. AXBUIHNOT, MR. POPE, AND 

MR. gay; with their, answer: 

CHIBFLY WRITTEN BY THE DEAN. 

April 14, 1714, Back Suin, 
fatt tigtt. 

In a summons «o large which all clergy 

contains, 
I must turn Dismal's* convert, or part with 

ray brams. 
Should I scruple to ijoit the back-stairs for 

your blind ones. 
Or refuse your true Junto-t" for one o& — — — 



• DUmal wM Lord Noltin|h8[n. 

t Dr. Swilt, Dt. AAulhnot, Mr. Pope, and Mr. 
Oiy, wewwrtfliignie HiSIbfJ of Martinus Scribltrui ; 
and these four viiu in conjunction, are tilled by the 
Lord TrcMurec the Junto. 
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^T>nr AmvKr, 
Let not the Whigs our Tory dub rebuke^ 
Give us ourEarIi* thedevil take theirDuke :f 
^uadam qua attinent ad Scriblerum 
Want jour assistance now to dear 'em. 
One day it will be no disgrace 
In Scribbler to have had a place. 
Come then, my Lord, and take your part in 
The important History of Martin. 

The Dean. 

A pox on all senders 

For any Pretenders, 
"Who tell OS these troublesome stories. 

In their dull humdrum key, 

" Of arma virumque 
Hannnia qui primus ab orit." 

A pox too on Hanmcr,} 
Who prates like his gran-mere, 

• LordOxfbid. 

t Duke of Mvlbareogh. 

) Sir Thomu Huuner, Speaker of tbe Home of 
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And all his old friends would rebuke. 

In spite of the caH 

ffivc us but our Earl, 
The devil may take their Duke. 

Then come and take part in 

The mem^rs of Martin, 
La;r down your white staff and grey habit : 

For trust u% friend Mortimer, 

Should you live years forty morCj 
" Hac oiitB ituminisie juvahit." 

More Unes tf Hurneur by the Lord Treasurer. 
April 14th, 1714. 

I honour ttc men. Sir, 

Who are ready to answer, 
When I ask them to stand by the Queen ) 

In spite of orator9> 

And blood-thirsty praters, 
Whose hatred I highly esteem. 

Let our faith's defender. 

Keep out every Pretender, 
And long enjoy her own ; 

Thus you four, five. 

May merrily live, 
1^ faction is dead as a sttuw. 
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C. SIMILES. 

Is not religion a c/m( ; honesty a pair of 
shoes worn out in the dirt { self-Jove a tur- 
toift \ vanity a ihirt \ and conscience a par 
ef breeches, which, though a cover for lewd- 
ness, as well as nastiness, is easily slipt down 
for tho service of both ? 

CI, DENNIS THE CRITIC. 

Dennis, commonly called the Cr(?if, who 
had written a three-penny pamphlet against 
the power of France, being in the coun- 
try, and hearing of a French privateer 
hovering about the coast, although he were 
twenty miles from the sea, fled to town, and 
told his friends they need not wonder at his 
haste ; for the King of France, having got- 
ten intelligence where he was, had sent a 
privateer on purpose to catch him. 

CII. A MOTTO FOR Tmt jtSUlTS. 

Qnx reglo in tcrris nostri non plena laboris. 

cm. 
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cm.' SIB lOBIKT WALroLB AMD 
MK> CAT. 

. Mr. Gaj wm » yeej gfeU Stfroaiita d 
Mrs. Howard's (aftenrardiCobiitai of Sii£> 
folk), and wrote a vciy ingmioai bode of 
hiAes for the OM of lite jootiger son; ih* 
often prOmisOd to provide for hfan, bnt 
•ome time before, there casK am a IIM 
against Mr. Walpde, who was informed it 
was written bjr Mr. Qufi and aldioagH 
Kb-. Walpole afterwards owned that he was 
coDTioced it was not Written by Mr. Gay, 
yet he never would piidoA him» hut did 
him aQ huadred 'M effites Wi(h the PriA* 
cesS)* and could baldly be ^ersnaded x» let 
bun bold a poor little office toe a setond 
year> sf coBuniaMncr to a lottery. Swift^ 

■ The MocMii Mi kn aLOofciBn to the tbram^ oitok 
laid (klludtog lo on« of th* MJei^ " (bt Ac tonU Mkc 
up thi hare ;" but in the ctcdI, thiough tlie muuge- 
inant of iit koB&l WitpoM, ib prorcd only an offer to 
t« k gentlaSM UiMi tb > gM ttto f Mit tii, iriiicb «ti 
Ai* friwdt idTiNd Uita M njecti 
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after expressing some indignation at this 
conduct, says, in cne of his letters, *f Mr. 
Gay is, in all regards, as honest and sincere 
'fa man as erer i knew ; wherccf neither mi- 
nisters or princes are able to judge^ or io- 
cUned io encourage : which is not so hi^ a 
rdach of politics as theyiosoa^ suppose, for, 
fao^ercr insignificant wit, learning, and 
virtue may be thought in the world, it 
would, perhaps, do goveniment no hurt to 
iuye a little gf them on its side." 

CIT. MR. POPE, 

Swift, .speaking of Mr. Pope, says, ** tSn 
Pope, beside his natural and acquired ta- 
lents, is a gentleman of very extraordinary 
candaar, and is consequmtly apt to be too 
great a hdicrCr c^ assurances, promises, pro- 
iessions, encouragements, and the like words 
of course. He asks notfiing; and thinks, 
like a philosopher, that he wants nothing-" 
Swift (^d not always continue in this opi- 
liion of our great poet ; for Mr. George 
Faulknor, of Dublin, who had amjde oppor- 
' tunities 
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tunities of tnowing Swift's real tentirocBtt 
towards the latter part of lus life, told 
Dr. Birch, in a ccmTersation between them 
on the 17th of August 1749, " tha Swift 
had long conceived a mean opinion of Mr. 
Pope, on account of his jealous, peevish> 
avaricions temper. Swift gavt Pope the 
property of his Gulltverj the copy of which 
be sold for 300I. and gave op to himj in 
1727, his share of the copy of the three 
Toliunes of Miicellames, which came to 
.150I. Swift was also angry with Pope iae 
his satire upon Mr. Addison, whom he 
■esteemed as an honest, generous, friendly 
man. Worsdale the painter was employed 
by Pope to go to Curl, in the habit of a 
clergyman, and sell him the letters which 
are printed, a copy of which Pope sent to 
fiwift in Ireland, by Mr. Gerard, an Irish 
gentleman, then at Bath : this induced Swift 
to ^ve Mr. Faulknor leave to reprint them 
in Dublin, though Mr. Pope's edition was 
published first." " It is very difficult to 

• See Dr. Birch's MSS. Brit. Miu- 

I a i^ncile 
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reconcile *S this with the comtaot efrpra^ 
siotts 6( confidence) friendship, and estcetn^ 
which M> universally pervade the correspond-^ 
ence of Aeie two illmtriotis men, of whkil 
fiiany instCBces will occur. 

Cf» HUTORIES OF ENGLAITD. 

The learned Mr.Carte,* in lus coirespondi. 
inot wiA Swift) gjves a very true account 
of our historiani and histories. He says, 
** It has long been a sutgect <tf cotnplaint iA 
England, that no history has yet been writ" 
ten of it upon proper materials ; and even 
those who have taken notice of the military 

■ Hiii Me^lg»ble hlslorian w>i induced bj the 
cnnmentiMi of (hve defecu, and at the reqaail of 
tvrtxti DoUenwn and gentlemen, wbo nibnribed to 
aUvw bim ■ tbouund ponndi > jtu, to long ■■ he wta 
occupied in sritinE hii iiiiloiy, to undertake thu work. 
It ii villi kncnrn that be extrafted and (niucribed th« 
«ho>« of the MSS. in the Scotch CoUege •! I>Wis, tai 
winch wna Mid after his death lo the htrMr. CaOM, 
who lent thom to Mr- H'Pbemn when compoioi liia 
HiatoTf, and where ihi^ now are is nut cartainlj 

Bctiona 
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4ctipm of our taetton, han yet I«ft the 

civil hiMory of the kingdooi (the mott itu 
*tiiKtive of wy) untpucbe^ for wwt of 9 
premier kDowledge «£ the aotlgpitu*, usages^ 
laws, tad cwatibitioa of tlvs natioa. Rt^n 
dt Tmrmfy the Utt wrltcT) was a fbreignert 
Wt«rly igBorant in these rejects, aad writ- 
ing hjfi history »txvad, had qo meuu of 
c\Kxmg iq> i^ diJicidticf that he xasx witb 
thercW' He madC| indeed, sonte Qse of 
Rymcr^ Feednra ; but his iffumxvx of our 
cuftoms, Ki&red him to fijA into gross inifri 
take^ for vant gf nnderstaodiog the phra- 
seology of aOs which have reference to our 
inrticular a»t<»m. Besides, Rymer's col- 
Jecticn contaias mly such treaties ^ were 
enrolled in the Tower, or in the rt^ of 
Chancery; he knew nothing of such as were 
enrolled in the Ezchc<|uer, 4nd of the public 
jreatie* with fbre^ princes candied in this 
latter office. I have now a list of above 
fiHii hun&«d hf me. S^mte never m a d e 
use of that vast ccdlection of materials Sw an 
English history which is preserved in the 
I 3 Cotton 
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Cotton Library : nor even consulted any 
journal of our Privy Council, whenever he 
refers to any, still quoting Bishop Burnet 
for his author. He never read the rolls of 
Parliament, nor any journal of either House* 
where the chief afikirs within the nation are 
transacted; and did not so much as know 
there vas such a place as the Paper Office, 
where all the letters of the English ambas- 
sadors abroad, and all the dispatches of our 
secretaries of state at home, from the time 
of Edward the Fourth to the Revolution 
(since which the secretaries have generally 
carried away their papers*) are kept in a 
good method, and with great regularity) 
so that he wanted likewise the best materials 
for an account of our foreign afiairs." 

en. CHURCHES. 

^utrj — ^Whether churches are not dor- 
mitories of the living, as well as the dead ? 

■ Thti highly impivper practice is ■atm dbcontuiiMd, 
(lid an office cMablithed where tlie piperi ire Rsularif 
prnecTCd. 

CVH. 
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Crn. UKS. UAPF ths uoumtesank. 
One Mrs. Mapp^ a famous sbe bone-setter 
and mountebank, coming to town with a 
coach and six horses, on the Kentish road 
vas met by a raU>le of people, who, feeing 
her -vaj oddlf and tawdrily drpssedf took 
her for a foreigner, and concluded she qinst 
be a certain great person's mistres;. Upoa 
this they foUowed the coach, bawling ou^ 
No Hanover whore ! No Hanover whore ! 
The lady within the coach was much o& 
fended, let down the glass, and screamed 
louder than any of them, she was no Ha- 
nover whore— slie was an English one ! 
Upon which they cried ont, God bless your 
ladyship ! quitted the pursuit, and wished 
her a good journey. , 

CVIIl. LOUIS THE FODKTEENTB. 

Louis the Fourteenth of France spepr bis 
life in turning his good name into a great. 



cix. 
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«fX. JONATHAN OtR-LITBR. 

' Pope, m i iMtar «o BiHft> ny^ ■* I send 
ytM a very odd dtingi a ptper printed ia 
BortoB, bi Kew Eoghnd, ^Aerein yau'B 
fincl a lad perMHi^ t tneaAter of their par- 
Itlaaeatt «f the mme C^ Jaiathan GmUhetr. 
It -Am fm» <t Aat tnweBer liat uraveBed 
iAltWer> 4c1iBBtrwel]ed very qinck, to 4iave 
MksilMMensdabeadjr by the name of the 
wppMcd «bA<» : bat if yoa object tlut os 
flfaild so lately christened, could he arrived 
at yean of mafiority ts be dected into par* 
"fiaiDent, I reply (to solve the riddle), AM 
the person is an Anabaptist, and not diris- 
tened till Ml i^, which seu bU ri^. 
. Hoverer it be> Ae accident is veiy nngidar 
that these two names shonld be-mited." 

ex. LEUOBL GOLLITBR. 

Swift, in his re^y to Mr. Pope's letter 

above mentioBed, aays, '* 1 have with great 

pleasorc shewn the New England newspaper - 

with the two names Jaitabatt Gulliver i and 

remember 
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remember iSx, F«rte>cue* teat yoq ap atr 
covat from the a^uzcf of one Ltmut/ GuU 
liver, who had a cause thcrci and lott it m 
his ill reputation of being a liar. Thae are 
not the onl^ obserrations I have made upoa 
odd strange accidents in trifles, which in 
jlungs qf gK»t importance would have been 
iOatter for historians," 

CXI. A GKEA7 LIBKAKV. 

" A grc^ librarj alwa^ makes me mtv 
lancholy, where the best author is as much 
squeezed, and as obscure, as a porter at ^ 
coipQation. In my own little library, I 
.value the compikmenu of Gr^evjiu uis} 
Qronovius, which malice thirty>one volumes 
in f(di«, more than all my books beside % 
because whoever comes into my closet, casts 
his eyes imnaediately upon than, and will 
not vouchsafe to look upon Plato or Xeuo- 
phon." Swift never wanted occasions to 

■ A baniatei'-, author of the Law Report, StaAD* 

WKOT. STTI.E1. 

make 
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nuke him melancholy ( but this ohsemtiod 
must have been felt, even by those of the 
most lively temper. 

CXn. COOKTRY SIGHS. 

A common obserration ts hen exempt 
£e<I] wiik what , trifles the greatest men 
amuse themselves. Swift says, in his Jour- 
nal to Stella, " When my Lord Oxford and 
I came last Monday from Windsor, we 
amused ourselves wirh reading all the signs 
on the road. He is a pure trifler.* I made 

■ See Swifts Imititioni of Horace, lib. 3, Dt. 6, to 
RQKie lin^ >» «bicli thii whim Menu to li>t« gitcn 

" Tis (let me »ee) ihree yean and more 

(Oclober next ii will be four) 

Since Harle^ bid me first attend, 

And chose rfie Cor an humble friend ; 

Would l>ke me in hia oach u> chat^ 

And quGstioii me irf' tbU and that ; 

A', " Whai'j o'cloclt ?" and " How's the viud ?" 

—^' Whofe cbarlut'9 ibat we left behind !" 

Or 
,. .Coodc 
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him make two lines in verse for the Bell and 
Dragon, and the^ were rare bad ones." 

CXIII. SECRETARY ST. JOHN (AFTEt- 
■WARDS lORD BOLIKGBROKeJ.^ 
Svift was always renowned for a dashing 
hand at the broad outline of a character; 
here is an instance of it : *' I think Mr. St^. 
John the greatest young man I ever knewt 
wit, capacity, beauty, quickness of appre- 
hension, good leafning, and an excellent 
taste } the best orator in the House of Com- 
nujns} admiraUe conversation, good nature, 
and good manners ; generous, and a despiser 
of money. Hb only fault is - talking to his 

Or graadj/ try t» read At ima 

Writ snJeniealh Iht coantry lignt ; 

Or, " Have you nolhirj; new to day 

From Pope, from Piraell, or from Gaj !" 

Such tattle often entertains 

Mf Loid and mc ai far u SUiae*, 

Ai OQca a week we tn.nl down 

To WindHir and again to town. 

Where atl that paves inlrr lun 

Might be procbiracd at Charing Crosj. 
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^«ndg io wtif ef c^mplwU of too grcti i 

load of bufioewi vbicli looks a little like 
affectation : and he endeavaurs too much to 
mix the fine gentlemaa and man of pieanite 
with the man o£ business. Wkat truth and 
uncerity he may have } know not ! tit is 
now but thjrty'twoi aad hat been secrctiTy 
>iboTe a ye^r ! Hp turns th« whole Parlia. 
IWQti who can do nothing without him." 

CXIV. MARTINUS SCRIBfcERUS. 
. <• The W4 TrCBsuw {Uie Earl of Ox» 
iQi4) call; me now Dr. Mvtin, becanac ' 
■Matin is a son of a swallow, and to is a 
.Stvifi."—yaurtul * Steila. 

, From this pkaantry of my Lord Oxford. 

the appellative Maitinus Scriblerus took its 



cxv. PRINCE Eugene's tie wig. 

A whimsical circumstance occurred on 

Prince Eugene's going to Court ; Swift givrs 

this account of it : " When Mr. Secretary 

St. John .wcqt to cpnduct him, he found 
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him to the etmoat confiutos Rniglnable ; 
Hoffituntt, the Emperor's rendent, had toM 
his HighAcss that moming, that it \na im* 
posstUe for tarn to go to Court withont 
a hug v>ig, and his ms n tied up one. 
** How!" said the Prince; **.I know sot 
what to do, fbt I never hid a long periwig 
is my life ; and I have sent to all my valett 
and footmen to see whether any of them 
have <me, that I might borrow it, but not 
one of them has duch a thing. What am I 
to do ?" It was with the utmott difficulty 
Che Secretary cosld convince hhn it Was k 
thing of no consequence, and only observed 
fay gentlemen-uihcn. The Prince was vwy 
{dain, phgny ydhnr besides, and literally 
i^ly." 

CXn. CKBIT CHANGES IN A COHHOIT' 
WEALTH. 

'* AM grett changes have the same efiect 
upon comsMnwdlths, that thunder hu npm 
Uqoors, making tbe dreg* fly up to the top j 
the lowan pkbnus im to the keadof >& 

£urt. 
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£un, aod dierc preserve themselves by re- 
presenting the nobles, and otlier friends to 
the old government, as enemies to the pub- 
lic." Recent occurrences afford ample il- 
lustration of this remark. 

CXTII. EPIGKAU, 
: On iceing i. vonhy Prelab: go out of Church in the 
tune oC Die'uit Senict, to.vait on bil Grace the. 
OukeafDonel. 

liord Pam in the church (could yon think 

it }) kneel'd down -, 
When told the lieutenant was just come to 

town. 
His statim despising, unaw'd by the^i^^. 
He flies from his Ged to attend on his Grace; 
To the Court it was fitter to pay his devotion. 
Since God had no hand in his Ijordsbip's 

promotion. ' 

.CZTin. HARRT KILLECRE\tr. . 
Hairy Killc^rew sud to Lord Whaitoni 
'* Too would not swear at this rate if you 
thought you were doug God hanonr." 

cirx. 
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pCIK. JICQDES CLEHEHT, THE ASSASSIN, 

Jacques Qcmeiu, the monk vriio stabbed 
Henry the Third of France, was a sort ot 
buSbon, whom the rest of the friars used 
to make sport of; but at last, giving his 
folly a serious turn, it ended in enthusiasm, 
and qualified him for that desperate act of 
murder&ig his King. 

CXX. PRIDE OF FAUILT. 

Those who rise from mean originals take 
mighty pride to convince the world they 
are not so low as is commonly believed. 
" Gromwcll himself," obscrrei Swift, " waa 
pleased with the impudence of a flatterer, 
who undertook to prove him descended 
fr^m a branch of the royal stem : and there 
is a citizen* who adds or alters a letter in 
his name with every plum he acqukes ; he 
now only vrants th&diange of a vowdf to 

• SirH. tunuM. 
f. FamMe.' 

be 
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be allied to a sovereign Prince in Italy t and 
that, periiaps, lie may contrive to have itM 
bf a mittalR of the 'graver on hii tomb- 

ttODC." 

CXXI. VERSES WKITTEN IN A LADT*! 
IVOST TABL&-B0OE, 

Peruse my leaves throu^ every partj 
And think thou see's! my owner's heart, 
Scrawl'd o'er vith trifles thus, and ^nte 
As bard, as senseless, and at light ; 
Ezpos'd to every cozcon^'s eyes. 
But hid with cauti<Mi from the wise. 
Here you may read— ^ar cbartiting tmitf 
Beneath— d true receipt far paint : 
Here, in beau spelling— A-u tel deth t 
There, in her own— ^dr an el brttb t 
Wac-'lovelj njt^h, pranmrnce ntj Jmn f 
There— ^ si^e way to use perfiimt. 
Here a page fiU'd with iMllet-doaz i 
On t'other side — Imd outfit thttt ; 
Madam, I die without your grace { 
Item-^ half a yard-tflaet^ 
ui Who 
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Who that had wit would (dace it here 

For ev'ry peeiMQg fop to jeer ? 

Whoc'or oLfccU to hold his part 

In such a book and luch a heart, 

If he be wnlth^ and a fool, 

Is in all points the finest tool ; ; 

Of whom it may be justly said. 

He's a g<^ pencil tipp'd with lead. 

CXXII. LORD TREASURER HARLET. 
■ Swift wrote four lines extempore with his 
pencil in the Lord Treasurer's house when 
he lay wounded. They were inscribed to 
his physicians : thus, 

" On Britain, Europe's safety lies ; 
Britain b los^ if Harlcy dies : 
Harley depends upon your skill : 
. Think what you save, or what you kill." 

CXXUI. LORD STRAFFORD. 

. " There i> a fooli^ story got about town, 
that Ix>rd StraSord, one of our plenipoten- 
tiaries, is in the interests of France t »nd it 
VOL. I. K has 
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has bc6D a good while said the Lord Privy- 
Seal* and he do not agree very well} they- 
are both long practised, in^ business, but 
neither of tbctn have much parts. Strafford' 
has some life and ^urits, but is infinitely- 
proud, and wholly illiterate." 

CXXiy. NEW MINISTRIES.. 

There is one thing in all new ministries;^ 
for the first week or two they are in a hurry^ 
or not to be seen ; and. when you come 
afterwardsy^ they are engaged. 

CXXT. DUKE OF ORMOND. 

Swift's tenderness of heart frequently ap- 
pears in his correspondence } for instance, 
on -visiting the Duke and Duchess of Or- 
mond on the death of their daughter, Lady 
Asbbumham, speaking of the Duke-, he 
says> ** He bore up as well as he could, but 
something filing accidentally in discourse, 
the tears were just idling out <tf bis eyes, 

■ Dr. JohD Kobiuson, Bi^op of Bristol. 

and 
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anil I looked off to give him an opportunity 
(which he took) of wiping them with hia 
handkerchief. I never saw any thing so 
HioviDg, nor sach a mixture of greatness of 
mind, and tenderness and discretion." 

GXXVt. MS. CJESAt. 

An itch for piuining was a constant at- 
tendant of Swift's. He dined one day in 
company with the Lord Keeper-, his son, 
and their two ladies, with Mr. Casar, Trea- 
surer of the Navy, at his house in the city. 
They happened to talk of Brutus^ and Swift 
said something in his praise; when it struck; 
him immediately that he had made a blun- 
der in doing so ; and therefore recollecting 
himself, he saidj " Mr. Casar, I beg yeiir 
pardon." 

CXXVII. PBRFECTIO^l IN WRITING. 

Fausanias is of opinion, that the perfec- 
tion of correct writing was entirely owing 
to the institution, of critics; and that he can 
possibly mean no other than the true critic, 
K.Z is> 
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is, " I think," says Swift, " manifest enough 
&otn the following description. He says, 
" They were a race of men wfao delighted 
to nibble at the superfluities and excres- 
ccncieS. of books, which the learned at 
length observing, took warning of their 
own accord to lop the luxuriant, the rotten, 
the deat^ the sapless, and the overgrown 
branches, from their works." But now all 
this he cunningly shades under thefollowing 
allegory; that " the Naupliant, in Argos» 
learned the art of pruning iheir vines by ot>- 
serving that when an ass had browsed upon 
one of them, // thrived the bttUrf and bore 
fairer fruit." 

CXXVIII. NEW MATTER FOR COUPOSITION. 

•* It is reckoned that there is not at this_ 
present time a sufficient quantity of new 
matter left in nature to iiirnish and adorn 
any one particular subject to the extent of 
a volume." Nothing has appeared since 
Swift's time to prove this opinion erroneouf. 

cxxix. 
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cxxix. LORD Oxford's uinistrt. 
The great fault of this Lord's administra- 
tion certainly was DELaT, of which the 
Queen had a great deal. Of the Lord 
Treasurer, Dr. Arbuthnot jocularly saidt 
*' The law of nature to which he is most 
•subject, is reinanere in statu quo, tiui detur- 
ietur ah extrtfiseco." Swift appears frequently 
to have spoken his sentiments on this fetal 
system of procrastination with great free- 
dom. Harley was generally allowed to be 
the most reserved and mysterious of all po- 
liticians, yet to Swift he was open and ex- 
plicit, whose frankness was very different 
from that servility and adulation which 
people in high situations generally meet with. 
Swift Irad once recdved a present from 
Mr. Hill, goveimor of Dunkirk, of a tor- 
toise-shell snuff-6ox, lined with gold, and 
painted on the inside of the lid, with a view 
of Venice. This present he shewed one 
day to Harley, who, having admired thC 
painting and the workmanship, at last spied 
K 3 a iigure- 
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a figure studded on the outside of the bot- 
tom, which he thought resembled a goosey 
upon which, turning to the Doctor, " Jo- 
naihan^' says he, " / tlxnk they have made a 
goose of thee." — " iTw, tny Lord" said the 
DoctOT ; " but if yoiir Lordship vvUl look a 
■littie farther^ you loiil see that l.am driving a 
snail before me •" which indeed happened t« 
be the device. To this the Earl coolly re- 
plied, " That is severe enough, Jonathan ; 
but I deserve it." 

CXXX. FOLLT. 

The famous Troglodyte Philos^her say% 
** It is certain some grains of folly arc of 
course annexed as .part of the compositioa 
of human nature ; cmly the choice is left vi, 
whether we please to wear tkem inlaid or 
embossed ; and we need not go very (ar 
to se^ how that is usually determined, when 
we remember it is with human faculties, as 
with liquors, the lightest will ever be at the 
tag." 

xxxa. 
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ex XXI. WIND. 

: Tbe learned jSoliets maintain the original 
cause of all things to be wind, from which 
principle this whole universe was first pro- 
duced, and into which it must at last be re- 
solved i that the same breath which had 
-kindled, and blew up the flame of nature, 
should one day blow it cut : 

Qnod procuta nobis flectac fortmia gubernuis. 

CXXXII. A DUKEDOM. 

When we arc once conversant with great 
things and'great men about court, how asto- 
nishingly, in a Rhort time, it alters our man- 
ner both of ■ex.pression and thought. Swift, 
&r instance, seems tothink nothing of being 
the solicitor for Lord Abencomto get him 
a Dukedom. He says, " I have had a letto- 
from Lord Abcrcorn to get him tltc Dtike- 
dom of Chatelleraut from the King of 
France, in which I will do What I can, for 
his pretensions are very just. It is a great 
air this, getting a Dukedom from the Kiu^ 
K 4 of 
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of France } but it is only to speak to dtc 
secretary, and get the Duke of Onnond to- 
engage in it, and mention the case to the 
Lord Treasurer, &c. &c. &c. and this I shaft 

ioir , ■ , ' 

CXXXIII. PLACEMEN. 

When the bill limiting the number of 
places to be held by members of Parliament 
was brought in, Swift justly observed, that 
it was certainly a good bill in the reign of 
an ill Prince ; " but," says he, " I think 
things are not settled enough for it at pre- 
sent, and the Court mxj want a majority at 
a pinch." A little time proved that bis 
provident mind was not deceived ; the Court 
did want a majority, and the miniitry were 
obliged to resort to a most unconstitutionat 
interference to obtain it ; vi2. the creatioa 
of twelve new' peer* at one tinsc. 

CIPCXIV. I.ZVT. 

Swift would have made but a poor de- 
votee. The mortificaticHu and fiutings <^ 
the 



the Romaki Catholic church do not seem t6 
have at all suited his stomach. He. saya^ 
" I hate Lent i I hate different dictS) and 
fbrmity and butter, and herb porridge, and 
the sour, devcMit, starring faces of people 
who only put on religion for seven weeks." 

CIXXV. NEW WITS. 

" I h^e to have any new wits rise ; bat 
when they do rise, I would encourage them^ 
they tread on our heels, and throst us off 
-the st^e." The number who agree in opi- 
nion with Swiit OR this point is fu- from 
smail; but how few, like him, have the 
candour, or the boldness to express it t 

CXXXTI. PRIOR. 

It iias frequently been dnerved, that mi- 
nisters give the same places to men who are 
little better than nuchiaei, and a man of 
talents and enlightened understanding. So 
long as it is a place, they care &r nothing 
more. Thus, they made Prior a conuni^ 
sioner of the costoms, iducb^ Swift says, 
"he 
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" he hated, because it spoiled his wit, and 
iic could dream of nothing but cockets and 
dockets, and drawbacks, and other jargon- 
words of the custom-house." 

CXXXVtI. COVETOUSNfcSS. 

*' The character of covetousness is what 
a man generally acquires more through some 
niggardliness ot ill grace in little and incon- 
siderable things, than In expenses -of any 
tonseqnencc. A very few pounds a year 
would ease that man of the scandal of ara. 
rice." "What a pity it is, that Swift so sooa 
forgot this maxim himself ! 

CSSXVm. DR. UERKELET. 

Swift, in a letter to Lord Carteret, then 
Lord Lieutenant of Ircbnd, thus speaks of 
tMs -£unons philosopher, who was then filled 
with his project for esublishing a college at 
Bermudas, which, after the ntmost pCTso- 
verancc, and three years residence, he was 
obliged to abandon, finding bis plan im- 
practicable : " There is a gentleman of this 
kingdom 
. .Coosic 
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-king<Iom just gone fca England ; it is Dr. 
George Berkdey, Dean of Derry. He tqket 
the Bath. in his waj-to London, and wiH ef 
course attend your excellency : and, periapt^ 
you may not be ill cntert^ned with some 
account of the man and bis errand. He 
-was a fellow in the university here, and 
^oing to England ^very yoimg, about thir- 
teen years ago, he became -rfic founder «f a 
sect tberey icallod the Immaieriaiistt, by the 
force of a very curious book upon that sul> 
Ject. Dr. Smalridge, atvd many other emi- 
.nent personS) were his proselytes. I sent 
him secretary and chaplain to Sicily, with 
my Lord Peterborough,. and upon his Lord- 
ship's return, Dr. Berkeley tpent above seven 
lyears in traveUing over -most parts of Eu- 
rope, but chi^y through every comer of 
■Italy, Sicily, and other islands. When he 
•came back to ^England, he found so many 
iriends that he was effectually recommended 
<to the Duke of Grafton, by whom he was 
lately made Dean of Dory. Your excel- 
isacy will be frightened when I tell you all 
this 
,. .Coodc 
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this is but zn introdoction ; and I most now 
mention bis errand. He is an absolute phi- 
losopher with regard to money, titles, and 
power, and, for three years past, has been 
struck with a notion of founding an univer- 
sity at Bermudas, by a charter from the 
crown. He has seduced several of the hop^ 
jidlest young clergymen and others hcrc» 
many of them well provided for, and all in 
the fairest way of preferment : but in Eng- 
land his conquests are greater, and I doubt 
will spread very far this winter. He shewed 
me a little tract wfaich he designs to publish, 
and there your excellency will sec his whole 
scheme of a life academico-philosophic^ (I 
shall make you remember what you were) 
e£ a college founded for Indian scholars and 
missionaries, where he most exorbitantly 
proposes a whole hundred pounds a year for 
himself forty pounds for a fellow, and ten 
lor a student. His heart will break if his 
deanery be not taken irom him, and left to 
your excellency's disposal. I discouraged 
lum by the coldness of courts and ministers, 
who 
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T^ha wiU interpret all this as impce^ble> and 
9 vision ; but nothing ynll do : and, thercr 
lore, I do humbly intrcat your excellency^ 
either to use such persuasions as ^11 keep 
one of the first men in the kingdcmi for 
learning and virtue quiet at home, or assist 
him by your credit to compass his romantic 
design ; which, however, is very nobic and 
generous, and directly proper for a great 
person of your excellent educatitni lo en- 
tourage." 

CXXXIX. LORO B<H.IHGBROKE. 

, Swift thus expresses himself in a letter to 
Lord Bolingbroke, dated August 7th, 1714, 
being a short time a&er his Lordsbqt's re- 
signation : 

, " As to what is to come, your lordship 
is in the prime of your years, pieirt dei ejfrki 
^iii Jburmitent les tspenmces, and you are 
now again to act that part (though in an- 
other assembly) W;hich you formerly dis- 
charged so much to your own honoi^r, and 
the advantage of your cause> You set out 
with 
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with tht wind and the tide against you j 
yet at last arrived at your port, iiroiii- 
whence you are now driven back into open^ 
sea agatir. But, not to involve myself m an 
aUegory, I doubt whether, after this dis— 
appKiintmcnt, you can go on with the same 
vigour you did in your more early youth. 
Experience, which has added to your wis- 
dom, has lessened your resolution. You 
are now a General, who, after many victo- 
ries, has lost a battle, and have not the same 
confidence in yourself or your troops. 
Tour fellow-labourers have cither made- 
their fortunes, or are past them, or ■riQ'go 
over to seek them on the same tide." 

CII,. SATIRE. 

Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders 
do generally discover every body's face but 
their own j which is their chief reason for- 
that kind reception it meets with in the 
world, attd that so very few are oKnded' 
with it. 

CXLU- 

u,:,-,zf--„CoOglc 



swiniAHiv 143 



ANGRY EERSOHS^ 



" I have learnt from long experience," 
says Swift, " never to apprehend mischief 
from those understandings I have been able 
to provoke : for anger and fiuy, though 
they add strength to the lumur of the body, 
yet are found to relax those of the mind, 
and to render all it& cfibrts ficeble and im- 
potent." 

CXLII. WIT WtTHOUT KNOWLEDGE.. 

Wit without knowledge is a sort of cream 
which gathers in a night to the top, and by 
a. skilful hand may be soon whipped into 
froth 1 but once scummed away, what ap- 
pears underneath, wiU. be fit for nothing 
but to be thr,own to the hogs. 

CXLIII. CRLTICISM.. 

Nothing can be finer than Swift's descrip> 
tion of the dwelling and attendants of criti- 
cism in the Battle of the Books : ** This ma- 
lignant deity dwelt on the top of a snowy 
mountain 
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mountain In Nova Zembla : Momus found 
her extended m her den upon the spoils of 
Numberless Tohinies half devoured. At her 
right iand sat Ignorance, ber fiither and 
husband, Uind with age ; at her left, Pridt, 
her mother, dressing herup in the scraps of 
paper herself had torn. There was Ofimim, 
her lister, light of foot, hood-vinked, and 
headstrong, yet giddy and perpetually turn- 
ing. About her played her children, Noiit 
■and Impudence, Duinen and Vanity, Posiiive- 
ness. Pedantry, and III Manners" 

CXLIT. SIR JOHN DENHAM. 

Sir Jolui Denham's poems are very un- 
equal, extremely good, and very indifiTemt. 
Swift seems to have thought that he was not 
the real author of Cooper's HilL 

-CXLV. ORiem of the ttrm Iioukd- 

HEADS. 

The Eanatics in the time of Qiarles the 

Fffst, ignorantly applying the text, ** Ye 

know that it is a sluiBe iar men to have 

long 
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long hair," cut theirs very short. It is said, 
that the Queen once seeing Pym, a cele- 
brated patriot, thus cropped, inquired who 
that reundJitaded mttn was ; and that from 
this incident the distinction became genera), 
and the party were called round>beads. 

CKLTI. A COMMON INFIRMITT. 

It is a very common infirmity of human 
nature, which inclines us to be most curious 
and conceited in matters where we have the 
least concern, and for which we are least 
adapted ehher by study or nature. 

■CXLTII. A PUN. 

Nothing can miM-e strongly shew Swift's 
fondness for puns of all sorts, than an ex> 
tract from one of his letters. " The Bishop 
of Qogher has made an if-pun that he is 
mighty proud of, and designs to send it over 
to ihis brother Tom : but Sir Andrew Foun- 
tain has written to Tom Ashe last post, told 
liim the pun, and desired him to send it 
over to the Bishop ^s his own} and if it 
*oL. 1. L succeeds, 
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succeeds, it will be a pure bite Til tcH yon 
the pun. If there was a hachnfy coach M 
Mr. Podtft dcxir, what town in Egypt 
would it be i Why, it would be Heccaem- 
faUs \ Hack at Tarn futley'i. Silly !" 

CXLVIII. REHEARSALS. 

The rehearsal of Mr, Addison's Cato is 
well enough described in the Journal : " I 
was this VKvning at ten at the rcheanal of 
Mr> Addison's play called Cain. We stood 
■on the stage, and it was foolish enough to 
see the actors prompted every moment, and 
the poet directing them ; and that drab* 
that acts Cato's slaughter, out in the midst 
of a passionate part] and thai calling out, 
H^afi next ?" 

CXLIX. COMPARISONS. 

Undoubtedly, philosophers arc in the 
right when they tell us, that nothing is great 
or little otherwise than by comparison. 
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CL. BRUTUS. 

Swift Ecenu to have had great Tcneratioa 
for the charaaer of Bnitus. ■ Speaking of 
him he says, " In Brutus we may discover 
the greatest firmness and intrepidity of 
mind, the most consummate virtue,' the 
truest loTC of his country, and general be- 
oerolence for mankind, in every lineament 
of his countenance : and it may be freely 
confessed, that the greatest actions of Caesar's 
Ufe were not equal to the glory of taking it 

CLI. KKOWLEDCE OF COTEKNING. 

The knowledge of governing may be con- 
fined within very narrow bounds; to common 
sense and reason, to justice and lenity, to the 
speedy determination of civil and criminal 
causes, with some other obvious topics wb>ch 
are not worth considering : " and it is my opi- 
nion," says Swift, *' that whoever can make 
two ears of com, or two blades of grass, to 
grow upon a spot of ground where only one 
L 2 gww 
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grew before, would deserve better of man- 
kind, and do more essential service to his 
country, than the whole race of polittdans 
put together." 

CUI. HEW SYSTEMS OF NATURE. 

New systems of nature are but new fa- 
shioDS, which will \ary in every age ; and 
even those who pretend to demonstrate them 
from mathematical princijrics, will flourish 
but a short period of time, and be •oat of 
vogue when that b determined. 

CLIII. UR. EOSD, 

If Swilt, when he was in fiiU confidence 
with Lord Oxford's adminbtration, did not 
take sa£Scient pains to provide for himscif 
according to hb own wish, yet surdy no 
man was em more indefatigable or success- 
fill in obtaining places for his friends. This 
must at least be allowed a very amiable trait 
in Us character. Notwithstanding all that 
. has been sud and written to shew' that 
Swift had not as much influence with the 
ministen 
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ministers as he })reterded, yet the facts will 
jM-ove it to have been very considerable in- 
deed. Speaking of Mr. Ford's appointment^ 
he says, " I have made Ford gazetteer^ and 
got two hiiodr^ pounds a year settled on 
the emi^yment by the scccctarics of state, 
besides the perquisites. It is the prettiest 
employment in England of its size, yet the 
puppy does not seem satisfied with it. I 
think people keep some follies to themselves,^ 
till they have occasion to produce chem. 
He thinks it not genteel enough, and makes^ 
twenty didiculdes. It is impossible to make 
any man easy. His salary is paid him every 
week, if he pleases, without taxes or abate- 
ments. He has little to do for it, and caii' 
frank what letter* he will." This gentle- 
man ai^>ears to have been one of those cha- 
racters whiHn nothing will satisfy. He was 
ridiculous in more points than his ob- 
jections to the stuation. of gazetteer, if 
Mrs. PSkington is to be believed : hC) how* 
ever, seems, still to have retained his inti- 
macy with Swift, and visited him many 
L 3 years 
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jan afterwards m Ireland, where he then 
resided. At this period, Mrs. Pilkingtoa 
thus speaks of him : '* There now came in 
to snp with the Dean one of the oddest little 
mortals I ever met with j he formerly was 
gazetteer^ and, upon the strength of being 
an author, and having travelled, took nprai 
him not only to dictate to the company, bat 
to contradict whatever any other person ad- 
vanced, whether right or wrong, till he had 
entirely silenced them all : and then having 
the whole talk to himself (for to my great 
surprise the Dean neither intermptcd nor 
shewed any dtsltkc of him), he told ns a 
whole string of improbabilities^ such as 
'* that each jnllar of St. Peter's at Rome 
took up inore ground than a convent which 
vrts near It, wherein were twelve monks, 
with their chapel, garden, and infirmary.** 
So every pillar must at least have taken ap 
bllf an acre, and, considering the number of 
them, we must conclude the edifice to have 
been some miles in circnmfcrence. No one 
present had ever beenM Rome, except him- 
self. 
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sdf, M diat he might tell us just what he 
diought proper." And could the Dcan^of 
St. Patrick's, who hatod a Mxcomb to his 
very soul, hear all this, aod be silent i Cn- 
Jat Judtiiu. 

CtlV. PS. EXOTD, BI9BOP OF WORCESTER, 
This wise prelate turned prophet at ninety, 
and went to Queen Anne by appointment, 
to prove tcTher Majesty, out of Haniel and 
the Revelations, that four years hence there 
would be a war of religion ; that the King 
of France would be a Protestant, and £ght 
<m their side j that the popedom woidd be 
destroyed, &c. ; and declared, that he wo|ild 
be content to give up his tnshc^ici if it 
were a« true. Swift says, "that the Lord 
Treasurer confounded the old fool ^^y in 
his own hearing, which made him v^ry 
quarrelsome.'^ 

CLV. DBAWIHC A CHARACT^.. 

Pope's observation is just : Swift Gcrtainly 

excelled at drawing a character. F«pe sayft 
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in oae of his letters to him : " Ton have » 
desperate hand at dashiog out a character by 
great strokes, and, at' the same time, a de- 
licate one at £ne touches^ God fortnd„ 
^oa should draw mine, if I were conscious, 
of any guilt : but, if I were conscious of aay 
folly, God send it ! for as- nobody can de- 
tect a great &idt so well as you, so nobody 
would so well hide a small one." Pope had 
ample cause fisr all his apprehensions on thi&. 
subjects 

CLTl; in EXTEMPORE. 
The following lines were written upon a. 
very old glass of Sir Arthur Atcheson's : 
" Frail glass I thou mortal art, as well as I,. 
Though none can t^, which of us £rst shall 
dier 

Swift wrote underneath, extempore : 

We both arc mortal ; but thou, frailer crea- 
ture. 
May die» like me, by chance, but not by 
nature- 

CLVII. 
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CLVII. MOTIVES TO GOOD ACTIONS. 
The motives to lite best action* will not 
bear too strict an inquiry. It is allowed^, 
that the cause of aJl actions'] good- or bad> 
may be resolved into the lore of ourselves y- 
but the self-love of some men inclines then: 
to- please others,, and the self-love of others 
is «4iolly employed in pleasing themselves :: 
this makes the great distinction betwem 
virtue and vice. Religion is the best mo- 
tive of all action ; yet religion is flowed' to 
be the highest instance of self-Iovet 

CLVIII. THE PEACE OF UTRECHT. 

Dr. Hetvetius was sent &om Paris, by 
Torcy, to Devenwordt, at the Hague, with 
tit fint propttidi for a peace separate- vnth 
Holland; a year aficr which, the prelimi- 
naries, at Gertrudcnberg, were transacted 
l^ the Marquis d'U«Ues and Poligoac, and 
afterwards Mesuager was privately dispatched. - 
to the same efiect. 

My Lord Strafford had the first intiinz- ' 
tion 
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tton of tbese separate transactions of France 
and Holland, from die Duke of Marlbo- 
vougk (as a thing a good nhilc before in 
agitation), and' afterwards from Devenirordt 
himself who told him that he sent to Paris 
for De. Hdvetius fc eure him ^a rhtum&tum^ 
which (^iportunity Torcy to<^ to negotiate 
b^ him. Swift says, that Helvttius mice 
cbnfinned the same story to my Lord Straf- 
ford in the year i J20t 

CLIX. A PASSAGE FROM SCSIPTailE> AP- 
PLIED AHD SENT TO OR. SWIFT BT A. 
QUAKES,, WHEM THREE HUNDRED POUNDS 
WEAfi OFFERED FOR TAKING UP THE 
CRAPIER. 

1 Sam. Chap^xlT. Ver. 45-. 
" And the peojde said unto Saul, shall 
yeiwthan die, who hath wrought this great 
salvation in Israel ? God forbid : as the 
Lord liveth there shall not one hair of his 
head &Q to the gronnd; for he wrought 
with God this day. So the peo[de rescued 
Jmuhan that he died not." 

cix. 
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CLX. ON THE BIRTS ^T THE BSUUTAGB. 
AT RICHMOND. 

Among the inmuneraUe trifles upon every 
occasion whicli Sw^'s £Ettibc irnvgination 
so^cstcd to him is the {bllawiBg : 

Lewis, the living Uarnid fcdj 
And rais'd the scientific head : 
Our frugal Queen, to save her meatj. 
Exalts the hiadt that cannot eat. 

■ CL:i.\. USHOIRS.. 

Writers af memoos and Mstaies cannot 
read Swift's advice to Lord Bolinghroke, 
when employed oh the history of his own 
times, too often. He says, " One rcasoti 
why we have so few memoirs written by 
principal actors is, becaose much £uniliarity 
with great afiairs makes men vihie them too 
little; yet such persona wtQ read Tacitus 
and Commenes with woodsrAil delight- 
Two things should therefore be attended to 
by writers of memoirs ; first, not to omit 
any 
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any passage because they happen t» think it 
of little moment ; and secondly, to recollect 
that they write to an ignorant world, and 
BOt to suppose the reader to be only of the 
presentee, or to live within ten miles' ef 
London. There is nothing more vexing in 
old historians than their leaving one in the 
dark in some passages, which they suppose 
every one to know. It is this iaziness, 
pridei or incapacity of great men, that has 
given way to the impertinence of the French- 
nation to pester us with memoirs, full of the 
trifling and romance. Let a Frenchman 
talk twice to a nunister of state, and he 
desires no more to ftunish out a volume." 

CtXH. FRlCHl's WORKS. 
In 1 718, Prior pnUtsbed Ws works by- 
subscription, on: which occasion Swifi was 
particularly asndoons in procuring him a 
wry raimerouE list of subscribers in Ireland.. 
Upon the back of one of Prioi^s letters to 
him on the siit^ect the Dean has written^ 
" Levaada ert enim paupertai arum bemhnitii,' 
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qui diu reipuiiic^ idvenUif fat^trtt sunt ft 
Jtuliorum moffi^ 

CLXtll. LAW. 

Law in a £ree coimtiy is, or ought to be> 
t\K determinatioii of the majority of thoie 
who have propecty in land. 

CLXIV. MEAN AND CRBAT FIGUSJll MADS 
ST SEVERAL SZR50NS. 

Of Ihoiewho havejuade ore at ficuiei in raise 
|ianicular aclion or circumitance of their lira. 

Alexander the Great^ after hii victory (at 
the straits of Moaat Taurus), when he en- 
tered the tent where the Queen and Prin- 
cesses of Periia fell at his feet. 

Secralesj the whole last xlay of his life, 
and particularly from the time he took the 
poison, to the moment he expired. 

Cicero, when he was recalled &om his 

banishment j the people through evoy place 

iie passed meeting him with shouts of joy 

and 

,. Xloogic 



J-gi SWIFTIANA. 

■and «»igratulatlDn, and all Rome com'u^ 
■ont to receive him. 

Regultu, when he went out of Rome, 
attended by his friends to the gates, and re- 
turned to Carthage according to his word of 
honour, although he knew he must be put 
to 8 cnid desrth, for advking the Romans to 
pursue their war with the commonwealtli.' 

Scipia the elder, when he dismissed a 
beautiful captive lady prescatcd to him 
after a great victory, turning his head aside 
to preserve his own virtue.* 

The same Scipia, when he and Hannibjl 
tnet before the battle. 

Citicmnattif, when the messengers sent by 
the Senate to make him Dictate- found him 
at Ae plough. 

Epamimndas, when the Persian ambassa- 
dor came to his house, and found him in f^' 
midst of his poverty. 

Tfje Earl of Strafird, on the day that hs 
iBade his own defence at his trial. 

• SeipioetJafenis,«C«!lebs,et Victor! 
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King Charles, during his vrbde tnal> and 
at his death. 

The Blaci Prmcf, when he vaited at sup- 
per on the E^Dg of FrancC) wKom he had 
conquered and taken prisoner on the same 
day. 

^irgii, when at Rome : the whole audi- 
ence pose up out of veneration when be eiSK 
tered the theatre. 

JUabomet the Great, when he cut off his 
beloved mistress's head, on a stage erected 
ioT that purpose, to conrviace his soldter*, 
who taaed him for preferring hi* love to his 
glory, 

Crcimvell, when iie quelled a mutiny in 
Hyde Park. 

Harry the Great of France, when he en- 
tered Paris, and sat at cards the same night 
with some great ladies, who were his mortd 
enemies. 

Ribert HarUy, EarJ of Oxford, at his 
trial. 

Cato of Utica, when he provided fijr the 

safety of his iidends, and determined tQ die. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomat Mare^ daring his imprison- 
iDcnt, and at his execution. 

JUarius, when the i^oldicr, sent to kill 
lum in the dungeon, was struck with oq 
much awe ^nd veneration that the sword 
fell from his hand. 

DoDGLiss, when the ship he conunandcd 
was on fire, and he lay down to die in iti 
because it should not be satd, that one of his 
funi^ ever quitted their post. 



Of IhoK-wbo hare made a usan 
-rlovR*, ia <ome action or dtcumsuaoe of thetr 
lives. 

Antony, at Actiunit when he fled after 
Oeopatra. 

Pomptj, when he was killed on the sea 
shore in Egypt. 

Ntro and Vitellius, when they were put 
to death. 

Lepidui, when he was compelled to lay 
down his share in the triumvirate. 

Cromivell, the day he rcfiiscd the kingship 
out (rffear. 

Peraut^ 
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Perjius, King sf Macedon, wlicn he was 
led in triumph. 

Richard the Secoiyi of England, after Ke 
vras depoted. 

TBe late King ef Poland, when the King 
of Sweden forced him to give up his king- 
dom } and when he took it again upon the 
King of Sweden's defeat by the Muscovites. 

King James the Second of England, when 
the Prince of Orange sent to him, at mid- 
night to leave London. 

King William the Third of England, when 
he sent tO' the House of Commons to con- 
tinue his Dutch guards, and was refused. 

The late ^leen Anne of England, when 
she sent Whitworth to Muscovy, on an 
embassy of humiliation, for an insuh com- 
mitted here on that prince's ambassador. 

The Lord Chancellor Bacon, when he was 
.convicted of bribery. 

214^ late Duhe of Marlborough, when he 
was forced, after hit own disgrace, to carry 
his Duchess's gold key to the Queen. 

The (M Earl of Pembri^t, when a Scotch 

vot.. I. M Lord 
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Lord gave him a lash with a whip at Nev- 
market, in the presence of all the nobility, 
and he bore it with patience. 

King Charht the Second of England, when 
he entered into the second Dutch war \ and 
in many other actions during his whole 
reign. 

Philip the Seeend ef Sfain, after the defeat 
of the Armada. 

T& Emperor Charles the Fifth, when he 
resigned his crown^ and nobody would be- 
lieve his reasons. 

King Charles the First of England, when, 
in gallantry to his Queen, he thought to 
surprise her wi,th a {»'esent of a diamond 
buckle, which he pushed down her breast, 
and tore her flesh with the tongue ; upon 
which she drew it out, and flung it on the 
ground. 

Fairfax, the Parliament General, at the 
time of King Charles's trial. 

Jiiliut C^ar, when Antony offered to 

put a diadem on his head, and the peo|^ 

shouted for joy to see him decline it j which 

he 
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he never oKred to do until he saw their 
dislike in their countenances. 

CorioioHuj, when he withdrew his army 
from Rome at the request of his mother. 

Haaaibal, at Antiochus's court. 

Beau FitlSng, at fifty years old, when, 
in a quarrel upon the stage, he was run int» 
his breast, which he opened and shewed to 
the ladies, that he might move their love 
and pity ; but they all felt a laughing. 

The Count de Bmsy Rahutin, when he was 
recalled to court, after twenty years banish- 
ment into the country, and affected to make 
the same figure as he did in his youth. 

The Earl if Sunderland^ when he turned 
papist in the time ofKing James the Second, 
and tmderwent all the forms of a heretic 
converted. 

Pope Clement the Seventh, when he was 
taken prisoner at Rome by the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth's fwecs. 

^ieen Mary of Scotland, when she suf- 
fered Bothwell to ravish her, and pleaded 
that as an excuse for marrying him. 

u a King 
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^iftg y^f ^ England, trhen be gave up 
his kingdom to the Pope, to be held as a 
fief to the MC of Rome. 

CLXV, CONTENT*. 

Tht itutittttioa of convrati abroad seems, 
in one point, a strain of great witdom, there 
being fc* irregularities in human passions, 
that ttaf not hare recourse to vent them^ 
Echres in some of those orders, which are so 
inan; rett^ats ier the speculattre, tltc me- 
Juicho);^! the proud, the silentt the pditic, 
and the morose, to s^ead their tives, and 
evaporate the obnoKious particles ) « ibr 
each of whom, in England," says Swift for- 
ciUy, ** wc are forced to provide a several 
sect of religion to keep them quiet." 

CLXTI. CHOICE OF SUBJECT. 

*' What other subject ^hroi^ all art <« 
nature could have produced Titidal far a 
profound author, or fiimidied him with 
readers £ It is the wise choice of the sub- 
ject that idone adonu and diidngutihcs the 
writer." 
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writer." Tlie tnidi of this observatioa is 
evinced exactly in proportion to the extent 
in which it is tried. 

CLXVll. DEAN SWIFT TO MR. POPE. 

This vas addressed to him while he was 
writing the Dunciad. 

Pope has the taieot wdl to speak. 

But not to reach the car ; 
His loudest voioB is low and weak^ 

The Dean too deaf to hear. 

Awhile they on each other look, 
Then dif rent tfn djf^ rViim* ; 

The I>tan uts {rfoddiog on a book, 
Popt wdks, and courts the rouse. 

Now backs * pf letters, though design'd 
For thoK who naore will need 'em. 

Are £ll'd with hints, and intcrlm'd, 
Hiouclf can hardly read 'em. 

• " Paprr-tpBTing Pi^," 
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Each atom by some other strack 

AU tunu and motions tries : 
Till, in a lump together studc. 
Behold a ^wm rise! 

Yet to the DeaH his share * allot. 

He claimis tt hj a canon ; 
That without wbicb a thing it ttotf 

Is, cmua tine quH nen. 

Thus, Poptt in vain yon boast your vlt % 

For, had our deaf divine 
Been for your conversation fit» 

You had not writ a line.-^ 

* Pope tay>, io a Ictta to Swift, <l>i«d 1 Eth Nonm- 
ber 172B, " The inacriplioil to the Duncnd is no* 
printed, and inazrted in the poem. Do 70U oie I 
ihouM say aiiy thing farther how much that pM>n i' 
yours, lince certiinly vnt/wntymi, it had never beeu!" 

t Pope |iTe« a polite turn to thi« in a leltd lo 
' Dr. Sheridan. " I turn been dandeted by the doDcis, 
together with in;r fiiend the Dean, who u piopeHy the 
author of the Dunciad : it had never been written but 
at hii request, and for his dearnesi ; for hid he bee* 
able to convene with me, do yoit think I ihould tin 
xnumd my time 10 ill ?'' 
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CLXriII. MEMOIRS OF MARTINDS SCRIBLEK.II3. 

Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbothnot, and Dean 
Swift, had prqcacd to write a satire, in 
conjunction. On the Ahusei of Human Learn- 
ing, They proposed to do it in the manner 
of Cervantes: but the separation of these 
friends, which soon after happened, by the 
death of Dr. Arbuthnot, and the growing 
infirmities of the Dean, put a final stop to 
the project. The first book only of T/ie 
Memoirs of Martinus Scriilerus was finish- 
ed.* Dr. Warhurton observes, that " po- 
lite letters never lost more than in the defeat 
of this scheme, in which each of this illos- 
trious triumvirate would -have found exercise 
for his own peculiar talent, besides constant 
employm^t, for that they all had in com- 
mon. Dr. Arbuthnot was skilled in every 
thing that rdated to iciencef Mr. Pope was a 
master in the fine artj, and Swj/i excelled 
in the htoviledge if the laorld. Wit they 
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had all in equal measure, and this so largi;, 
that no age, perhaps, ever produced three 
men to H^orn nature had more bountifully 
bestovred it, or art brought it to liigher per- 
fection." 

CLXIX. MADNESS OF THE PEOPLE. 

Xbe ra^ng ^ the ua, and tkt madnets tf 
tbepe^€) are put together in holy writ : and 
it is God alone who can say to cither, " Hi~ 
thtrle thah thou pass, and mfariber." 

CLXX. BALANCE OF POWER IH A 
LIMITED STATE. 

The balance of power in a limited state is 
of nich absolute necessity, that Cromwell 
himself, before he had perfectly confirmed 
his tynuiny, having some occasions for the 
appearance of a Parliament, was finxed to 
create and erect an entire new House of 
Lords (sDch as it was) for a counterpoise to 
the Cmnmons : and indeed, considering the 
Tilcncss of the clay, I have sometimes wm- 
dered that no tribune of that age durst ever 
venture 
,. .Coodc 
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Tcnturc to ask the potter, vjiat dost ibou 
mate ? But it was then about the last act of 
popular usurpation, and /ate, or CrimvxU, 
had already prepared them for another 
person. 

CLZXI. PUBLIC COUTSHTIOMS. 
Public conventions are liaUe to ^1 the 
infirmities, fiidlies, and vices of private men. 

CLXXIl. MAN PRONE TO IMITATION. 

"Nbn is SO apt to imitate; lomuchofthe 
nature of the sheep (imitattret ttrvum pecw) 
that vhoever is so ixAA to give the first great 
leap over the heads of those about him, 
thou^ he be the worst of the fiock, shall 
be quickl; fidlowed by the rest." This age 
of reToluti<ms has not left this maxim with- 
out examples. 

CLXXUI. lUMDNESI, 
Blindness is an addition to courage bj 
c<»icealing dangers from os, 
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CLXXI7. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CON- 
DUCT OF THE SAME PERSON IN PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE LIFE. 

Swift's powers of description, and deep 
knowledge of the world, are strongly dis- 
played on this head. He says, " I think 
there Is hardly to be found through all na- 
ture a greater di£ference between two things, 
than there is between a representing com- 
atoner in his function of pubHc callings and 
the same person when he acts in the com- 
mon offices of life. Here he allows himself 
to be upon a level with the rest of mortals : 
here he follows his own reason, and his own 
way } and rather affects a singularity in his 
actions and thoughts, than servilely to copy 
either from the wisest of his nei^boors. 
In short, here his folly and his wisdom, his 
reason and his passions, are all of his own 
growth, not the echo or infusion of other 
men. But, when he is got near the walls 
of his assembly, he assumes and afiects an 
entire set of very different airs } he conceives 
himself 
. .Cooslc 



(WIFTIANA. 171 

himself 2 being of a superior nature to those 
vjithout, and acting in a sphere where the 
vulgar methods tor the conduct of human 
life can be of no use. He is Hsted in a party 
where he neither knows the temper, nor 
designs, nor, perhaps, the person of his 
leader ; but whose opinions he follows and 
maintains with a zeal and faith as violent as 
a young scholar docs that of a philosopher^ 
whose sect he is taught to profess. He hath 
neither opinions, nor thoughts, nor action, 
nor talk, that he can call his own ; but all 
conveyed to him by his leader, as wind is 
through an organ. Thus instructed, he 
follows the party, right or wrong, through 
all its sentiments, and acquires a courage 
and stiShess of opinion not at all congenial 
with him." 

CLXXT. VOT4GES TO LILLIPUT, BKOB- 
DIHGNAB, LAFUTA, &C. 

These voyages were intended as a moral 
political romance ; to correct vice, by shew- 
ing its defonnity, in opposition to the beauty 
of 

,. .Google 
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ef virtue i wd to amend the false systenis of 
pt|ilocQ[Ay, by pointing out the errors, and 
applying salutary means to avoid them* 

QlZ^VI. CDUUGE NEVEB. AS OBJECT OS 
COMTEMPT. 
It has been remarked, that coarage, in 
whatcT«r cause, though it sometimes excites 
indignation, is ncrer the direct of contempt } 
hut this a[q>ears to be true only because 
courage is euf^osed to imply superiority. 

CI.XZVII. HEROISM »0T PROOF AGAINST 
RIDICULE. 
As heroism itsdf is not pro«f against ridi- 
cule, those surely are lilliptttians in pjiilo.- 
sopby, who consider ridicule as the test of 
truth. ■ 

CLXZTIII. REPSOOr OF HOUAH PUDS. 

The masculine strength of features in the 

I^putians, whicfa G^dliver could not see 

till be laid his &ce apoo the ground, and 

the aw&l in&noritf of stnart in a being 

wluKn 
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«rhom he held in his hand i the hdmet, the 
plume, and thi sword, were intended as a 
reproof of human pride, the otqects of vhicb 
are trifling distinctions, niutber of person 
or rank i the ridicuknu parade and ostentA- 
tion of a pigmy; which derive not only 
their origin, but their ase, fmm the folly, 
WeakOett, and imperfection of ourselves and 
othen. 

CLXXIX. TBATELLERS' OPINIOKS. 

To expose the probabk fallacy of (pinions 
derived from the relations of travcUers, it is 
only necessary to ihew how httle truth need 
be misunderstood to make falsehood spe- 



CLXXX. MORAL AND IMTELLBCTUAL 

excELLBMCC. 
A right to judge of moral and intellectual 
excellence Js frcqnently, with great absurdity, 
arrogated by him who idfflirel in a being six 
feet high any qualities that he demises in ovz 
whose statone doei Aot exceed six inches. 

CLXXXl. 
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CLXXXI. SERVICES '. 



The greatest services to princes are of 
little weight, when put into the balance with, 
a refusal to gratify their passions. 

CLXZXII. FRIOD. 

FrauJ it a greater crime than lii^, and 
therefore should be punished with death | 
for care and vigilance, with a very common 
undo^tanding, may preserve a man's goods 
from thieves; but honesty has no fence 
against superior cunning : and since it is ne- 
cessary that there should be a perpetual in- 
tercourse of buying and selling, and dealing 
upon credit; where Aaud is permitted, or 
connived at, or hath no law to punish it, 
the honest dealer is always undone, and the 
knave gets the advantage. 

CLXXXIII. PERSONS FIT FOR EMPLOYMENT* 

In choosing persons for all employments 

wc should have more regard to good morals 

than to great abilities ; for since government 

is 

. .Coosic 
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U necessary to mankind, the common size 
of understandings must be fitted to some 
statioD or other, for Pro^dencc never in- 
tended to make the management of public 
afiairs a mystery compTehendcd only by a 
few persons of sublime genius, of vhich 
there seldom arc three bom in an age : but 
trutb, Juitue, temperance, and the like, are 
in every man's power, the practice of which 
virtues, assisted by experience and good in- 
temion, will qualify any man for the service 
of his country, except where a course of 
study is required: and the want of moral 
virtue is so far from being supplied by supe- 
rior endowments -of the mind, that em[doy- 
ments should nercr be put into the hands of 
persons so qualified; and at least the mis- 
takes comnytted by ignorance in a virtuous 
disposition can never be of such fatal conse- 
quence to the public weal, as the practices 
of a man whose inclinations lead him to be 
corrupt, and who has p"eat abilities to ma- 
nage, to multiply, and defend his corrup- 
tion. 
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CLXXXIV. INGRATITUDE. 

Ingratitude should be a capital crime, for 
in some countries tbey reason thus, that 
whoever makes ill returns to his benefactor 
must needs be a coaunon enemy to the rest 
of mankind, from whom he hath recdved 
no obligation, and therefore such a man is 
not fit to live. 

CLXXXV. TUB STAGE. 

Out English poets never sa&rcd a crimi- 
nal amour to soccced upon the stage until 
the re^n of Charles the Second, since which 
time, the alderman is regularly made the 
cuckold, the deluded virgin is debauclied, 
and adultery and fornication are supposed 
to be committed behind the scenes as a part 
of the action. 

CLZXXVI. T»E BALANCE OF EUROPE. 

NowEurope's balanc'd ; neither side prevails; 
For nothing's left in citbcr of the scales. 

CLXXXVII. 
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CLXXXTII. . A PROJECTOR. 
When Swift wa3 at Holyhead waiting for 
a feir wind to sail for Ireland, one Wcldon, 
an old seafaring man, sent him a letter, that 
he had found out the longitude, and would 
convince him of it ; to which the Dean an- 
swered in writing, that if he had found it 
out, he must apply to the Lords of the 'Ad- 
miralty, of whom, perhaps, one might be 
found who knew something of navigation, 
of which he was totally ignorant ; and thSt 
he never knew but two projectors, one of 
whom (meaning hb uncle Godwin) ruined 
himself and family, and the other hanged 
iiimself ; and desired him to desist, lest one 
or other might happen to him. 

CLXZXVIII. THE EARL OF PETERBOROUGH. 

Swift says in a letter to Gay, " When 
my liord Peterborough, in the Queen's 
time, went abroad upon his embassies, the 
ministry told mc, that he was such a va- 
grant, they were forced to write at him by 

TOL. I. N guc^s, 
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guess, because they knev not vhere to write 
to lum." This occasioned bim to write the 
following liries, which are admirably cha- 
racteristic of this singular man : 

Mordanto fills the trump of hme. 
The Christian worid his deeds prodaimi 
And prints are crowded with his name. 

In JDumies he outrides the post. 
Sits up till midnight with his host. 
Talks poliiicS] and gives the toast. 

Knews cv'ry prince in Europe's foce. 
Flies like a squib from place to place. 
And travels not, but runs a race. 

From Fans gazette a la main ; 
—This day arriv'd, without his train, 
Mordanto in a week firom Spain. 

A messenger comes all a-reek, 
Mordanto at Madrid to seek: 
—He left the town about a week. 

Nen 
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Next day the post-boy winds his hornt 
And rides throngh Dover in the mom i 
Mordanto's landed from Ijegborn. 

Mordanto gallops on alone. 

The roads are with his foll'wers strown, 

This breaks a girth, and that a bone : 

His body active as his mind, 
Returning sound in limb and wind. 
Except some leather lost behind. 

A skeleton in outward figure> 

His mc^re corps, though fiill of vigour, 

Would halt behind him, were it bigger. 

So wonderful his expedition, 

When you have not the least susjucioOi 

He's with you like an apparition. 

Shines in all climates like a star ; 
In senates bold, and fierce in war, 
A land commander, and a tar. 
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Heroic »ctic«u early bred in. 

Ne'er to be match'd in modem reading. 

But by his namesake CharUt af Sviedm. 

CLXXZIX. TH£ BEGGAK') OFEBA. 

Swift's saggestions in his letter to Mr.Gay 
vould have been a great improvement, hot 
unfortunately came too late. He says, " I 
did not understand that the scene of Locket 
and Peacbnm's quarrel was an imitation of 
one between Brutus and Cassius. I wish 
Macheath, whfn he was going to be hanged, 
had imitated Alexander the GreaC when he 
was dying : I would have had his feUow- 
' rogues desire hi» commands aboat a soc- 
:xessor, and he- to answer, " irf it be tit 
nuit VMrthy" Sic." 

eXC. INGK.EASE . SF. BOOES AMD 

LAWS. 

** If books and laws continue- to increase 

as they have dMie for. fifty years past, I am 

. in some concern for future ages ; how any 

man wiU be learned, or any man a lawyer." 

Such 



Such Vas the opinion of Swift at the com- 
menccmenc of the last century, and yet laws 
and books continue to increase in rapid pro* 
gression ^ but the consequences he fiwesaw 
have not followed. 

CXCl. A HAPPT QIIOTATIOM. 

When Lord Halifax, on the first change 
of the ministry, interceded with Lord Ox- 
Ibrd to spare Mr. Congrcve, he findy an- 
swered by repeating two lines of Virgil: 

Non obtusa adco gcstamus pectora pceni, 
Nee tarn aversus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab 
urbe. 

**Oarhearttawm>t mcold, norfliuneithe 

fire 
OlStAwt diMant hom the nee of Tyr«.^ 

CXCU. WIT IM A WOMAN. 

A VC17 litde wit it valued in a- woman ;- 
as we arc pleased with a few wo»k spoken 
plain by a parrot. 

N 3 cxaii. 
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cxciii. A woman's hatred. 
No woman ever hates a nan for bong in 
love witli her, but many a woman hues a 
man for being a friend to her. 

cxciT. D&. Sheridan's school. 

It was customary with Dr. Sheridan to 
have a Greek play acted by bis head class 
just before they entered the University j and 
accordingly, in the year 1730, the Doctor 
having fixed on Hifpolytms, wrote a prologue 
in &^lish, to be spoken . by Master Tom 
Putland, one of the youngest children be 
had in his school. The prologue was very 
neat and elegant, but extremely puerile, and 
quite adapted to the childhood of the 
sp^ker> who as regularly was taught and 
rehearsed his part, as any of the upper lads 
did theirs. However, it unfortunately hap- 
pened that Dr. King, Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, had promised Sheridan that be would 
go and see his lads perform the trs^edy. 
Upon 

,. .Coodc . 
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Upon which Dr. Helsbam wrote another 
prologue, wherein he laughed egregiously at 
Sheridan's, and privately instructed Master 
Putland how to ad his part i and, at the 
same time, exacted a promise from 'the 
child, that no consideration should make 
him repeat that prologue which he had been ' 
"taught by Sheridan. When the play was 
to be acted, the Archbishop attended ac- 
cording to his promise, and Master Putland 
began Helsham's prologue, and went through 
itf to the amazement of Sheridan ; which 
fired him to such a degree (although he was 
one of the best natured men in the world) 
that he would have entirely put off the play, 
had it not been in respect to the Archbbhop, 
who was, indeed, highly complimented in 
Helsham's performance. When the play 
was over, the Archbishop \vas very desirous 
to hear Sheridan's prologue, but all the in- ' 
treaties of the Archbishop, the child's fa-' 
ther, and Sheridan, could not prevail with 
Master Putland to repeat it, having, he said* 
faithfully promised that he would not upon 
M 4 any 
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^ny account whatever, and therefore insisted 
Uiat he would keep his word. 

It was to this circumstuicc that Swift, in 
3 vein of whim and mcniment, alludes, in 
his ittwtation to Dr. Sh*ridan to speqd the 
Augivt vacation at Gallstovo, the seat of' 
George Rochfort, Esq. ancestor to the Earls 
of CelTidece, in these two lines : 

" Oh ! I forgot too, I believe there may be 
one' moie, I mean that great fat jokcTj 
Friend HeUbam, he 

'iliat wrote the prologue, and, if you txxf 
with him, depend on't in the end he'U 



CXCV. A CRITIC S EYE. 

The eye of a critic is often, like a micro- 
scope, made so tery ftne and nice> that it 
discoveT'S the atoms, grains, and minutest 
pilrticles, without ever comprehending the 
whole, comparing the parts, or seeing all at 
once the harmony. 

CZCTI. 
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CXCVJ. XKITBAT IM MHOSTU). 

" Notwithstanding the common com- 
plaiDt of knavery of mca in power, I have 
known no great minister or men of puts 
in business ao wicked as their infleriors ; 
thur sense and knowledge preserve them 
£rom a hundred common rogueries; and 
when they become bad, it is generally more 
from the necessity of their sitmtton, than 
from a naturd bent to evil." Swift was 
certainly well qualified to judge on this 
sulqect. 

CXCVII. FITS OF PLEASURB.- 
All fits of pleasure are balanced by an 
c<|ual degree of pain or languor : it is lika 
spending this year part of next year's re- 
venue. 

CXCVIII. TItU£ GEMIUS, 

When a true genius ai^Kacs in the World 
you may know him by this sign; the donees 
are^ all in ccD&deracy against him. 

CXCIX. 

,. .Coodc 
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CXCIZ. ASKING A CLERGYMAN TO 

OINNBK. 

Never stay dinner for a dei^Tman who 
is to make a moming visit before he comes, 
for he will think it his duty to dine with any 
great man that asks him. 

CC. DR. HICGIHS. 

Higgiaswas prebendary of Christ Church, 
Dublin, and rector of Bakuddery in that 
county. He was notorious for his zeat fdr- 
high church principles, and was presented 
by the grand jury of the county of Dublin, 
on the ■ 5 th October 1711, as a sower of 
sedition and groundless je^douiies amongst 
her Majesty's Protestant subjects f and on- 
the loth of the same month, Henry Lord 
Santry presented a petition to the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland, 
desiring that' Mr. Higgins might be turned 
out from the commissiwi of the peace : but, 
after several hearings of the case before the 
Lord Lieutenant and 'Council, he was on 
the 



tb« 19th Noreaiber cleared, the Archbishop 
of Dublin Toting in the negative agwist 
him. 

Mr. Faulknor, the publiidier c^ Swift's 
works in Ireland, in. a conversation with 
Dr. Birch, told him, that the Dean had 
often called at an upholsterer's in Ormond 
Quay, to wder some rubbish lying before, 
his door to be removed, but without being 
obeyed for many days, which brought him 
in great choler to the house, where he 
warmly expostulated with the woman, and 
concluded, " Do you know, woman, who I 
am ?" " Yes, please youi reverence," she 
replied ; " you are Dr. Higgtns." Higgins 
being very noisy, was in contempt called 
Orator Higgins, and, of all men, the Dean's 
aversion. It was (^»erved to the end of his. 
life, that he avoided that street in his daily 
walks through the town, though lying on a 
beautiful quay, and having a number of 
orange and apple stalk on it, the pohce of 
which until that time was his peculiar care, 
and which he daily regulated. 

cct 
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CU. XHD OP A VISE UAV'S UFEI 

The latter part of a wise man's life is 

taken up in curing the foUies, prqudices, 

and fabe t^iniom, be had contracted in the 

iormei'. 

ceil, swift's aversion to lR£tAND. 

Dr. fiiicb, in his manuscri[As concerning 
Swift, has this memoraadum, which strongly - 
p^ves the feelings ot the latter in his then 
nmation : " The rewrcnd Mr. Orr, Arch- 
deacon of Ferns, gave me an account of a 
ktter of Swill's, which has nenr been pub- 
lished, to Lord Bolingfar^*. It wae dated 
in luly 1713* from his U^g of Laracor, 
comj^aining of ias being kfi: by his friends 
in Irdand, and telling bis Lordship that he 
^lonld mnind him of Ihnd'syrayer, wluch- 
tbe Lord Treasurer would direct him to the 
psalm and verse for, "Thou. wilt not leave 
toy aaait in hsll i" That when he venmed 
to Eaglaod, he would certainty petition the 
Queen for the tbousand pounds dM had 
promised 
. .Coosk . 
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promised hiin> for that sbc ought to pay 
him that thousand pounds or hang htnii for 
lie had ^dcGerved cither the one or the 
other." 

CCItl. SEKECA. 

Seneca must be read with pleasure^ thoi^h 

one cannot avoid condemning thoK points 

which he introduced into the Latin style, 

: those eternal -witticisms, strung like beads 
together, and that .impudent manner of 
talking to the ]»ssions, before he has gone 
about, to convince . the judgment t which 
Erasmus justly ot^ects -to him : he is seldom 
ipstructivc, but perpetually entenainiqg; 
and when be gives yon nanew idea, he rc> 
fleets your own .back upon you with, new 

' lustre. 

CCIT. DESIRE OF FAME. 

The^ humour -of exploding many .tlungs 

under the name of trifles, -fopperies, and 

only imaginary goods, is a very £ilse proof 

ntlier of wisdom or magnanimity, . and a 

great 

Cooylc 
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great check to virtuous actionj : for instance, 
with r^ard to fame, there is in most people 
X reluctance and umvillingness to be forgot- 
ten ; we observe, even amongst the vulgar, 
how fond they are to have an inscription 
over their grave. It requires but little phi- 
losoptiy to discover and observe that there is 
BO intrinsic value in all this ; however, if it 
be foimded in oar nature as an incitement to 
virtoe, it ought not to be ridiculed. 

CCr. ARBITRARY POWER. 

Arbitnuy power is as natural an object of 
temptation to a prince, as wine and women 
to a young fellow, or a bribe td a judge, or 
avarice to tAd age, or vanity to a woman. 

CCTI. TOM ASHE. 

Tom Ashe was a facetious pleasant com- 
panion, but the most eternal unwearied pun- 
ster that ever lived- He was thick and short 
in lus pd^on, being not above five feet high 
at the most, and had something very droll 
in his aj^warance. He died about the year 

,. .Coodc 
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1719, and left his whole estate, about a 
thousand pounds a year, to Richard Ashe, 
of Ashfield, Esq. There is a whimsical . 
story, and a very true one, rf Tom A^hc, 
which is well rcnoembered to this day. u 
happened that while he was travelling on 
horseback, and at a 'Considerable distance 
{rom any town, there burst from the clouds 
6uch a torrent of fmh as wetted him through. 
He galloped forward, and as soon as he came 
to an inn, he was met instantly by a drawer : 
''Here," said he to the fellow, strctcting 
out one of bis arms, " take off my coat im- 
mediately." " No, Sr, I won't," said the 
drawer. '* Pox confound you !" smd T(Mn, 
" take -off my coat this instant." " No, 
Sir," replied the drawer, " I dare not take 
off your cofit, for it is felony to strip an 
^SH." Tom was delighted beyond measure, 
frequently told the story, and said he would 
have given, fifty guineas to have been the 
author of that pun. Several yean before 
Tom's death. Swift wrote a little tract, en- 
vied, " The Dying Words sf Tarn Ashe,'^ 
which 
V- .Google 
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which -was designed to exhitnt the maDner 
in which such an ctemai punster might have 
expressed himself on hia- death-b«]. It ii 
printed in his Works, vol. 1 6. 

CCTII. COMMON FLUENCY OF SPEECH. 

The common fluency of speech in many 
men and most women is owaig to a scarcity 
x)f matter and a scarcity of words, fts- who- 
ever is master of language, and h»th a mind 
, full of ideas, will be apt in speaking .to hesi- 
tate upon the choice of both ; whereas com- 
mon speakers have only one set of ideas, 
and one -set of words to doatb than in^ and 
these are always ready ^ so people come 
.faster out of a church when it is almost 
eiipty, than when a crowd is at the door- 

CCVIU. JJDDGHBtn' OF FTUNCXS IN THE 
DISPOSAL OF PLACES. 

Trinces usually make Wiser choices thaa 

the serrants to whom th«y trust for ihc diw 

posal of places. " J hare known a prince," 

nys Swift, "-mtn^t^han once choose an dUe 

minister j 
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niiidster ; but I never observed that minister 
to use his credit in the disposal of any em- 
ployment to a person whom he thought the 
£ttest for it. One of the greatest in this 
age owned and excused the matter irom vio- 
lence of partiesi and the unreasonableness of 
friends." 

CCIX. 4 LETTER GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF 

A PESTILENT KEiCHSouR. 
Sir, 

You must give me leave to eomplaio of a 
PESTILENT fdlow in my oeigbbourhood, 
vbo is always beating mortar, yet I cannot 
find that be ever builds. In talking be uses 
such hard words that I want a drugger-mait 
to interpret them. But all is not gold that 
glistfrs. A p(^ be arries to most houses 
where he visits. He makes lus 'prentice his 
CALLT slave. I wi^ our lane were purged 
of hinu Tct he pretends to be a cordial 
man* Every spring his diop is crowded 
with country-folks ; who by their leavej, in 
pij opinion, help bini to do a great deal of 

VOL. i> o mischief. 

,. .Coodc 
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mischief. He is fiiU of scruples, and stf 
very LiTiGiousi that he files ImUs gainst all 
his acquaintance : and, though he be mach 
troubled with the simpi.es, yet I asstire you 
he is zjesuilhal dag ; as you may know by 
his BARK. Of all poCtry he loves the dram- 
a-tick best. 

I am, &c. 

CCS. MR. HARRlSOK. 

Mr. Harrison was eminait Sor hk genins 
and learning. Having been educated at 
Queen's College, Oxford, vrith Mr.Tickell, 
the latter, in his poem to the Lord Privy 
Seal cm the prospect of peace, mentions hit 
friend Harrison in these lines ; 

" Thai much-lov'd youth whom Utrecht's watls confine. 
To BrillDl's prsiwB shall hii.Strafibrd'a join.'" 

He was patronized and introduced to the 
ministry by Swift, -who obtaimed £3r him the 
post of Qneen's secretary to the Dutch em- 
bassy, and he accordingly brought over the 
^rrier treaqr : soon after .niiidi lie jfied. 
«is 



His tots seems to have affected Swift very 
deeply. Nothing can convey more strongly 
the feeling of unalloyed and poignant grief 
than his expressions in a. letter to Mrs. Ding- 
ley. He says, " I took Paraell this morn- 
ing, and we walked to see poor Harrisont 
I told you he had been mighty ilL I told 
Paraell I was afhiid to knock at the door : 
my migd nisgavc me. I did knock, and 
his man in tears told me his master was dead 
an hour before. Think what grief this is 
to me. He was my own creature { in a very 
honourable post, and very worthy of it. 
iTie Lord Treamtfcf was much conconed 
when I told him. I could not dine with 
him, or any where else, but got a bit of 
meat towards the evening. No loss ever 
^ieved me so much. Poor creature! I 
shall never have courage again to care fixr 
making any body's fortune." 

CCXi. Mr. bensok. 
This gentleman was the author o^ the 
ExaminCT. Swift says of hirb, '* He is aM 
o 1 ingenious 
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ingenious fellow, but Uie most confeundtfj 
coxcomb in the w«rld, so that I dare not let 
him see me, nor be actjuainted with him." 

CCXII. COLC>S£L DISNET. ■ 

Colonel Disney was long ianiiGar xiith 
persons of the highest rank on account of 
his frit and pleasantry. He used to say of 
himself, that his lot in the company which 
he generally kept, was to sit luxf the door in 
winter, and next to the fire in summer. Swlft^ 
in his Journal to Stella, speaks of him in a 
manner expressive of regard peculiar to him- 
self: " The doctor! t«ll me, that if poor 
Colonel Disney does not get some sle^ to- 
night) he must die. What care you } Ah I 
but / do care- He is one -of our society, a 
fellow of abundance of humour, an old bat- 
tered rake, but very honest. Not an old 
man, but an oid rake. It was he that said 
of Jenny Kingdom, the maid of honour, 
who is a tittle old, that ^ince she could not 
get A hosband, the Queen stiould give her 
a b»vet to act as a married w^man." 

ccrni. 
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CCXIII. CHACCF.R. 
We have already mentioned, that ttit 
works of the venerable iatlicr of English 
poetry formed part of the select library of 
the curate of Laracor. Swift seems at this 
time to have studied Chaucer with much 
attention* for a selection of a great number 
of epithets in alphabetical order, with re- 
ferences, and the fbUowing curious article, 
were latdy in the possesion of the Rev. Mr. 
Ball, a clergyman in Dublin : 

" Aacient Engliih Oaths in Chaucer. 

*' A master outlaw, swears by God's rood. 

A merchant, by St. Thomas of Ind. 

The Saupnour, by. God's arms twow 

The iiost, by cock's bones, by his fether's 
soul, the blood and nails of Christ, by 
St. Damien, by St. Ruaion, by Corpus 
Domini, by arms, blood and bone, and 
by St. Paul's bell. 

The Monk, by his posthose or breviary, by 
Cod and Su Martjn. 

3 Gamelyn's 
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Gamelyn's Brotlier, by St. Richere that ia 

. inG?lis, 

The Cambridge Sshoiar, by bis firtbcr's kin, 

by his crovn, for God's hoaet ox bcaisoii, 

and by St. Cuthbert. 
Sir Thc^)as, by ale and bl-ead> 
Sk Johan of Boundis, by St. Martin- 
Gatndyn, by God's bookc, by bis hals or 

neck. 
A porter* &y God's beard. 
The man of lav, Ifep^deux. 
The Riottour, by God's digne bones. 
Arcite, by his pan or head. 
Theseus, by mighty Mars the red, as he 

was a trne Knight. 
The Smith, by Christ's foot. 
The Carpenter's Wife, by St. Thomas of 

Kent." 

CCXIV. LINES WRITTEN ON A WINDOW IN 
THE EPISCOPAL PALACE AT EILMORE. 

Soon after Swift's acquaintance with Dr. 

Sheridan, they passed some days together at 

the episcopal palace in the diocese of Kil- 

mcrc : 
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more : wlien Swift wu gatuit it vu disco- 
vered that he had written the following lines 
on one of the windows, which looks into 
•th« chUFcb-yard: 

Resolve me this, ye happy dead, 
"Who've Iain some hundred years in bed ; 
Vrom every persecution free 
Tliat in this wretched life we see ; ' 
Would ye resume a second birth, 
And choose tmee more to live on eu-tl^ i 

Dr. Sheridan wrote underneath the fol- 
lowing lines : 

Thus spdce great Bedel * horn bis tomb ; 
— ' Mortal, I would not change my doom» 
To live in such a restless state, 
To be uhfortunately great. 
To flatter fools and spurn at knaves, 
To shine amidst a race <^ slaves ; 
To learn from wise men to complain. 
And only rise to &11 again : 

* Bishop B.»lers tomb ' liei iritliiii liew of the 
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—-No [ let my dusty rdin rest. 
Until I rise among the blest.' 

In the year 1780, the late Archdeacon 
Caulfield wrote some lines in answer to both. 
The pane was taken down by Dr. Jones, 
Bi^op of Eilmore> but it has been since 
restored. 

CCXV. THE BATTLE OP THE BOOKS. 

A copy of this ingenioas sally of Swift's 
happened to fall into die hands of Mr. James 
Stirling, a youthftU poet of the county of 
Mcath, w^o wrote the following lines in 
one of the blank leaves : 

" While the Dtan with more wit than man 
ever wanted. 

Or than heav*n to any man else ever granted, 

Endeavours to prove, how the ancients in 
knowledge 

Have exccll'd our adepts of each medirji col- 
lege} 

How 
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How by heroes of old our chiefs arc surpass'd 
In each useful science, true learning, and 

taste: 
.Wlule thus he behaiTcs, with more courage 

thxn Butnners, 
And fights tot the fi>e> deseieing our banneirs. 
While Bentley and Wotton, our champicHU) 

he foils } 
And wants neither Tetupl/i assistance, nor 

Boyl/f, 
In s[Hte, of his learnings fine reasons, and 

stylc^ 
^Would yoa think it? — he favours our 

cause ^1 the while : 
Wc raise by bis conquest our glory the 

higher, 
And fi-om our defeat to a triumph aspire : 
Our great brathtr'nMdfrn, the boast of our 

days, 
Unconscious, has gain'd for our party the 

bays : 
St. Jamej'j old authors, so fam'd on each 

shelf. 
Are vanquish'd by what he has wriltenJiim- 
seif." 
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CCITI. DOCTOR CLAHCY. 

In 1737, Doctor Qancy lost his sight by 
a coldf whkh rendered him incapable of 
attending to his profession as a f^ysician. 
As the Doctor had paid his addresses to the 
cruses in his earlier day^ he was advised, by 
some friends to launch out amoagst the ad- 
yenturous roTers of the. pen ; and, as he 
thought the theatre at this time was open 
to all, and infloenced b^ none, his first at- 
tempt was in the dramatic line. Flushed 
with the hope of immediate fame, and even 
money, he composed a comedy in a short 
time, and thought, good easy man, when 
he had wound up the deneuement of his piece, 
that all bis labour was at an end : he found 
to bis cost, however, that every avenue to 
the theatre in those days, as well as in our 
own, was blocked by a set of dramatic un- 
dertakers, who were ready at any price to 
work by the pound, perch, or yatd ; and 
that it was as difficult to get a sight of the 
manager, as it would be to get a sight of the 
• grand 
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grand Latna. The Doctor having detailed 
a number of the difficulties he was doomed 
to encounter in his efforts to get his piece 
upon the stage, relates the following dream- 
stance^ which we shall give in his own 
words : " On my return to Dublin J brought 
the play to Doctor Hslsham, and consdous 
of hifl own iaMifficicDcy in matters so foreign 
to his way of life, I requested of him, as he 
was very iarailiar with Dean Svnft, to pat 
the CMncdy in his hands, as I judged that 
his approbatkm or dislike, xfter readoog, 
would at once determine the &ie of the per- 
formance; " Not I, indeed," said Docttn- 
Helsbam ; " have you a mind that I should 
be obliged to go fiuter down his stairs than 
I went np ? Shall I sutqect myself to be 
laughed at, or, perhaps, ill treated ? Not I, 
indeed ; I do not care to bring his tongue 
upon me. Go to Dr. GrtUtan, the Dean 
will probably hear irom him what he would 
not from me." I went to Dr. Grattan, 
and solicited his asustance the same way. 
"Who, I i" said Dr. Grattan, « not I by 
any 
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any means. What have I to do with plays ? 
I know nothing of writing books ; I should 
have » fine time of it, to bring such a piece 
of stuff before the Dean, and have it thrown 
ia ony face, or be called a Uockhead for my 
puns: I should be glad to serve you, but 
find somebody ebc to bdriend you on this 
occasion:." Dr. Grattan's brother, minister 
of Saint Andrew's, happened to be present } 
■yih.0 was pleased to say, that he would find 
an opportunity of laying the^ book on the 
Dean's table ; and, if it was good, he would 
be apt to- examine how it came there. The 
fcntleman accordingly did so, and there it 
Jay for some time, without the author's 
hearing one word about it. Swift read 
it, s)d, not knowing bow the play came 
there, asked all he friends which of them 
had Inxmght it; and none of those to whom 
' it was known woidd venture to tell, as he 
had not declared his opinion of it. Oik 
day as Dr. Helsham saw it on his table, he 
took it up to look at it, and asked the DcaM 
what it was. The Dean smiled, and told 
him, 
. .Google 
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him,' it was a villain well painted} and that 
whoever had written the piece, conveyed a 
good moral. Doctor HeUham> who saw 
that he had nothing to fear, told him the 
author, and what he knew of him. "Tell 
turn," said the Dean, " that in a few days I 
will pay him a visit." He then went Into 
his closet, and writ the following letter, 
whkh Dr. Helsham brought with thepadcet 
mentioned in the .postscript. 

To Dxtor Clarity. 
Sir, 
Some friend of mine lent me a ■comedj-, 
which I was told was written by you : I rsad 
carefully, and with much pleasure, on ac- 
count both q£ the characters and the moral 
I have no interest with the people of the 
play-house, else I should gladly recommend 
it to them. I .send you a suuU present, in 
such gold as will not give you trouble to 
change ; for I much pity your loss of sight, 
which if it pleased God to let you enjoy, 
your other talents might have been your 
honest 
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honest support, and have eased yon of your 
present confinement. 

I am, Sir, 
Your weH-wishing fnaid. 

And bumble servant, 

Jonathan Swift. 
Dcaur; House, 
Christmas Day, 1737. 

P. S. I know not who lent me the play ; 
if it came from you, I will send it back tb- 



This letter and the packet are scaled with 
the head of Socrates. 

The packet contained five pounds, in small 
pieces of gold of different kinds, of which 
the largest did not exceed five shillings. 
" A little time after," says Dr. Clancy, " I 
sent him a parcel of tickets ; he kept but 
one, which he said he had p^d for, and 
afterwards sent me two fouT'^Kmnd [neces 
tor -more. 
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CCX7I1. LORD HBRTET. 

It is wdl known that hard Hervey incur- 
red the du{deasurc of Mr. Pope ; i matter 
of linle surprise, as his Xxirdship wrote some 
good Tcrses. Swift was sometimes harried 
away by his friendship ; Pope knew diit, 
and took care to edlist him on his side in a 
contest in which a considerable portion of 
bis poetical fame lay at stake. Swift soon 
saw the inequality of the contest, and had 
the generosity to sheath his pen. It i> 
thought, however, that his reicntmont was 
levelled at the politics, and not the poetry 
of the peer ; and when thftt was the case, 
bis judgment was but too often eclipsed by 
his prejudice. Lord Hervey was extremely 
delicate in his person ; this gave birth to the 
following epigram, written by Mi. Wlnstan- 
ley, some time fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin: 

Whn) nature Hemj'i claj wai blending, 
Uncertain wtut the thing would end in, 
Whether > female or a male, 
A pin dropp'd in, and tum'd the icale. 
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SmA was charmed vith this Jm ileesfrif, 
till he found that it tnmed on a circumstance 
that vould even defeat the malignity of the 
vrit, for his Lordship was cxtremdy wel! 
formed for his size, and possessed a vigour 
of understanding rarely fbi^nd in those 
of the Herculean cast. Swiit, however, 
changed his opinion of hit I^ordship, and, 
as it vas done on the best grounds, we may 
presume that his friendship was sincere. 
Pope, however, never blotted out one of 
his satirical lines; if he had, his fame would 
not have suffered by it ta the eyes of the 
good natured part of mankind, a small por- 
tion, undoubtedly, of the human race. 
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